Sermon preached by Mr., G.J. Colller, at Jireh Chapel,
Tenterden, on the evenlné of 18th May, 1983

P If the Lord may help me this evenlng, I would draw your
attentlon to a word which w111 be found in I Corlnthlans 15, the first
verse, -and part of tne second ‘

Text: "ﬁmeOVER sbrethren, I declare unto you the gospel wnloh I preached
- unto you; which also ye have recelved and whereln ve stand By
whlch also ye are. saved." I'Cor., 15. 1 & 2.

: -' Tnere are flve great p01nts’1n thl° woro before us, I w111
just mentlon them, so that we can retain them as a base -0of ouz subject this,

evening.  First of all this word, 'declare'. "Moreover,. brethren, I declare"]"
Secondly, 'I preached?, and thirdly, 'ye hove received'; and then fourthly,
've. stand', and finally and fifthly, 'ye are saved', Tremendous points of

teuth these five points are, and I have noted, no doubt you have, how that
'five! figures a great deal in the Word of God right throughout, and s0 often °
this is one of the great demonstratlons of the imspiration of God's holy Wbrd
So often do these five points. in the Scrlpture denote the grace of God,  We -
have an example of that here in our temt this evening, that these five 901nts
are demonstrations of God's grace toward the people of Hls ChOlce.

R sometlmes feel we. do not read endugh . the Blble. Ve may
have our casual and spasmodic turnlags to it and readlngs here 8 chapter or a’
chapter or two, but I feel thait one of the great things is to read the WOId of
God from beglnnlnt to end. I have Just: freshly started from Genises to - :
Revelation, and a frlend of mine told me the other day that e praCulced
reading the Bible throughout once eveﬂy year. It is +ne all 1mportant factor
for Xnowledge and understandlng, the WOrd of Fod

If I may tell you a 11tt1e prlvate, domestlc experlence of
mine, over sixty years ago now,: I used to receive’ letters from 8 young lady,
and I uged. to read these letters. I did not just look at the beglnnlng of "
them, and then turn over a few pages and see who' it: wag that was wrltlng, and
then put it in wy pocket. I think if that had been my p:gftlce we should not
have been in close union for sixty years., You see I not/tehd the letter, but
I read it many, many times., - It was from a person that loved me, and it was
written by a person I loved. ' ' ' e

. And here we have the Word ef God from Him who loves with an’
eternal love all His people, and He sends outJthat  immeasurable love the Word:
of His grace, the Word of His truth. My dear friends, we ‘ought- to take it -

far, far more to our hearts than we do. There is nothing in my view so -
profitable .as the readlng of God's holy Word. There is always something to
gain. We may well find ourselves examined rlght to the very hesrt of our. belng
- by the Word of God. We may also find the line in-which we must:walk.and

take that that we might find precious nearness to Jesus aud the things of

God in thelr real power and blessedness.

v well nov, let us Jook at these five: thln&s then, one . after
another, - I have notlced this, perhaps you have, ‘whett ve have five. thlngs
in the Word of God, the flrst and the last are often the most. 1mportant
You just look at it here now, and see how that is bourne outs - The. flrst
of these things 1s,"I declare', says Paul; - He declares: the whole "glorious
fulness and fundamental reallty of the gospel and of ‘course that was all of.
hig life, it was. the spring. of his mlnlstry. And then thée last of these
- five things is thls,,'whereln ye are saved', and yau'w111‘flnthhat.there,is,a

connecting link between these two, the flxst and the last,: . . And. then: again
~T have noticed this, the thmrd, in-the middle of these flve things isg always
of great 31gn1f1¢ance and 1mportance, and “that is; -'ye have received'.. Now

- you look at the Word that god declares, or that His servant decladres, of the
.“Woxrd of Goo, that belng recelved is the cause and evidence oof these -souls.
being saved, So you see there is a connection in-this way:most wonderfully
with the first, and the last, and then the central truth-of all. Now this.

- is only my observatlon ‘of these things, but no doubt, if you: thlnk of it very
earefully and look 1nto it, you will find how that is borme.out agalg__anﬁﬁf
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again in the precious, sacred Word of Gods i

Well nov, let us take the first p01nt "Paul said 'I declare!.
He did not invent the. gospel, It was not the creature of his own intelligence,
and heawas a mighty intellectual man was Paul, But he knew full well that the
gospel had no origin in himself, He felt it was a mighty privilege to be raised
up and called by God's grace, and ordained, and sent forth as a minister of the
gospel, that he might declare the wonderful things of God, - No, Paul was
declaring what God had declared before time began, before the world was made,
and every minister of the gospel declares what was from the beginning., It is
unalterable, unchangeable, the glorious foundation of fundamental truth,
Paul says, T declare unto you the gospel!, e

' When Paul was at Ephesus, you remember how he told the Church
after two years' mlnlstry, that he was called to go to Jerusalem, and as he
parted company with those dear saints at Ephesus, they all went:down to the
shore to see the last of their faithful servant and minister, and they. were.
weeping, But just before they parted company, Paul ‘said this, "For I have
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God", (Acts 20.27). And
he says I am free from the blood of any man; no one at Ephesus, or mnywhere
else for that matter, could lay a finger of condemnation at Paul and say you
only.. taught us part of the truth, you only declared some of the gospel.

Paul . says I have not shunned to- ‘declare unto you all the counsel of God., :
And this is a faithful place ‘and position indeed, which God requires from all
His servants. . We cannot avoid, sometlmes it may seem, the truths in this
glorlous gospel and. the Word of God are not all so pallatable as others.

Some people who go forth and claim to be ministers of the gospel only present:
the easy, softer and more acceptable aspects of the gospel. But you see it is
all,balanced in a wonderful way and manuner. There ig medicine in ity there
is. food in it there is. correotlon to be found and learnt by it; there is
encoubagement for the least, and the worst, and the weakest. ~~These is a.
bulldelng up, and ‘sometimes there ig a pulllng -down. A11 ‘these are parts
of the great and glorious declaratlon of the gospel and Paul says, 'T have:
declared unto. you the gospel’ . L

And you notice where this takes place after these fourteen.

chapters (of course there were not chppters when Paul wrote this letter),

but after this long period of exhortation, admonition and declaration; Paml
comes te this point as ‘'he closes this great and wonderful eplstle, he says,
Moreover, brethren, T declare unto you the gospel! - Well, my dear friends,
what a sonderful thing it is!  'The heavens declare the glory ‘of God, as the:
Creator, the gospel- declares the glory of a Trlune ‘Jehovah 'in its wonder,
.blessedness and greatness. K The Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost receive
all honour and glory by the declaration of the gospel

Well now, we must pass to the second point, and that is,
'T have preached unto you'. You may say, what is the difference between the
declaration of the gospel, and the preaching of it? VWell, there is a
difference, -and it -is 1mportant that we should lay hold of it. You see the
difference is thls, as I view it, the declaration is a declaration of God's
truth, unalterable, -unchanging and ‘glorious, God-honourlng. " The preaching
ig God's instrumental way. of appllcatlon of declared truth. - The preaching,
therefore, is the preachlng by 1nstruments that God has chosen and ordained .
of the words of truth, . God has ordained that by the foollshness of preaching,
“ag-we' were reading: Just now (I Cor. 1,18), He should save them-that believes
Now-it does not mean to: say that the preacher or ‘the preachlng av01ds some of the
'great fundamentals. of the gospel,: but he does mean that they’w111 be enabled-
to take the words of truth and preach then, And there is nothing to my mind
more wonderful in this world, and in the whole economy of God's grace, than
the ordlnatlon and the use that God makes of fegble men to preach the everlasting
gospel " There:was the Lord our God with angels at His beck ‘and call who .have
never sinned and never disobeyed, never broken anythlng that was sacred, and
yet He turns from the angels and He appoints poor, fallen man, who by His grace
has been raised up from death and darkness, and He app01nts ‘this .creature, this
man, this poor, weak, sinful, dependent man to go forth and preach the E



everlasting gospel, the words of truth and grace, {to 31nners' hearits,
I say what a profound wonder 1s this.

: , When Gornellus recelved a great v131on from God the angel
came. to hlm -and . he said, "Send men to Joppa and find one whose name ig Peter"
(acts 10, 5) . The angel could not preach the gospel to him, he had to send
all the way to Joppa to hear from the words of poor Peter the words of grace
and truth and life that was to ‘bring ‘the ‘Gentile people first of all into -
the Kingdom of God.. And, O my dear frlends,_I daresay that you have some very
special experience. in. regard to preachers.v, You love them, not -because of -
what they. are, but because of what. they preach and what they set forth, and
if you have had any experience of the preciousness of Jesus Chrlst through the
words of .a minister of the gospel, you cannot but feel attached to ‘that person,
You love the memory of hlm, you cherish every thought that comes to your mind
of how the Lord used hlm to brlng you 1nto a true state of knowledge of
Chrost -and HlS gospel. :

Now you dear young people, I remember the time when I used
to hear some very eminent ministers of the gospel, and they were especially
used in my. case to bring me to a place of understanding, and a place of
seeking; a place where . I revered the sacred things of God and eschewed those
preciocug words. of truth ‘and rlghteousness. and O, how I was- ‘gsaying this
morning, how I loved to attend, and’ cherlshed the tlme which would come so
slowly, I thought in those’ days, when I could enter the House of the Lord and
hear from the lips of one of His own chosen vessels the wordg of truth and
grace, And I daresay you find sometimes that there is a thought in your heart,
and the mlnlster in the. pulplt must have khown all about you, sonebody had
told hl'n. ‘ .

Only the other day I had one of my congregatlon come -to me
and sa;d you told Mr, So-and-so, who was preaching in my place, you told him .
all about me, I sald I have ‘done nothlng of the sort, I only had s quarter
of an hour w1th him before he went into the pulpit, and we had no time, and
I had no intention to give any details about your case. Well, she said,
it is a most wonderful thing, because everythlng he gaid seemed to dlrectly
apply to my case, my feellngs, my experlence, as 1f he knew and was
unravelling really . the very thoughts of my heart. '~ It must be the Lord
that knew, . It must be the Lord that ‘gave him the word and brought that .
megsage.-to. my soul cand it was a great means of encouragement

- - Yes preachlng. 1T have preached', says Paul, .and what a
Wonderfulxetatement What a vast ground he’ had to" support that statement.-.
No man.since the day. of Pentecost has preached llke the Apostle Paul, We
only know a little of his _sermons, but we can see the effects and what we.
have here by the Hbly Spirit, and elsewhere. " We know that he was a gan sent
of God, raised up and chosen by Him, as the Lord Jésus said to him on the way
to Damascus, "Thou shalt witness for me among klngs ‘and’ Gentllee and many
people™ (Acts 9. 15) 'T ‘have preeched ‘the gospel’s

Now there are just one or two thlngs tnat I must say about
preachers, and one is this: They must be sent. "How can they preach except they
be sent?" (Rom.lO 15). I am quite sure that every real minister of the
gospel is oftimes. found perplexed and deeply concerned about ‘whether really
he has been.sent, . The devil will try to persuade ¥ocm that. they have not;.
anything that .can poeelbly deter a real gservant of Christ will be used by the
‘great adversary.»p There will be such’'a lack of- fru1t° there will be  so
little evidence of . effectsn there w1ll be few that will seemingly be moveds;-
people will come. and go seemlngly without any 1mpact and the guestion will
go on in the heart and congcience: 'Have I really been sent?! ~But I find
this when one is. down in these depths at times, the Lord wonderfully sends -a
singuiar. evidence: that one has been sent, :

T . I went once to Peterborough in the wer, when there was a
bomblng rald on,: and we had to bring the service to an abrupt end, and I
went away and I thought whatever have I accompllshed whatever has been done?
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it seems a blank completely, utterly and unav01dab1y. ‘But then in 1969
(this of course Was somewhere in 1941, I think) I attended o service and &
lady came up to me at the end of it and said, do you remember preaching at
Peterborough when we had an air rald and it was very dangerous and dlfflcult
I said, madam, I do remember it, She said, that was the time when the Lord:
broke  into my soul and dellvered me from Satan s power and’ darkness, ' You- see,
the Lord will keep HlS people and. His servants when they get dlscouraged
cast down, and prove they are sent by Him, It is not the bold, confident,
proud, who are so sure of. thelr creéentlals and so certard of" belng able: to
deliver satlsfactorlly to their hearers that bear any evidence of being sents -
It is the tried, tempted, strugpllng soul that has dlfflculty to find a text,
and difficulty to deliver upon it, and very llttle encouragement in doing so,
they are the people God has sent, ‘And be sure of thls, whom God has-sent -
God will use to His own. glory and to the gwtherlng'ln of Pls elect from the
four corners of the earth. Yes, the preacher, we rosd in the book &f
‘Beclesiastes, "The preacher sought to find out acceptable -wordss and. that
which was written was uptlght, even words of truth" (Eoc, 12.10)

So then 'the preaching’. S L _

: Now We come thlrdly to the great ‘central truth of our text
and that is, 'received'. "I preached unto you, which also ye have received",
Now my dear friends, if we have cone under the preachlng -of God's Word indeed,
and with any degree of . power, then. thefe’ has been a receiving of God's truth.
in our heart, Now that does not mean to say that the- creature, the person,r
the individual,: has done anything meritorious in this matter, “You see it is
all the work of God. = You see, when the Lord Jesus was here He gave an .-
illustration, and that illustration was this: "The sower went forth to sow",
and he took, of course, with him good seed (Mark 4). It was good seed that
fell on the wayside; it was good seed that fell among thorns, but neither
of these two places yielded any fruit. = It was not the seed, it was the
ground, Then He says, there was seced sown in good ground, T+ was good
because it was prepared ground and the seed recelved it and brought fcrfh
fruit in abundance.n o .

_ Now when God 1ntends Hls people to~ recelve He- w111 prepare -
them for it. Sometlmes thls preparatlon is lengthy, very severe, deep. -
It is needful it -should. be. Ve do not wanit anything like the way31de .
experience in hearlng the WDrd of God. . I hope noae of you w111, when you
leave the House of Prayer, have lost everythlng that I have tried to''say. -

I hope none of you will prove to be wayside hearers,Abut I do hope there
might be a real recelv1ng of. the truth as it is in Jesus. You see, 'ye have
received?. "And ag many -~ says the. wnrd of God - ag recelved Him®, that is,
the Lord Jesus. . John. speaks of that in that wonderful first chapter of- the
gospel,. "As many .as recelved Him, to them gave He power to becoms: the sons.

of God, even to them that- belleve on His name," (John 1,12) "Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God." (v 13). You see, it was by the power of God that there was a receiving.
0, that is something that is very vitel and important, and receiving of God's
truth should be a concern with all who sebk after the thlngs of God,

v You w1ll never ‘be satlsfled with merely hearing the Word;
you - w111 never be satisfied really because you come to hear -it in the place
where it is declareds; .you w111.on1y be satisfied when ‘you ‘can‘really feel
this honestly in your hearts, YT have ‘received the preclous Word -of the Lioxrd..
in my soul'. Oy and it will make a great effect upon “yocu; it will'change
everybhing; 1t will turn darkness.lnto 11ght° it W111 turn the ‘love éf. sin out
of your poor heart, and it will place within you. a real reverence and love "
for the things of God and for Christ Himself when you wreceive.: There = .
were many in the Word of God who did not receive, not among theix fellow .
men, and we are told in the Word of God why they received them not; it was
because they knew not Him who had seht Him, 'That which ye have recelved'

Our tlme is golng and I mst come to the fourth point,
and that is 'wherein ye stand" . Now if you want a real proof - of .your having
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received the Word of God savingly and blessedly in-your soul, here it is, -
you will stand. =~ You will stand when everything else seems to be bresking
away and decaying arcund you. You will 'stand fast,” as I think Paul 'says

in the sixteenth chepter of this same epistle, and the 13th vVerse, he says, '
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like mén, be -strong." = - -°

This is how Paul concluded this wonderful -eépistlé to the Corinthiang =
'Watth,,iSﬁandxfast'. A waverer just simply demonstrates that they have
never really received. A personwho cannot stand adversity, opposition or
tribulation really declares that ‘they have never 'really recéived, God sends
these very things to prove to His people the grace that will ehable them to .
stand.  And they will stand in spite of all that the devil can do, and all
their own poor, fickle, unworthy hearts can 1ift up against. They will stand!
'"Wherein ye stand', says Paul, "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about
with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness". (Eph. 6.14).

And Paul in the Hphesians gives us that wonderful catalogue of spiritual
armoury which God supplies to all His saints, the shield of faith, the sword
of the Spirit, the helmet of salvation, and se having done all, ye may

stand. (v 15/17)

0, you may see people going away from the truth; you may
sec people depart and never return; yoi may feel saddened by these things
in these days. But the real secret behind it all is that they do not
stand simply because they have not received. Now that is a very great
principle, I firmly believe it, and therefore I declare it.

And now we come to our last point, the fifth in our
text, 'By which ye are saved!. 0, my dear friends, what a wonderful thing
this ig to be saved? The word is often used, bandied about sometimes,
talked about by men who, it might appear, know very little about its real
nature, But to be saved by the Lord, and by His grace, what a marvellous,
infinitely glorious thing it is, 'wherein ye are saved’. I said at the
beginning that this last point is connected with the firsit, and so it is.
It was what God declared before the foundation of the earth would be
verified and fulfilled in every vessel of mercy in time, in God's own
way, and in His own time. He did indeed appoint a way whereby His people
might be justified. Now He declares that justification, and those who
are saved are made to rejoice in the justifying power of God. They say,
"The just shall live by faith", (Rom. 1.17). -

If He declares than that such a soul should be called out
of the world, from the very depths of disgrace, and ruin, and wretchedness,
by one single word being dropped into the heart, that will be fulfilled
in time, and that sinner will be brought out by God and called by His
grace, and saved with an everlasting salvation. These are the saints of
God, saved by Jesus Christ. We were singing precious words this evening
about the blood, the blood of the dear Redeemer, the sufferings of that
glorious Son of God. Thig is the cause of the salvation. Thisg is the
very heart of it, and this is the experience of God's saved people, loved
and received. They want more and more to know the power of that precious
blood of atonement in their hearts. When they can really feel they are
saved, when they can see their sins blotted out and their souls cleansed
by the blood of Christ; saved with an everlasting salvation, without money.
There is no human merit, no creature work can ever come into this great
subject or matter, It is from first to last the work of God, and this is
a great comfort to us all because, if it was us, if it were you and me, had
to play a part in it, we should never be saved, It is essential that we
should praise Him who ever liveth, He who can never change., He can in all
things do right and fulfil His own glorious will in the great salvation pf
Hig people. He is the One that saves, and saves for evermore, We only
have a part here - I was going to say a small part - but it is a wonderful
part nevertheless, in this salvation when we are here in this world. The
greater part, and some &f us will not be long before we reach it, will be
heaven, when the unmitigating glory will be revealed, the preciousness gf
Christ will be seen in all its fulness, and as I was spesking this morning,
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the bea,uty of the.Lord will.shine in a glowing .which we could never sta,nd
here. - . But the redebmed soul must enter 1nto hea,ven to behold 1t That

is what salva'tlon -means. - - It means’ that your la.fe 1s taken up by God and - your‘
soul is possessed by His glory. It means that your whole ‘belng9 your

will, your hea,rt, your affeotlons are ga,the:red unto the Lord I{J.msel_,"' and | ,
under His. command and in His cont rol to the everlastlng glory of Hls name.]

S ) So these, ny dea,r 1r1ends, a,re the fle:‘ D'reat po:.nts that '
Paul - b:clngs 'bef oTe US,.. May (de brlng them :mto our nearts, and may we ‘
not only rece:s.ve the truth but may we be saved by the, trufh ) i

Amen. o
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