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Texts "One - tnlng have I des1red of the Lord that w111 seek after that
1 may dwell in- the House" of the .Loxd all the days of my llfe, to "
behold tne beauty of the Lord, and %o enquire in His temple."~ Ps.27.4

These are great words. Tnls is a famlllar text. We may
become go famlllar W1tn certaln texts and- be in danger of losing 31ght '
of their intrinsic value and pr601ousness. . But however famlllar one
may become with the. Wbrd there 1s alwaJs a depth of unfathomable wonder
beneath,

: We have four thlngs in our text of outstandlng 1mportance,
and . they con51st in the main. w1th what we would call 'One’ thlngs. DaV1d
says that he. des1red *One thing!, = A worldly mlnd believes that the most
desirable thing is versatlllty. Some may speclallse, but for the most part
the ‘acquiring of knowledge of this, that and the other ig in thelr eyes
the only important thing. They have no interegt in the 'One thlng"
thaet the Psalmist speaks of here; they range over a wide field and grasp
nothing. - The ‘'one thlng' To seekers is a real coricern over their soul,
and its relatlonshlp to a vast eternlty. Belng the effect of - God's graoe*
upon the soul becomes the. one thlng needful while all other matters fall- "
into 1ns1gn1flcance, and an . -ever increasing 1nterest rlses w1th1n to seek
and flnd the salvatlon that is in Chrlst Jesus.,»

- Dav1d says, "One thing have I des1red of the-Lord™, .
Paul may ‘seem- to put it in even stronger term3° "But- this one thlng
I do, forgettlng those things. that are behlnd ‘and reachlng forth unto -
those things that are before, I press toward the mark of “the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3. 13/14).  People may think they have-
a great many. thlngs that are worth hanging. on to, and put them forth as . -
supposed marks of life, But this is the great mark of 1ife 'One thlng':.
All other marks, imaginery ot otherw1se, must be put oh one gide’ in '
the pursuit of the all important thing. This desire that David speaks
of, wherever it. is found, oometh alone; from the Lord kand some of you -
know as -you 1ook back into your earlier days tnere wasvnever ‘a desire . .
in your heart for the thlngs of God not about yoar soul and its destiny, -
nor for the truth of- God, . You may have had a pa531ng thought here -
and there, when- perhaps some strange or calamatous thing occurred in
your experience, which may have made you. thlnk serlously abour efernity

withoot creating a real de31re. . And why? Because a-yeal ‘desire
must come. from the Lord. .. My frlends, what a great thing ‘itiis when . .
the desire cometh, . The wise man says, nthat when desire cometh it -is-

a tree of 1life" (Prov. 13. 12). ' There is a word in the 18th chapter of
the book of Proverbs, the frrst verse, "Through desive aifan’ ‘having -

separated himself, seeketh and 1ntermeddleth w1th all w1sdom" That
is a striking: word,to - mind, It tells us that through’' de81re a man ..
separates himself; it bégins the separation from -the wotld, '~ God will . .=

teach him, through the plantlng of thks desire in his heart ;that he
wannot- have the. world in one hand and the th;ngs of* God-in" the other. e
He must separate himself, and when He does so, he' then' secketh and

- intermeddleth with all w1sdom°'whlcn, as T understand it, is to seek .
after and become sweetly involved with Christ, “whom the Old Testament . .
sets forth under the title of Wisdom . He is made wisdom to all. His
people, and they, through divine grace have their affections drawn
out to His Person, and their thoughts 1ntertw1n1ng with His Word,
and ways, and His. thOUéhtS in His gracious déalings with the chlldren:

of men, - Your deslre s very ‘iviportant; without’ it we have no real
evidence of having been born agaln, and thus haV1né the 11fe of God
in the soul. S . s o

But you will never be satisfied with your des1res.
If you are a real believer you will nevetr be quite ‘without them, but
you will never. be: satlslled w1th them, 7You w111 not- say to-yourself;.
'well T:believe I have a right desire, and that is all T expect!. :
That will never beua satlsfylng factor 1n the 11fe of a Teal: bellever.



No, the more. the deslre, tne more a yearnlng for 1ts enlargement
You will be saylng at tlmes, "These ‘fecble desifes, these wxahes B0 weak,
tis. Jesus 1nsp1res, and blés e stlll seek " (Gadsbys 804,.»~f

Now, these are the 1mportant things. I may be speaklng
to those who are anxnousg and concerned about the valldlty ‘of" their
religion, or tnelr experleqce of ite ﬂell, itisa good thing to be
concerned about thls, we ‘should take uothlng for granted; we need
everythlng confirmed By the Lord, every step we' have taken we need to
have that step verified.  The way we can find that is from the godly -
characters that are revealed in the Word of God. TheJ“walked with the
Lords in faith tney sought the Lord ‘who ‘revealed to’ them the truth of-it,

the rea,ll'by of it.  Abraham walked with God; he krew not -where he was .

to go, or where he would. eventually flnxihlmself ‘but he walked with' :
Godg hlS confldence was 1n God and 1t was conrlrmed by the Lord qlmself»~f

: ,' Yes,,a de31re is'a v1ta1 part of g true rellglouS‘
approach to. ‘the real presence of God, You sed ‘when people become - s0
1nsmp1d as there are so many ‘today, and themseives believe ‘O 1lghtly,
and they can. ea511y flnd thlngs to excuse them from attendlng the means
of grace, and their profeSSlon is really a very 100sé one.” What is the
gause? There is ome great thing that seems to be lacking in their
religion. It is a real desire, "One thing have I desired of the Lord,
that will I seek . after" ...0, when the Lord comes and stirs up our poor
hearts, - and teaches us. the ‘desirés of our hearts are to Himself, and™
after-His Word, makes us w1111ng to bear anythlng and wll things for
His sake, and gives us a sweet 1mpetus in our’ hearts to go on e
earnestly seeking. after Hnm.ﬂﬂ ‘One thing .- One- tnlng then is the: only
thing, the greatest: thlngb the all needed thlng, the cod_thlngr—‘
to know the- Lord and His ThrOpe of Grace. R u R

- "One thlng have I des1red of the Lord, that w111 I seek
after?, - You see. the deternlnatlon of tne seeker in the word YTHAT',
What a tremendous. force is this word 'that'?'e o} yes, nothing -else ‘comes
into his outlook or. thoughts. There is only one thxng to eeek atter, -
and you know it is the .desire that is under threat., = David ‘tells us
very clearly why this was his’ de31re.i It is not an‘easy thing to -
entertain., . You can say it is & desire under threat, and I belleve
every child: of God will experlence the same thln{ in “thedr own. L
experience, - If they find the thlngs of God rising -in thelr esteem, - -
then they will find a .great: deal of opp031tlon also” arlslngg capd oo
sometimes .the opposition seems. greater than the power ‘of the desire in.
the heart, Now that was the case with Davids he says here; "Though an
host should encamp agalnst me - an host - my heart shall not- fears.
though war should rise agalnst me, 'ih this will' I be confident. .One
thing have I desired." . You see he’ held on to- thig desplte of:all .
these threats and opp031tlons that were surroundlng him, and bearing
on him, and seeking. to. drive’ hlm away from this blessed position which -
he was occupying. - But ‘he was confident in this 'one~ thingts T know .
this, mo one ©an take this pr1n01ple from me that I have deelred of the-
Lord to seek after Him, s o : o v

, Thls may help you when ycu wonder when' the thlngs of
God seem to be rising up in your heart thoughts and prayers, ‘you . .
should be told this, other things r;se up, affllctlone, opp061tlcns,
dissppointments, frustratlons and évery kind of thrng “The' enemy o i
knows how to strip you, and to inmsert all manmner of 1mped1ments to
deter the real bellever. Theré is one thing - his God. o

_ L Now we come to the verse ‘in this Psalm, ‘his de31re,
and what he - sought after. He nad an obgectlve, a very: wonderful .

one indeed.  He-had an cbaectlve - one - one way, not amongst the .. . ..
miltitudes, one dwelling,- he knew the place that ‘he desired the'Lord .. .-
that he might dwell in "that T may dwell in the House of the Lord all .



the days of miy
they‘dlsobﬂ'*—
He took a p
to be found ;n. It was 1 . g
great fish., . And 1% that place Jonah learned moru : : : el

his life before that moment.  He. tearned the greatest truth that ever was,
"Salvation is. of the Lord", and he also, 1eaLned.thls, and he said this, "I am

cast out of Thy sight, yet willi T look again toward Thy holy temple¥,
You know, for =z man 1n ¥hat position and that place, i wasya trgmendous

thing, Do you believe that Jonah hoped that one day ‘he would see the :
Temple, ‘the ‘bricks and the ornaments on ‘it.’ Wol ' He had-a greater temple
in his heart than that, he had- the temple of the Tord, tt 'elllng place of
the Lord his God, and he believed he would be brought Yo « He would be ¢
brought to it, dellvered out of all'hls troubles, he would be brOUgh% theny -

to see the one place'where he could dwell - ‘one place. Chrlstlans know only
ohe place._ -

Whitst we arefspeaklng about the:oneness of chrlstlanf
experience of the druth- we st not -forget that when God's grace comeS'lnto
the heart it will maké a person Gare about ‘others, it will ‘mgke a person =~ .
sympathise with others, ‘They -may not be able ‘to'see what they see, it will .
enable them to be very tender to those who have not been g0 far enlightened,
1 belleveAlt will make them,love ~the souls of others, . Now:ioneg thing, You
know we feel sometimes that we do nothing in the whurches of God today unless -
we do all in love; it is a love for the.souls-of the people. .= I~ have several .-
of my dear eolleagues ‘here this morning in the ministry. . The one.great thing
that has ‘come increasingly into: Four -experience as. the Lorﬂ has sent you forth -
on the walls of Zion, that is a Yove for the sowls ef men.  ~You do mnot preach .
simply to entertaln, you ‘preach ‘with the souls of mem on your .consciences, and
that God's good favour be ‘accomplished in: them, that they might be enlightened,-
liberated and brought to know the great and glorious realities -of salvatlon
in Christ through divine grace. - 0, how wonderful it is when-we see poor . . .. ..
sinners moving in’ the direction of this before iis snow - QOne thing, When we
" can See people have to ‘leave other ‘thingsy and-Tet them fall out of their :
grasp, and' Wwhen they go forth with -one purpose; one desires .-You. go forth -
labouring, labourlng in the Word; and whereven you go'you«remcmber the
experience of the chaldren of ‘God.; ,

“David says there:is one place where I want to dwell and 1t o
is not a selfish desire that he wanted: to dwell: there~r- : i o

"One with them T would be o

Now-and through eternity.®
You love the peOple of God because ‘God Is such a. lOV1ng God Ah not because
they are totally acceptable or desxrable, but- because they have got somethlng .
in them that you love and feel 3 corregpondence in your .owh experlence, and youff
8ays © 7 nPhere my best ‘friends, my kindred. dwe11°-

There God my Saviour reigns.™ . (G&dsbys 361)
Yes, one place, one people.

) ‘""That T may dwell 1n the House of the Loré for ever®, That
is why we 1ove the brethren, not only because they are the people ‘of God, but
we can find our companions’ and friends, those whom we hope to spend eternal B
glory with, and praise Him in“thé femily of God... But he wanted to. dwell there
because God is in it, You were singing, you know, that beautiful hym. One
remembers his first visit to’ Gower ‘Street over forty years ago. It was made
such a sweet blessing to my soul that day. It-took away my- fears;

"When we live om Jesug! merit,

 Theh we ‘worship God .arighty

' Father, Son and Holy Spirit,.

Then we savingly' unites™ (Gadsbys 180)
Have you. ever ‘come to this? - Have you ever. found ‘a sweet spot? . ‘When, you"’
realise that God is there, within that plate, w1thin this chapel, or in’ thls o
01rcumstance, or in thig path,-you have. got: to kiss the rod, ang. as you klss
the rod you know who is respon31ble for all. :

L "That ‘I may dwell in the House of the Lord a.ll the days .
of my life", ‘Oné great thing — 'continuation'. VWhat a great trutn thls 159



you seaxch ﬁhe.B Ble from Gen651s to Revelatlon anyone whOm God héé bleséed Pl

should ever be cursed

and sacr1f10ed>on the altar, and there came’ up’ before God- the odour of =3 sweet
savour, and God said, "I will néver again curse the earth® (Gem.8.21).
then you know. how one of. the sons of Nogh commitied an offence, and Nodh ’

knowing that Goﬂ had blessed the sons of Noah He blessed Noah and hls sons‘f"

and one of them commltted an offence = Noahnsald cyrsed be Canaan, ‘the son of
the one who eémmitted the offence, because he knew when God had once. blessed .
there could be no revefsal, Well, my dear'frlends, when God says He w1ll .
preserve His strangth, and when He blesses, He will never curse. . You See
Balaam went 211 the way from the place where he lived, he went all the way
to the:hire:of Balak for the greatest wages that perhaps any man had ever

been offereds; he went gll the way with one great object -and purpose, and that .

was to curse the people of God, Could ‘he. do it? - He.said, "Who can curse
whom God has blessed." (Num. 23 8) P B

i Davmd says in, that beautlful 23rd Psalm, "Surely goodness B
and mercy shall follow-me .all the days of my life, and .T shall dwell in the .
House of the Iord for -evert, 0" dear friends, -do we: ot find gnodneSS»and
merey - following-us?: 0 yes, when we.come 10 sort out the Scriptures, and.

You Femember when Nosh dame out of the-Ark he built dn altar

put on.-one side. those severities of Judgment -what do we find?. ..The. goodness

and mercy of :God ovérshadowing sll. - 0 may we have some - sweet reallsatlon
and experierice of God's:goodness. I. sald Justnow, man who is. tanght by. the .
grace of God; it mekes him sympathetic:.to others,  Look how David.behaved
in reggrd to. the posterity of Jonathan, his great friend.. He said on one
occasion, is there any eof the honse- of Saul still alive? - “What did he want
to know for?  -:Most kings wanted to know oef the pOSteTlty of their .
impoxrtant: rlvals toiput tham off the face of the earth, But Davmn ‘said, No.
I want %o show the: goodness, +the kindness of God; . T want to. be kind. 'f
Ziba says, thereis oneé, there is: Mephibosheth, but he is lame :on both’

his feet, - I always think of that man, Ziba, . he had 2. cruel splrlt

Why did he have to tell David that there was an 1mped1ment in the man
Mephibosheth? People are very ready toi tell the, faillngs of. others; .

far more ready to tell their failings and faults to.others, than to tell -
of their good deeds and courage. If Ziba thought David would say he is
lame in both feet, I should not. wish: to have much. to. do. w1th hlm, he was _
migtaken, David ‘éaid bring him here, and when he came he: sald.FePhlbOSheth
all the lands that’ belonged to -thy-fathers will- be restored to’thee thou
shalt have everythlng at ny expense: for the rest . of thy days.zi Thou shalt
feed at my table.  'There is nothing that could :be. wantlng. .

0, he loved the dwelling place where Hls honour ﬂwelleth.
He loved ﬁhe Courts of the Liord's House,- . When I look-back now on my own
life, my early experlence, T-loved to.come to the House of the Lord, I
could not"”lt*for it. "~ The days that. 1ntervened beﬁween the serV1ces f"
'seemed to be’vearlsome, and I 1onged for the days to pass.i,gffg :

"There ny best frlends, my klndred dwell T
There God my- Sav1our relgns "'njﬂ (Gadsbys 361)

: Well, we mast come to tne fburth p01nt - 1t is the
occupation, ™o behold the beauty:of: the ord and to enqulre in His
temple’, what an’ occupation? We' shall: nevex- come to thé. ultimate
conclusion. of the bBeauty of the Tord, .. It.is a sea, an. eeean without -
bottom, brim or shore, 1ncompaxably glorious. But he says, "That I may :
behold the beauty of the Lordw, ' What a glory there ig in the divine :
Son of God? He was from all eterniity co=equal,’ co—ex;stent w1th God the
Father and God the Holy Ghost. 0 may we behold a beauty in Him, &’ beauty
that, rav1shes the soul of the believer. : If you can get one sight of the
sufferlngs of "'the dear Redeemer, any wanton eye will be closed It could
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never look at Jesus, David knew something of this, In the 110 th Psalm
he said, "The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou on my right hand until I
make thine enemies thy footstool,™ and he goes on to speak about the power
of the Lord, and the beauties of holiness,

And then "to enguire in His temple". Well we have a
great scope, a vast field here, 'enquiry in the temple of the Lordf.
We want to know all things; we want to know our ways we want to know
how to walk; and how to live; and how to dezal with those matters that
come into our pathway. Bnquiring - Lord speak to me; Lord teach me;
Lord get hold of me and lead me out and lead me forth in the right way,
leave me not to myself.

You know people 1alk a grewt deal today about
counselling. Well, that is a good thing, but I wonder whether it is
not over-emphasised, because after all, man what is he? Maybe a good
counsellor to a point, but if he is not the best counsellor; he is far
from being any real good. David knew where the best was to be found,
He did not go to ask of man., He had had a good desl of experience
about leaning upon man, fretiing hemself because of the prosperity
of the ungodly, and suchlike things.  But he knew that the best cousel
was the counsel of his God.

My dear friends, I hope that our meditation of this
morning may be profitable. I am inadequate, but the Word of God is
not inadequate, and if the Lord is pleased ito make it a blessing,
you will know something of these four great points.

Amen
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