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 INTRODUCTION 

  This book tells the story of six interesting men whom God 
raised up to preach the gospel.  They were all completely different.  
Thomas Godwin was a poor, illiterate cobbler in Wiltshire, who taught 
himself to read and write, on his knees.  A. B. Taylor was brought up in 
formal Presbyterianism in Scotland, where singing and shooting were his 
chief delights.  Francis Covell was a Croydon tradesman who stammered 
so badly that often his customers could not understand him.  Nisan 
(later, Edward) Samuel was a strict Jew in Poland.  George Mockford was 
a Sussex shepherd boy who knew grinding poverty.  Robert Moxon lived 
in Yorkshire and as a young man only narrowly escaped committing 
murder.  Though so different, God raised up each of them to be 
preachers of the gospel.  All these men were remarkable in several ways: 
  1.  Not one of them was brought up under clear preaching of 
the truth, neither did any of them ever hear a true gospel sermon till after 
they had been savingly converted to God.  Some had no religion at all, 
some had just a formal religion, and one was a strict Jew. 
  2.  Not one of them was brought up a Baptist, yet all became 
clearly convinced that baptism by immersion is the baptism of the Word 
of God. 
  3.  All of them became convinced Calvinists through the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit.  One or two of them were told that they were 
“Calvinists” before they knew what the word meant.  In fact, one of 
them, Robert Moxon, was convinced of the truth of sovereign election 
whilst in the pulpit of a Methodist chapel where he had gone as a “free 
will” preacher. 
  All became staunch, unflinching preachers of the doctrines of 
God's free and sovereign grace, denying offers of salvation to all.  In 
varying degrees each of them became eminent preachers, and all were 
wonderfully used by God. 
  So it is right to describe them as “six remarkable ministers.” 

 *       *       * 

  Each of the “six remarkable ministers” became Strict Baptist 
ministers connected with the Gospel Standard magazine.  Not all David's 
mighty men “attained to the first three,” (1 Samuel chapter 23) but they 
were all valiant men, and the Holy Ghost has left them on record.  The 
six ministers whose lives appear in this book are not so well known as 
Gadsby, Warburton and Kershaw, but they are certainly among the 



“valiant of Israel” and their lives deserve to be better known.  They all 
knew the depths and heights of sin and salvation. 
  But apart from the spiritual quality of their lives, they are all 
extremely interesting.  What light we have on life in the last century in the 
household of a strict Jew, or among the poor in Wiltshire and Sussex, or 
in the highlands of Scotland!  And what interesting adventures and 
escapes some of them had! 

 *       *       * 

  The accounts are written with varying ability and style – for 
instance, what a difference in the style of writing of the first two 
accounts.  In the case of Francis Covell's life, this was not written by 
himself but compiled after his death.  All the other accounts have the 
serious shortcoming of having been written a considerable time before 
the author's death (one 50 years!) or if written in later life, the account 
ends some years previously and usually abruptly.  In these cases we have 
given a few details of what took place afterward – but the earlier part is 
the cream. 
 In these days when life is more easy, and when many want religion to be 
more easy, may the faithful witness of the six ministers bear fruit to the 
honour and glory of God. 

B. A. Ramsbottom 
1994

Mrs. Hazel Parish, Mrs. Joy Wiltshire and Mr. John Kingham are 
specially thanked for all their work in preparing Six Remarkable Ministers
for publication. 
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