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REVON BY ¥R, F.L. GOSDEN 4 /? \/

~ at "Galeed® Chapel, Brighton,
on Wednesday, 12th October, 1960

Text: Lams. 3 ves. 22-24. LIBRARY OF THE

GOSPEL STANDARD BAPTISTS
The Holy Scripture is given by inspiration of God,and what

infinite wisdom and goodness is revealed also in this cénsideration.

If one had never heard of the Bible, had never seen ome - and I

understand that our dear departed friend when she was a child , in

her home there was no Bible at all, But if one unacquainted with

the Scriptures were given to undersfand that there was a people upon

this earth who belong to the great God, children of the heavenlyiKing,

and then this person wished to know how they were led through this

world to heaven, how surprised they would be to see where these favoured

people were brought inmto, They are the seed rdyal, angﬁet you follow

them through the Scriptures and see the places in which they are found.

And even in this chapter itself, here is Jeremiah, a prophet.of the Lord,

"I am the men that hath seen affliction by therod of His wrath", and

the first eighteen verses is a lamentation indeed from his own i |

experience; and each in our measure will kxnow something of this p&thway

if we are in the footsteps of the fleck, f‘"He hath led me and brought

me into darkness™ - this Lord, He led me,"brought me'into darkness

and not into light". There is something about these oyening verses -

that are very precioms to me, In ny similar measure 1 believe that

I know something;aboutﬁ them, and there is teaching to profit in it.

- "Surely ageinst me is He turmed; my flesh and my skin hath He made

whole; He hatﬁ broken my bomes.," This is that merciful God, - "Also,
when I crﬁy and shoﬁt, He shutteth out ny prayer.® Jeremish would
understand Job's pathway, and Job's wife would have told Jeremiah

the same as she told Job, "I should curse that God and die, I shouldn't
put up with that.” "He was unto me as a bear lyiﬁg in wait; He hath
bent His bow and set-me'up as a markfor His arrow; . I was a derision

to all my people; He hath filled me with hvv:?.*l:1:e1:~r.~;.esé;‘;,,_~ He hath also
broken my teeth with gravel stones and.hath covered méﬂwith ashes;

And thou hast removed my soul far off from peace; I forgat prosperity. .
And T said,'ﬁy strength znd my hope is perished from the Lord'". Do
you know anything about it? This is the pathway, this is where the
Lord teaches His people, Hezekggh said, "By these things men live."
They do when they have aiiving faith, and here in these verses is the
trial of faith, the test of faith, But the remarksble thing about it
is this - "Remembering my affllctlan.anéhy misery, the wormwcod and the
gall, my soul hathﬁgz:;tlll in remembraéce. And you would expect

him to say, "and I am in despair.” ' Neo, "My soul hath them still in

remembrance and is humbled in me," ' It rewinds us a little of what we

- were considering lately, "I will bear the indignation of: the Lord

because I hwe sinned against Him, unta He plead my cause and execute A§r"

Judgment for me. - He will bring me forth te the light and I shall
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beheold His righteousness,” These are the mercies of the Lord whichk
are with them that fear Him. 0, see the love of God exerting itselfl
See the mysbéry of how these dealings of . God with the soul draw the
soul to Hiﬁﬁ See the simmer flee for refuge to the hope set Hefore
him ! Look at Jonsh,"When my heart fainted within me I remembered
the Lord." This is the way. Is there anything in your soul which
answers to it? And the Lord makesﬂHiﬂSelf knownin these tempests,

in this warfare. "Remaubering my affliction and my misery, the
wormwood and the gall, my soul. hath them still in rem@mmfrance and
is humbled in me." Perhaps, some of you can visualise as you look
back to some spots and places when you theiight you would sink to rise
no more. The: Lord brings His people imnto the belly of hell, Brings
them right to the very ends of the earth, to the end of themselves,

to the end of their religion, to the end of their praying, to the

end of their chapel-going, and then He speaks., I believe that my soul’
has something still in remembrance and is huwmbled in me. "Thig I
recall td my mind, therefore have I hope.” "It is of the Lord's

mercies we are not consumed.” 4nd in the first place, Jeremiah here

is looking back on that record that he gives us of those afflictions,
misery, wormwood and gall, and he sees the mercies of the Lord im it,
And if I was left to myself 50 years ago, I might have thought then
that I had opportunity to do as I liked. But I have had to walk in

a great measure fhrough these eighteeﬁ.verses and looking back, seeing
how the Lord has inclosed my wa¥s with hewn stone and made my paths
crooked, I can look back and say that was mercy, wisdom. Wisdom and
goodness, the judgments of God. And therefore it is of the Lord's
mercies that we are not consumed, And the thing is it is because of
whose mercies they are. It is the Lord's mercies. There are human
mercies and we should exercise bowéls of mercies to our fellow-men,
But human mercy is very helpless. | Human compassion is very helpless.
There is something very poignant to see a mother looking upon an
afflicted and dyimg child. Very helpless. But the mercy of the
Lord is joined with power. It is infinite mercy, ommipotent mercy,
inmutable mercy, mercy which reaches unto the clouds, the Lord's mercy.
0, my friends, who can express the wonder of being united qnto the
Lord Jesus so that nothing can separaté us from His love !  All these
things recorded in the early part of this chapter, none of them separated
Jeremiah from the faithful, immutable love of God. But we shall have
to prove in experience the truth, We shallrnever know the truth ﬁ
by merely reading it in the Word of God - we must walk it out. An&
so much as we know by experience, so mmch belongs to us and no more,
So it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed., His mercies
take two parts. Providential mercies and His mercies in grace - the
upper and the nether spﬁLngs. Divine sovereignty orders all things,

controls the wicked and all events in this world, and the providence

of the Lordrs people, although for the most part they are led into a
path of tribulation and sorrow, the difference is that all the providences




of the Lord's peopbe wherever it ftakes them is under the control
of the covénant of grace which is ordered in all things concerning
them in their Xivex life's mimmtest circumstance, the covenant merey
of God orders, permits, controls and guides His peeple the right way
to heaven, and this was the right way for Jeremiah, 0", he says,
"it is of the Lord's mercy that we are not consumed.”  What would
consume us?  Speaking for myself, I should have cénsumed myself long
ago. Sin, O, the power, the recklessness of gin, like a2 burning
furnace in our very beingl® Sin would have consumed us. The world
would have consumed us, but for the mercy of God, Like 2z whirlpool
it is sucking down its thousands and millioms imto perdition, and who
is making us to differ but the mercy of the Lord? The world would
have comnsumed us but for His mercy. Our troubles would have consumed
us, Trouble drives gracelss people away from God, ¢, how many have
'been driven away from God, both profane and religious people! What
a test it is! There comes a breaking point to all natural religion
that has no root to it; It will stand some more,some less, but you
may depend upon it 2 natural religioa has a breaking point, as the Logd
pointed out to His disciples, "From that time mesy of His disciples went
back and walked no more with Him", From that time, from that event,
from that circumstance, Sometimes we see one who has promised well,
met with aymrg man or a young woman from that time they walk no mere
wiith them aﬁ&‘they g0 back. Or there may be an unexpected wave of
prosperity and that would prowve a breaking point of religion - they
throw it all to the wind. HMany, many things come to test, to see
whether there is a living root of faith in the soul, "It is of the
Lord's mereies that we are not comsumed."™  Are not ycﬁ compelled with
gratitude to say so when you Yook back? Are not you a wonder to yuorself?
Do you go by a prison and look at that place and say, "It is of the
Lord's mercies I am not there?" "It is of the Lord's mercies wek are
not comsumed because His compassions fail noi; they are new every
morning."  And so David sings, "The heavenms declare the glory of God,
and the firmement sheoweth His hanq}ﬁork. Day unto day.utterefh speech,
and night untc night showeth knowledge." 0, that we had eyes‘to see
and hearts to understand and faith to believe in that great omnipotent
God! Other things would not affect us like they do. He sits upon the
cirele of the earfh. I thought this mornming, I think we mentioned it,
the sun shining, all the wise . hw~et~ - of this world, the great men
of the earth running to anéfro, mneeting one another in conference asg .
though they were the freator of all things. And yet how impotent they
are! They can neither command the sun to rise nor can they cloud it.
"0, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness and for His wonderful
works fto the childreqéf meﬂf“ "His compassions fail not, they are new
every morning."”  And not only the natural morning, but a spiritual
moraing, Some of you may be in darkness, "Who is among you that
feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh

. o
in darknmess and hath no light? 1let him trust inthe name of the Lerd,
and stay upon His God.Y"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
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in the morming". And we sing sbmetimes, "It is midnight with my
soul till He, bright Morning Star, bids darkness flee®, and that will
be the morning, and I believe that is just what David meant in our
reading. T had fainted". His enewies were lively and strong,
constantly pursued by Saul, compelled to flee from Absalom, I had
fainted unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the 1iving,ﬁ/iﬁs théugh he would say, "I believe I shall see
it, I shall see His goodness,and therefore I shall not faint."” Anmd -
from that experience he could exhort the people of Gaod, "Wait on the
Lord, be of goocd courage and He will strengthen thine heart. Wait,
I say , on the Lord," "Because His compassions fail not." Because
He does not fail. I do, we do, He does not. O, what a God He is}
This is the only way that Jeremiah or anybody else is brought through
the wilderness world. And there is something very precious in this
vale of conflict and sorrow, where we are often given the wine of
astonishment to drink and shown hard things. You take it all out of
your life., TYou take such a path and such an experience out of the
Word of God.  Where would be the-Pég;ms? What would be left?
Haven't you ever had it righyéut of\§our heart, when the Lerd has
mercifully granted you a reviving, brought you up out of the herrible
pit and the miry clay, you have been able to Say, "The Lord is precious
to my soul, my transport and my trust?"  "They are new every morning."
Of course, this we have illustrated in creation and providence, How
fresh is the nmorming, the early dew, the early sunshine, birds renew
their singing"! There is a wonderful =mexxy analogy between the works
* of creatiom and the works of grace, And it is intentional. "They
are new every morning, great is His faithfulness,® And the faithfulness
of Ged is based upon His infinite Being. That is the greatness of
His faithfulness)and that faithfulness is the basis of the whole of
His works in salvatien. And so the Apestle says to Timothy, "It is
a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation,that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief." 4 faithful God.
0, faith will hang upon divine faithfulmess and its immutability, even
in the belly of hell, I am sure that Jomah did. A He said, "I
remembered the Lord." He was cast out of His sight, he was there
through his own sin, his own rebellion and disappointment, but his
faith ##i did not Rakky die. "] remembered the Lord." He was under
no sweet influence of the experience of His smile and presence, he was
in complete darkness. The Lord was absent, he was suffering under
soul destitution. Do you know what/%g, ang§et for something at the
very bottom to say, "I remembered the Lerd?" He is immutable, nothing
can change Him, He is Ommipotent. He can, if He will, deliver,
He is Omnipresent, He is where I am. He is Omniscient, He see us when
we segﬁot Hiwm, "I will remember it." Phis is the way that faith
walks through the wilderness. "They are new every monring, great is
Thy faithfulmess.®  The Lord is faithful in the first place to Himself,
And it is a wonderful thing that he mmy can be faithful to Himself and

yet save a sinner, According to the reckoning of carmal reason, it wonld
BPPe8Yevr s
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that He must be either unfaithful to Himself to be faithful to a
sinner,or that a sinner must be lost in order that the Lord night be
FTaithful. But such is the fovenant of ?zace and that means which
the Lord has appointe@éo redeem.ﬂis_peoPle,that He is a just God and
a Saviour. A wonderful thing! You may feel at times lqoking at
yourself that it is im@ossible'— you can understand a just God and
a destroyer, but & just God and a Saviour - O, the gospel itselfl
And His divime faithfulness is also tgéhe covenant undertakings., He
undertook the responsibility of those who were given to Him by His PFather,
He was willing to redeew them, willimg to pay the full price. Willing
to endure the cross, sufferings, ignominy,and shame. Willing toc become
poor, He Who wag infinpitely rich, ?illing to be made sigyﬂe Who knew
no sin, and He was faithful. He -was faithful to the law of CGod.
He gave to the law infinite satisfaction. There is not a jbt or tittle
of the law left unfulfilled. Znd the mercy of the Lord contéins this,
divine satisfaction to the law, it is just merey,it is just faithfulmess.
0, it does suit sinners, the chief of sinners! And what is such a
confort is this that we have to look outside ourselves for all righteousness,
all worthiness, all life, e shall.flnéﬁothlng in ourselves. And
yet again all that we kz¥exiz look for im Christ Jesus is to be brought to us.
"0, sacred union, firm and strong"! Union to the Lord Jesus is the most
vital thing.  And therefore we should contimmally examine ourselves
for evidences of union unto God in Christ, such a wvital union as is the
head to the body, the branch to the vine. Such a union as the members
derive all from His fulness, all life and grace, all light and
righteousness, all hoiiness and worthiness, Well, this is all in the
meréies of the Lerd. “it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not
consumed becaunse His compassions fail not.” . It just comes into the mind
that if anything would cause the Lord's compassions to fail, it must be
myself, the chief of sinners. You look at that wonderful Scripture
in Ezekiel - it s0 often presents itself to our mind - "His compassions
fail not" - "Now when I passed by thee and looked upon thee, behoird, thy
time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee and covered
t akedness; /yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into & covenant with
thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest mine,"” YHis compassions
fail not, they are new every morning; great is His faithfulness,"
0, how poor it does make this world! And isn't it sweet when this
gospel, this salvation, eclipses the world)so that you can look at your
providences and be made willing for the Lord to choose your inheritance
for you? Look at all thlngs in this life and say, "lee me Thy gospel
~and Thy grace,and Wlth respect to everything else, "Thy will be done",
"They are new every mn:nlpg, great is Thy faithfulneSS.//vﬂnd this
Lord is my portiom, my soul says so. ¥hat a mercy it is to have a
living soul that speaks8 = Have you a soul that sPeaks9 If you have
a2 living soul whereln is living faith, it will speak an91t will argue,
but it will always argue for Ged, And in the deeps, when deep
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calleth unto deep a2t the noise of God's waterspouts, that faith will
live and speak, "Why art thou cast down, © mywsoﬁl?" There is
every reason why it should be7if you trace the history from which
that blessed Psalm was kakewy drawn. But, "Why art thou cast downm,
O my soul? And why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in Ged."™
There is more ground for hope in God than there is for despair in
yourself, or ig%he world, or im your circumstances. Blessed faith
gsees God, and "When she%s lifteéap the highest, she sings of none but
Christ.” "The Lord is my portion, saith my soul”. 0, it is the soul!
Through the Psalms David continually speaks ! of his soul; little about A
body. Little about the concerns of his earthly kingdon, Well, when
you consider these things,indeed; it makes me ashamed. What an
exercised soul we have here! More concerned about his soul than his
body - are we? Our business, yes ~ and mark this, we should be
diligent in business. Carelessness is not inculcated in any way in
the Word of God, but diligence, 3ut 0, my friends, we need fervency of

spirit while we are diligent in business. And it is very precious

when you feel perhaps, up to your very chin in perplexities of family

and business, yet to feel the mysterious inward life in your souliby
which you walk with God in the deeps, in yaqfimp@ssibilities, in all
your perplexities and conflicts. "Saith my soul". That is the thing.
0, there is something so sweet about an inward experience of the

kingdom, the suthority of grace, thg%recionsness of Christ When.it

enters into your sorrows,and we shall meet with them. Yes,th Sis

a vale of tears but the pilgrims Hhey made the wvalley of Baca a well,

And that illustrates faith in the midst of this valley and all its sorrows,
temptatihons,and cares)digs a well, prayer; faith digd. Have you ever
been in dgep ani%eavy SOrTOW,OT laid upon a bed of affliction,and the
Lord mercifully exercised your soul and enabled you to dig by prayer,
an?&ou made a well and drew up from that exercise living water?

"Spring up, O well!® Brings a little of the water of the Well of
Bethelehem into your soul.” "The Lerd is my portion, my seul saith so."
Mnd it is your soul that matters. It is sweet to take your soul into
the business, take your soul intq%he midst of your difficulties.
Sometimes you will prove the line of a hymn concerning that faith -

it laughs at impossibilities and saysy "It shall be done.” That prayer
of faith which forces a passage through ironm bars and brazen gates.

Know what it is?  "The Lord is my portion, seith my soul®. But it

means this, it will mean a sacrifice. "Gather my sinners unto e, LA T

those that have made a2 covenant with Me by sacrificé." ‘Yes, you may

be brought to a point where you will have to sacrifice something for this
Portion. It is as though Jeremiah wonld say, "I pass by every other
alluring thing, pass by every other advantage.” There may be some
prospect in life which would give a great advantage to the detriment

of your soul, 0, but Jeremiah says, "The Lord is my portion, saith my
soul." And that will give godliness with contentment which is great

gain, In 1922 I could have taken a very prosperous business in a part



“What a portiom! What a rich person who belongs to Christ! Paul says,

grace, and in that need there is a hunger and thirst for the living God,

- they be brought to rejoice with Jeremiah and say, "It is of the Lord's

s

of the country where there was no truth, no preaching, and it was at

that time when I was heavily exercised about my soul an%%he ministry,

Bnd I was compelled to come to this, "The Lord is my portion, saith

my soul®, It might meam a sacrifice. But if He is precious, you

will be made willing, And what a portion He is, an efernal Portion,

a spiritual ®pm Portion, a living Portion, and a Portion that you will

take with you when you die, Bvery other portion you must leave behind,

"What will it profit a man if he gain the whole_woiid an%ios? his soul?"
And there will be a reckoning of faith in that particular, Do # some

of ycu'long for salvatbn? Do some of you long for grace -~ @, that you
had grace in your heart? Well, the Lord alone can satisfy that longing

I have a2 deceitful

soul - He has promised tgﬁo-so. I believe, alth
heart, that if I could be possessed of an imdmbiekte evidence of being
complete im Christ, I would willingly prefer that than possess the whole

of Brighton, It is a dead-looking lot, the whole of Brighton, dark,

dead lot, O, a view of the King in His beauty, just a little taste

that thé Lord is gracious will k= put the world beneath your feet, and
you will rejoice with Jeremiah, "The Lord is my Portion, saith my soul.”
Therefore will 1 hope in Him," I will leave every other object.

There is no other hope, "All other grounmd is sinking sand." But what
a sufficiency is there - an all-sufficient God for your Portion, For
Him to Bbe your Wisdoa, righteouéness, sanctifiecation, redemption, your
Friemd, your kmad®xy Elder Brother, your great High Priest, your Redeemer,

your Hediator, your Forerunmer for you entered into heaven itself,

"A11l things are theirs", and so it is, And if we possessed the world
and were destitute of Christ, we are poor,and miserable,and weetched,
and blind,and makedi Do you believe it? - Do you feel it? O, it is
great to feel Christ is precious in the need of Him, I feel that it is

no small experience to feel a need of Christ, Some of you may feel that,

and to your apprehension have no evidence that you possess Him at all.
Perhaps you feel you never will, but with your need of Him, is there
something about # that need that conmects you with His fulness?  There
is knowledge in need, there is life in need, but you cannot live on it.
And the proof that your need is of the Spirit will be this, tha;§ou will
never be satisfied j until that need is supplied from the fulmess of His

0, may the Lord make this chapter a comfort to-trouh&eéﬁeople. Hay . | |

mercies that I am not consumed,because His compassions fail not. The

Bord is my Portion, saith my soul, therefore will I hope in Him," i
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