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SERMON XII.

- PREACHED ON Sunpay MORNING, SEPTEMBER 28, 1870.

““Then shall the kingdom of heaven ‘be likened unto ten virgins, which took
‘their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise
and five- were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and ‘took no
oil with them. But the wise took oil in then' vessels W1th their lamps.”—
MATTHEW XXV, I—4.

“ THEN shall the kingdom of heaven.” Now the kingdom of heaven
here does not mean glory, for there are no foolish virgins there ; nor does
it mean an internal work of grace, Because that brings forth fruit to

" perfection ; but it sets forth the Gospel dispensation—the time here upon

earth. “ Then,” it is said, ‘‘ the kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto
ten virgins.” Ten is either put for a definite or indefinite number. I have
understood when virgins went to meet the bridegroom they never exceeded

the number of ten. Be that as it' may, they are called virgins for the

purity of their faith and worsh1p, they are not carried away with the rotten
opinions of the world, but “ they worship God in the ‘spirit, and rejoice.in

" Christ Jesus, and have no confidenge' in the flesh.” John tells us that
when he saw the companyin heaven,the angel said to him, * These are’

they that were not defiled with women, for they are virgins.”” The women
there spoken of are false churches, as you read by the prophe’c Isaiah, * in
that day seven women shall take hold of one map, saying, We will eat our

‘own bread, and wear our own apparel, only let us be called by Thy name, to:
" take away our reproach.” So the Papal Church is called  the beast,” and.
all that worship it are called adulterers, Everything contrary to the truth
- set forth in the Scriptures is adultery and spiritual fornication. Then it is

said, some * have escaped the pollution that is'in the world through lust ;”’

but if they become again entangled their last state is worse than the first,
" Now all these ten virgins appeared alike, they were not carried away With_
. the false worship of the béast, nor with any lie. They were all together,

they went forth to meet the bridegroom, so you see they had some faith,
some hope and expectation, and some love, or they would not have gone
forth, If they had not some faith in the truth that he was coming they
would not have gone forth; they had some faith that they should. meet
him ; they had some love in expectation of enjoying him, This will show

- how far men and women may go. It is said of some “ who have tasted the

good Word of God,” and have been enlightened in the truth, that they fall
away, and ““turn like the dog to the vomit, and like the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire.” :

All of you, as you are here before God, are, so to speak, like the ten

ovirgins; you all have come forth for something. You believe God’s Word.

I expect there is not one here that doubts the truth of the Scriptures. You
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'ag;ainst himself, or how would his kin .
with. a false ) gdom stand? He rocl i
grounded assu};x:ea?td&false §ecuffty; it does. not. springisfi,:xi t:‘SIeTIP’
it-does not beget an;rthinoes, r_mt.punfy you, it leaves yoﬁ just aéﬂyou V:,v: ’
~ ‘same thing to you in wo gh.m you. You. know no difference, it is.all t;e"
bo:a pang, but it does r::;t 1P'9:11 the’ year.round ; now and th;n there ¢
" religion there is such ‘lablde' - Then as to love. “Where there i'sma};
indeed ksay",_uA Because.of tah ove. to God and to Jesus Christ,. the vl;ea ‘
interest in'it. “Then there is 2 ‘temporary faith that believes for a while, ointment poured fortﬁ_n ’;Ei_aévou.ri of Thy good ointments, Thy ﬁamg is 22‘ "
put in time of temptation falls away. Again. You ha‘Ve‘ahope.:‘Ma’.ny of you, - | commandments.” Many of OuVlV{l L try you, * If ye love Me, keep’ My'
pel_*ha_ps,ho;)e Godis me;cift@l, He has not made us to cas{t'us‘ away at the last. : God’s commandments ; God 3lna' now that you take no heed to wdlk afte'x:v
You have'vab hope that when you die you will ‘go-to ‘heaven, seveing that you, © what you like; if God’s commy Cdommand .what He pleases, you will'do
_are consistent and circ‘:i;ms‘p'gct,“gn,d thdt you unite with the people of God; | gains, they may go on one side ar‘l‘ s stand in the way of your profits and
between ‘them and yourself. “Then, perhaps, you have right ; the Word cannot decéi.\re u:oé 'Zre .tht’” say you. T'know I am.l
- , God will not deceive us, however wef

i 0 18 I 1 lll
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" have an historical faith that what the Word says is true, that Christ lived
on this earth, that He died for sin,;é.nd that next. He will ¢ appear without
sin unto salvation,” t0 ‘gather His chosen to be with Him in heaven for
evermore. T hat fdith ‘is ‘not .sufficient’; it-is just the same as if you were
to-read in-a new'spaper»r.espectin_g,any.battle fought, or anything that had

transpired ; youwould read. of it -without taking any part in it, and have:nio

you see no difference

a love,

prefer them to the ungodly‘;:'and “you have love to the truth ; you would . take up the cross, and follow Chri

sooner hear the truth than hear error- preached. You like to hearofa . ¥ Hamor, Shechem’s son thatw b hrist. No sooner did they propose to

finished salvation and of'thg‘ﬁnal‘pe_rseveraince'o'f the saints; you show your ; than hé did it direct! y, he h de sho%ﬂd be circumcised to have Dinah

love by abiding among the people of Got_i,'an'd by coming to the house of ‘ Abraham, % Take now t;ly son ih,suCh love to. her. When God sald: tc;-

God. These are the things thdt bring you to ‘meet along "with ‘the wise i offer him for a burnt offering ;po;niﬁnly son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and ,
E 4 the mountain that I shall tell thee of,”

" hedid it. Love is ini
et e something more th ' ;
isiam , y e - an talking, thinki toh -
active, living principle, whereby.the mfr’x c:;kn:g},):)rlvy:lshéngi it.
! al to God at

would tell me that was your faith, hope,
and love, yet with all this,'it is ‘not‘thc tight thing, there is something.

_beyond this, - While you g0 forth’ to meet the Bridegroom in‘faith, hope, . times; and say, * Lord, Thou
éxpectation, and love, you havenotthat grace whichwill take you 6 heaven. love: Thee.” ” u knowest all things; Thou knowest that I,
' [\f QV Rhal 4aith separates & man from the-world. «Come ot from fong them, . ) s Do not 1 love Thes, dearest Lord ?

virgins. 1§ 1 were to ask'you you

an thing.” It se:parei*t"es himin §
heart and in affection. Tt brings him out 6f ‘himself, to throw “himself : _ , A‘}Iﬂi turn out every-idol, Lord,
‘simply and entirely upon*the‘blob’d, 'merit,"and'righ_tgouéness of the Christ i {/' None but the wise Virgint;asacrzes to g,:/al Thee.”
of God. - ' a o - o arsemblance of thi : ome there. Some of you can. L
i . with'silver drgi:?zgzé 'I“lher_e 1s.;a,:-cblifferen'c"e be‘twe};n. PR ;,::g::::s only
there are _Ve'ssel; - honzl v$:r or gold'e‘n vessel. So.youread,in agreat lVereq,. .
-purify himself fiom théseu; as well as to dishonour; “if 2 man thre:C;use;
meet: for. the: master’s us ‘3’,§ha_11- be. a vessel unto honour; 'sanctiﬁec']ea(')r:::
prineiple, it.is not bélievin;;,it ;:’;g'stilkthc?f. faith, but it is not an actite:f
= Cjost‘l ow nothing, it is .li ‘ ol othing in, itisana 7 vy
; ‘ ?]t up- whelzg}:olz 1liskéxke Nthe fa'}th:.of the - Plymouth Bsrietrlitr'e: O;Zufax#h"'
been wrotight in youf‘he.aﬁ bOF éorxf you are:one.of these wise one,S - ;:rsx \
o cannot ‘put down nor taky od ; .He has persuaded youé it is é;eli io )
have got a faith that will s € up . You-cannot believe what you like ifg ;.
titnes' yow cannot bélieve Ga:; g:;livizulilj:-'smnds in the power of God yZL/:
you cannot believe tha ) ught anything savingly i .
is the faith of GOV;StSIai:tt}z;re fs a reality in-your soul, an%i};ii:ty;;lif?rt": |
my eyes. - Now the fooli ’}1 Ough it .15 as plain at.times as this:lamp b afut\h_,-i
& your teli;gion e comet sh can believe. at any time., You Cannotp before.
use« the heart - & : ’ omething that has: got hold of you that mak B
¢ divide‘:d ¥ i1 ‘ s akes you kold

“2ad be separate, and touch not the’ unc¢lean’ i o 0 search my heart and see

" e QOther tefuge have 1:nome:”’
eauty i_n"the Christ 6f God than"ih'all things 'else besides:
< rtuic from the Christ of God. “The ¢aith of atrue childof”
God unites him to Christ; ‘there {s-a-communication ‘petween his soulrand’
Christ,‘th’érglisjuhi‘on and: commiunion with Christ. - Is-your faith anything
fike that? Does ‘it ‘separate yoil from-the world, and’ bring you to'feel, ;-
“The fife T'live T'live by ‘thefaith ‘of'-"the"Son«'bf”God,” and © Whom havel
in-heaven but Thee, afid there is-hotie upon earth I'desire beside T he;:"?""’ '
Then there is:a hope that- these “wise virgins ‘had. «He that ‘hathisthis
, ‘ hope purifies “himiself ievenas He' ispures” This hope is quught.fji?ﬁ this
b ‘heart by the power of the Holy'Ghost; * Which hiope we have as an anchor
“ 'to the soul, both-sure -arid s‘té"d‘faﬁti"’ Now-it'is called a lively hope. . “We
‘are begotten again‘to-a lively hope by the resurrection of ] gsus Chtist from
the dg‘:ad.” 1f you have got & right Hope itwill make-you look'to the bottom
‘st your religion, and ‘searchthe groundwork of it. "You that ‘are foolish
do not do that. « How do you know 7™ say you- Beca hea
d desp’eratély wicked ;” Satan is O

Hee sees mote b
flis faith'draws

. virging
o el aboveall things;ad
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on, So with the hope God has wrought in your heart, you cannot sa¥ there . 9
is no expectation in your soul. What does it do > Tt brings you t0 seelé“ e
the face of God, makes you turn over His Word, brings you at times to. 5
hear it, and, _ami'dst all your fears and trials, it keeps, your head above
Wwater. You have had many things' to damp your love ; how many frowns
“you have had instead of smiles. Tnstead of finding « Wisdom's ways 0 be
ways of pleasantness and all her paths peace,”’ what misgivings, what -
jealousies, what miserable days you have had, yet your love has kept o
- Now with ykf)u that are foolish, your faith. has never been tried like that,
your hope has never been dashed, nor your love tried s if it wefe to come to
that, most likely-you would give it up. In the chapter 1 read of some who -
received the word, they gave Up soon, others endured fora while, some
held out till the last, but they brought forth no fruit to perfections ‘it does
not say they gave up or let go like the others, but that they brought forth no
fruit. Now Chsist says, “ BY their fruits ye shall know them.” Have you
anything like what I .have just been hinting about? Has God persuaded\
your soul; and by a Divine influence and power in'your heart, said, Seek
ye My face,” and under that influence and powef have you answered, ¢ Thy
face, Tord, will I seek.” Do you know, what it is, while seeking His face,
for God to come in with some Tevivings encouraging, comforting word, and
bring you to feel, © Who can tell but what God will save My never-dying
~ ‘soul; hope thou in God, it may be 1 shall find favour in. His sight?” 1t
tias made you turn over things again and again. 1 will tell you what this
“faith and hope has done. 1t bas given you to Se€ more reality in the things
ot God'than in all the th'mgé of a passings dying world, T know what this
. faith and hope has done. It has raised your thoughts God-ward. 1 “know
" the things 'of the world come like a dead weight at times on our thinds, and
‘seem to swallow up everything, but where there is real faith and hope they
~ will force their way through, and you can no more keep the man from
thinking of heaven and hell and the things that make for his peace»thaln'
. you could create 2 world. ¢ Oh,” say you « there are a good many foolish .
virgins here, but if these things you have spoken of are marks of grace, and
things that will biing a man to heaven at last, blessed be God they are in
;Lj‘ “my heart in a little ieasure.”  The thirty-fold kf_ear;ers were approved by ot
God. If you have got this religion you have got a love that will bear you .
up -and carry you amidst all the opposition from the world, your own base
heart, and the devil, too. This .is your feeling, Give me Christ, or else I
die; nought but death shall part Him and me.? T will tell you what His
love will do. It will bring you to desire and love holiness as much as you-
L desire and pant for happiness. The foolish virgins do not think much
“* -about holiness.  Let us get to heaven., But,my friends, get t0’ heaven

and not love holiness here ! ) \

TheSoH of God . 3

P Sald, 13 I go to ) . _ .

‘you to Myself.” H o prepare a place for you,” :

' "As He has ‘done s: J;oeok our flesh with Him into héa,ven ::).sh:V: l;{etmtht.:d
heaven. That Spi 0, he gives us His Spirit here to oken of it.

prepafe a place fﬁi‘rlt is @ Spirit of holiness. As He ﬁazrepare us for that
: us, and - - gone to’ ,

attoken of it here.. ’ has taken the token with Him, so I?I:ega'ven ©

= ives us

'x Thlgse hgly gates for ever bar
N ollutxon, sin, and shame ;
‘;;‘e shall obtain admittance there .
Therefore, if you are ut followers of the Lamb.” - T
o . are going forth t oo
uprightness, in fai th to meet the Bride; .- L
brings ‘you ’;O cr ac:ﬂtl’ ‘pre’ and love, there is holinegs.rsoor;:l }lln truth, in
" right spirit witﬁi}; iy . Create in me a clean heart, O God eart. This -
. me. o . o
the grace of his lips ih I;t is said, “ He that loveth ;Jurene'ss’ a; " renew &
in heart, for they sh lc ing shall be his friend.” ¢ Blessed of heart, for
before God, “si vE all see God,” and be with Him “S‘j; are the pure
N - n 1 I . . 2
What dOE‘SA’God sasy .:n y“p lsague, my grief, it makes me ~Sighh: : dSay Sy
. abominations that are d e.t a mark upon them that s-igh andn mourq_!»
as satisfied as I am ‘tgne in the land.” They 2ve tho tru vi cry for the
. m that the Scri : ue virgins, [ am’
, perplexes you li o riptures are tru S
xes you like sin,  “ That is just right," say yz:lmtlhl}?g troubles and
, . now it is right.

. hat'do'you want to get to heaven for?
4 There I shall see His face,
And never, never sin, '

BuI; f‘rom the rivers of His grace
)rink endless pleasures in.” -

That is why you

' y you go forth to 1 - :
be i . h meet Him., A . R A ) .
‘ ound in your heart, and you are blessed :;ﬂ?:se the things that are to

“The kingdom
of h is 1i
gt Al eidon vlez.ver'x is like ‘unto. ten virgins, which tool '
; profession, but profession is not pc;ss' ; ook ther
‘ - s bu ession.
’?o see sin smarts but slightly, I
0 own with lip confession ’
és easier still, but O | to teel
They i Juts 4eep beyond ‘expres,sion,,n'
o eet the l-3r1degroom. There were no question s i
fheir mincs: o fea s_,'no casting downs. No one is mo _queSt‘f’“mgs "
o s ookieg T eIstltute of grace. “ What you belie 1.eIconcmtmi o
. i V . ‘
turning things ovel;- am looking for.” There is no self('e ‘b;el.leVe, b
e of pmfeSSio;l (I: ):iou zre a wise virgin, and you afe-;z? ml?atlon’ o
.( v ion, Gon st 74 : ing forth with
bt Lort? H y you.often come together i
: ? ave I begun it of el T oo vord
will read your h 4 e pa el ‘ 3
ir heart by my own.  You have been marlx;r:'i’ ot
. imes on your

kniees, or walki
» alking the fi .
© « Heaven is that holys happy places elds, or in secret places, saying; © Search
’ ch me; O

God, and tr .
v ‘me :
Where sin no more defiles.” : y-me, and see if there be any wicked way in m dl
‘ e ) e, and lead me in’

B .
the \Way evellastlng- God knOWS that has been the desue and Cly Of IIly
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heart hundreds of times before Him. You will get to heaven, you will be:
found right at last. ¢ Eh,” gay you. Heéarken : *“The meek’ 1 will'guide -
in judgment, the meek § @il teach My way.™ ‘“He that heareth thet’
reproof of life ‘abideth among the wise.”” - I
~ They « went forth to meet the bridégroon. And-five of them were:"
wise, and five were foolish.” I donot understand by this there will be'as.”
rany saved as lost; but it'is a parable; it* does not run upon all-fours ;.
God hasan aim in it to show forth. one principal thing. As in a picture 3.
it is to.show a house or a horse ; there- are: trees'and other things in the -
picture, but. they are merely to set. it forth; the priﬁéipa.l, object is the~

house or horse. So.this parable is to show how far. men-may.go, yet after:.:

all only have.the semblance-of the things..-
o Opinioéns i the head;:.
‘True faitlr as far excels
As bodies differ from a shade,
Of kernels from the slié}l's.”'
So “five of thems were. wise,. and five were. foolish.” Wherein did».«the.v .

wisdom of these consist.?
thing was needful; to, be born again. of the Spirit; they wanted to.prove .

that their religion was. of. God.: They could .not-take. things upon. trust... -

« What saith God to His servant?” . ¢ The simple believeth every. word.¥r -
_This is what grace did in their hearts, . If.it has done this for you you are
a wise man. They looked to see that. they had got the right thing. They
knew that ¢ the grace of God that " bringeth; salvation, teacheth a marn to-
denyungodliness and worldlylusts, and to tive soberly, righteously; and godly
. in this-present evil worlds? Where-this grace'is it is-acworld:coniguerings
grace; itis a soul-transforming grace, it is @ sin-subduing grace.. See what:
itis} *Five were wise;" they had got that grace that ¢nabled them to:
overcome the world. Grace brings a ‘man toseeand feel, s« This is not mys"
rest, it is poliuted.” 1 find to my cost and trouble that grace does not
root out sin. 1 can say 1 have: felf in the last weelg the very sins in my-
heart that I felt forty years ago, struggling, kicking, and plunging, but I
believe I know it is a sin-subduing grace, * s0 it is no more I that do its.
but sin that dwelleth in me.” * Five were wise.” They were not led”

captive by the devil'at his will; it was not just a flash and away. “Oh”"

say you, “1 think I know what this soul-transformirg grace is» Letus”
try. Perhaps many of you have seen, 0T you know it to be tiue, men on thié »
stage fight ‘one another so fiercely, and so0 savagely in appearance; as if _"'
'they meant to destroy one another, while the spectatois are looking -fon',,_
but when they get behind the scemes they aré dtinking and talking
1 have seen it many times in my y‘ounger" days. Thisis only .
It {s not done behind the scefies.

together.
done while the people are 160king on.

‘Now, my friends, perhaps your mortifying your sins is only toget a g’o;od"f';
name in the world, because people are looking at you: Kvery now and’

They looked well to.their ways they-felt: pnel_.;'

~
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then, perhaps conscience and y(). : 0 (53 (l t]:lele 18 SuCh a
’ ur sins come togeth r, an L

. . ] . ]
Ps 5..some tIICkEIy n yO_ ur bus"nessi an yC u thin ¥

- %1 will not do'that again;” but the next day you d¢ i

will not do tha y you dé it again. is no
zzlézr }172111’:;.:: : Ls;'onlyya;;-make-’believe,-.it. is-a play. If git lisizfsijnzz
God’” A is\wmrzol;r Ee;s- befpz:e God, © Create in me a clean heart, O:
y.,eu,"Sim atis evil:’a'r-u};, ;tt g th It is.not what the world may, thinkvabout-:‘,
God, -give him no rest.. A e;” say so
wﬁid,b e'iInilz;ts:vi;no'zl x‘vhat that..ls.” You have gotsic}':e" right :E:ngf;ﬁ

'givem‘me;é.‘sw":ﬁ ]esu.saChrfs.h'L. I believ:el know what it is.. He has:

: : eet. persuasion :that!I shall be with Him, therefore I can:

. enbourageryolts . Pive: were .wise;”. th :
ageryol... ‘“ Pive: were.wise;” they had got this; the others never:

- thought-about that: being' the; i ¢
n-,dmito ai;?:?a?;b :Elr];g :;he;-one *.thm,o?'t needful, or-what it was to have: a;
iatis thi_hgs. N ‘bi-.fo. e(; ead.: .'I‘he wise man:looks: well to his standing,,.
relgh ing dp ¢! re. ‘-.od.,« comes’ to the light:to.be ,made.m'aniffesf thai’:,"
sare done in:sincerity and: truth., * He.that soweth to:the ﬂesh}'

. shall of: theflesh reap ¢ i
all of: the:flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth: to. the Spirit shall of:

the Spiritireap - li EPITY
nntﬂaifr’::;d Zi?fh lffe]eyerlést—lnga~- If. you have got:a right religion, you are’}
Ifiyow have: te. C.qsest .:a}n.di -most :searching min‘istry that cé.n 'I’Je found'f‘»
blessed Woflo \faglg:t ;611'g1on; yowrwillinot not mind weighing it up by the :
’ | Word: of :God 5 :but " if yourhaveronly a name to. li : St
el a1 ok et ronly.a name to. live: and : A
gilﬁllf ;o{a l'fkexa faithful: .reprover, you. and: God will not. CO;\e T;e i;adf
rEIiéion i:i,flrészgneg, t.hat-yog: may be.persuaded and confitmed ‘:haf’gc,r oz::j
(bt were ool ; ’c N E‘}:VELOf thent were wise: and five: were foolish. gh‘ey ':
: d lish. °0t8i1"’l‘am S and,-t‘ ’ . N . - . 8 ._}I
t°'9k3~é>'il'inz ‘.th‘e'iirvz%s‘se.l‘s‘;w‘ith: t?hi:;i-."IaI'l’l‘ps(_)z?fkJ no oil with them;: but the wise
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