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‘ FELLOWSI—IIP WITH THE KING.

Notes of @ Sermon by the late Mr. J. E. Hazelton, of London,
‘ " on. Lord’s Day, November -6, 7970

e T Whlle the King 31tteth at His ta.ble, my splkenard sendeth forth the smell
; thereo; ’—Song 1. Tz.
THE Song .of Solomen is a divinely inspired expresslon of that
holy fellowship which exists-between Emmanuel and His redeemed
people. There is mo part of the written Word of God which has
deeper mines .of heavenly treasure than has the Song of Solomon; . °
and happy are they who by faith are enabled to- dig therein, and
to bring up. lustrous jewels, Wthh testify to the goodness and the

" grace -of our King.,

The 0Old Testament rn1ght be compared to the blessed and-
glorious entry into the temple of the New Testament. ~Both are
parts ofithe one building. The five Baoks .of Moses constitute the
-great foundation..” The historical Books and the writings of psalm-
ists and of prophets are the great and glorious arch; and the key-
‘stone which unites them' all is the central Book in the Old Testas
ment Scriptures, even the Song of Solomion. If this central Seng
were withdrawn, all the. rest would fall into confusion. What is the
great end which God: has in view in revealing Himself to. pooer
sinners in Old and New Testament timies ? It is to bring the
persons: of etemally loved siimers into hagmony with Himself; it is’

- to.bring a poor sinnner upon the footing of justice as well as of
“mercy,” upon the footing of righteousness as well.as of loving
kindness; into the very presence of the Lord. Now in the .Song
Solornon we have the Book of Communion,—communion betweern
poor. sinmers and their Saviour; between the bride and the Bride
groom; the book.of communion between seeking, hungry, thirsty ;
souls -and Emmanuel, who alone from His fountaln fulness can
satisfy their needs.

."This Book may be taken as a test Song, a test Song of the state of _
your souls towards God. Ldomnot fora moment say that we always have
pleasure and enjoyment in readlng the Song of Selomon. It is not so

1 with me, and I venture'to think it is not so with you; but are-you,
S dear fnends, deeply: comscious that there are myany parts of the
Song of Solomen that set forth the exercises of your souls; and the
“strong: desires 'of your hearts ? - Do you not turn again and agam
to that Song because of this ? And are you mot equally conscigus
that the 'Song. of Solomon sets forth that * secret of the Lord”
which Yis with them that:feats Him, —that central Object which,
though your souls ‘may mnot yet have grasped it with full assur-

; ance, is’ the Object for which you long ? If this be the case, if
i . you-are in earnest in the things of God, if you want.to taste of the '
P - sweets and gracieus joys which come through - communion with
Lo “Him, you will net fritter your time away in reading books as te the
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character of this Song. Your desire will be that the Lord would .
reveal unto you, in their reality, the deep and precious and glorious
things which are in the Person of our Lord, and which are set -

-+ forth with imagery so sublime as that which obtains in this Book.

*“'The Song of songs which is Solomon’s,”—not only the chief
song of the 1,005 which King Solomon wrote, but that Song of
songs to which all other songs in God’s Word head up. If we will
know a little of what it is to sing the first bars, as it ‘were, of the
Song of songs, we must know something of other songs first,—
something of .the song of electing love, which has given t6 us a
name and a place better than that of -sons and of daughters.  We
must be able to sing a little of the song of regenerating love, which
has quickened our souls, and created .desires which Christ;. and
Christ alone, can satisfy. -We must sing a little of the song of
adopting love which has brought us into the family of which the
Father says, ‘‘ How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? ¥ notwith-

- standing .all our backslidings and wanderings. 'And we must know

somewhat of the song of redeeming love, which speaks to the praise

" of Him who stooped from His throne‘in -heaven to. the dunghill, to
find us and to lift us up to His heart and to His home.

It is, then, the love of God to His church which burns and glows'
throughout the whole of this Book.. "You may search from the
first chapter to the last, and will ‘not find the word God or Lord in

/it. The Name of the Lord does not oceur, but the whole Book is

full of Jehovah Jesus;.it'is full of .the grace and glory of our
Triune God. You do not find the Name of God in the Book of

" Esther, but students. of the Hebrew tell us that the title Jehovah is

worked in . an-acrostic right' through the Book in the -original
Hebrew. . In the history of. Esther. you have the glorious title
Jehovah in the marvellous deliverances which He wrought for His
ancient people, deliverances typical of those He is working to-day.
Now in earthly things, where you truly love, you donot find it per-
petually mnecessary to mention the mname of the loved one; the
deepest love is that which ‘deals more especially. with pronouns,
Look at Mary at the sepulchre. 'What did she say to Him whom
she thought to:be the gardener 2 * If Thou hast borne Him

_ hence "—she did not say any more than that as to His Name—

““tell me where Thou hast laid Him.” Her heart was so occupied
with our blessed Lord that the proncun “* Him ” was quite sufficient
to-embody and describe and express her love.

And so it is in our text, ‘** While the King "—who is He ? THL

‘King—there is no .other. * While the King sitteth at His table,

my. spikenard semndeth forth the smell thereof.” What had the
bride been saying ? = Just that which meets and voices ‘the experi-

ence of our hearts: . Look not upon me because -1 -am' black,
because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother’s children were -
angry with me; they made me the keepuer of .the vmeyards ‘but
mine own vineyard have ‘I not kept.” . She had.a deep view of her .
own defilement, an intense realisation of her own shortcomings and
deficiencies. She mourned over herself as a sinner before a holy
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and gracious God; and suddenly there is a voice heard in her
soul,—* If thou know mnot, O thou fairest among women,”—a voice
calling her “ the fairest among women,” who had been deploring
her lack of diligence in nc')t*keeping her own vineyard.  In an
instant she knows who it is. In our téxt she says in effect, It is

. the King ; only the King could say that, and bring to my heart that

peace and rest which those words have conveyed to me.” * Where
the word of a king is, there is power;” and ** while the King sitteth
at His table, my splkenard sendeth forth the.smell thereof.” Our
text is the dellght d response of faith to the love pledges of our
dear Lord. And the poor bride listens in her depression and
sorrow, her heart says within her, * It is the King, I know His
v01ce and He alone can speak such great and precious words to
me.”. ~She recognises the voice of*Him who loved her, and had
brought her into His banqueting-house.

-Let us.now speak of the four parts into whlch this text divides

/itself: the King, the table, the guests, and the frankincense.

Who is #his King ? God over all, blessed for ever! God in-:
finite, . God eternal, God ineffably gloriouSl The holy God in
communion with sinners, speaking to sinners, sitting with sinners
and eating with them: . It'is the holy and glorious God; and
publicans and sinners: draw near to Him, and receive a welcome

- from Him. Who is the King, then? It is the King of grace,—

supreme in grace. It is the King of love. It is the King of glory.
It is' God, the eternal Son, wearing our nature. - As a godly old -
Puritan somewhere says, *‘ In wearing our ndture He has taken to
Himself that which will never be out of fashion with Him.” “ The
world passeth away, and the lust thereof;” but the .Son of God
having ‘taken to Himself our nature, has taken it to wear for ever
and for evet. It'is the King .in His Mediatorial work, God the
Son viewed here as Mediator, God the Son viewed as clothed with
our nature, God the Son in all the fulness and the plenitude of
His grace. - The prophet Habakkuk shows that there were horns
coming out of the hand of the God of Israel—in relation to our
blessed Lord as Messiah,—horns or beams of grace and love and
mercy. We see those beams. of grace coming out of His hand
when as a boy of twelve He is among the:doctors. Outwardly,
nothing: differentiated Him from youths of the same age, but the
horns of power came out of His hands, and the doctors and rabbis
wondered as they heard Him. Horns came out of His hands in all
the words He spoke and the deeds He did; and when He ascended
up on high, leading captivity captive, it ‘was to give, in all the
fulress of grace, gifts to men, even to the rebellious also, Here,
then, is the King, the Son of God, coming forth from the bos.om
of the Father, wearing the mature of the bride, who says, “ Look
not upon me, because I am black;" wearing the pure and the-
unsullied garments of His dear church and people.

- Now there is a very beautiful \rendermg in the Hebrew of part
of the fourth verse. The Hebrew literally we are told has this,—
“ The King hath caused me to come into His chambers.” Therte:
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is a very blessed and precious falness in this,—" The King hath =

caused me to come into His chambers, where He sitteth at His
table.” Oh, dear friends, salvation is.all of grace from first to
last.  He has caused you to come in by His sovereign right.
He has caused you, by divime authority, by heavenly power,
to come into His chambers, by those sweet dmwings of love and
mercy which: prove that you: have been loved “ with an everlasting
love.” He hath caused you to come into His chambers by sweet
revelations of Himself to the eye of faith, by the whispers’ of His
love, and often by pressure from without.” How 'often has the
work of grace been commenced in the heart throtugh pressure from
without " Circumstances have oppressed enemies in' your family
have oppressed, - business has oppressed, awful disappointments
have eppressed. . You have been taught thereby the  absolutely
unsatlsfymg character of this poor world. The Lord has so
wrought upon that pressure that it has pressed you towards Him,
and then like Noah, He has put forth His hand, and drawn you
into the ark. That poor dove was pressed to the ark.. Why?
Because she. could find no rest for the sole of her foot, and being-
pressed to the ark, the skylight opened, Noah’s face appeared 1119
hand was str etched out, and he drew her in unto h1mself
i T heard the voice of Jésus say, -
* Conie unto Me, and rest ;.

Lay down, thou weary one; lay down
Thy head upon My breast '

It is the ng with: divine authorlty, the King of sovereign mercy:

and of blessed power. I do rejoice that we have a Saviour who
does not do and undo. - That is what the best of us do. We: do,
and we undo; we fumble and blundér; but our ng. sets Hxs

hand to the work and carries it most gloriously through. .Our.

Lord harnesses into divine and glorious harmony all the events of
your lives and eéxercises of your soul, which appear to be cledn
contrary the one to the other. Our Medlau(anal King, wearmg oufr
nature, who died for us, who lives for us, is He concermng whom-
thlS glonous word: is spoken in our text.

“ Now we sée here that the King was chiefest in the thoughts "of
His church. She does not say very much about the feast, she is
thinking entirely about the King. * The King sitteth at His table;
—and if the King is there; everything wels¢ will be right; I shall
have: all else T want.” Is mot that true inm its inner sense ? . If we
can read a little’ of our title' to an inheritance incorruptible and

undefiled, nothing. else matters; and yet it is all the other things '

1

that are denominated * else,” which crowd in, and do matter to oux
unbelieving spirits.. "M the Son of God incarnate died for you and:
me, our blessing and heaven are secured; out safe convoy through
this ‘werld is certain; everything that we need to satisfy our poor
souls is secured. From this point of view nothing else matters,

for alk is under the control of Him who mever fumbles, but -to
whom' all perplexities are plain, and who is workmg all in accord-

ance with His ewn will. : .
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“ Thé bride eyes not her garmeénts,
_ But her déar Bridegroom's'face ;
I wouldnot look on heaven,
-Buf on rty King of grace ;
Not on the ctown He g\ﬁeﬂ’l
But on' His' piefcéd hand,
For the Lamb is arr the glory
of Emmanuel sland b

O Lord, so WOrk in my lieart and in the haarts' of (he people liere
that our thoughts may Be'taken up with Thy beauty, Thy. presence,
Thy covenant love, Thy unfailing faithfuliiess and tenderness, yea,
with TRYSELF. Happy the heart that-canw so prizé God: first of
all, more than the gifts which flow from His hand. Occapied
with Christ, so we have the bl’essmgs I fes] T want mote of that
spirit- which filled the heart of Christian in the Palace Beautiful.
He sat up talking with the inaidens of the palace, and all theLr.
talk was about the Lord .of the hill and the wonders He had
wrought, the grace and the glory and thie’ love which were ﬂowmg
from Hiiv... The talk of the lips about many of the subjécts that
occupy ‘our aftention “ fendéth only to pe enury ;” bt the talk of the

lips as the King sitteth at His table shall cheer thine heatt.

Secondly, thé tuble. The alinighty, eternal Son of God becomes
mediatorially King to HIS people. Now here is the table. ‘What
a lovely word this is, While the King. 51tbeth at H1s table,” What
does it mean ? It is a very sacred word; home is bound up with
it. Fathers -and rhothers here; you have your table, and your

'_c,hlldren and your frlends and your dear ones round your table
‘from fime to time. * When the King ‘sitteth at His table, »—He
r’esfs for the ng has finished His sin-atoning work, and wrought

is perfect righteousness. It means' refreshment; for when He
sitteth at His table, and invites the guests, it is a table that is
spread with a divine and glorious provision. It means fellowshlp
for when tlie family are gathered round the board they are not
timid ; they 100k to the face of their F: ather, and there is fellowshlp

Tn proportlon as we see the face of our King, we shall turn one.

to another and falk about Him; but if we do not know much of
Hlm we shall not have much to say to those who sit with us.

- Tl’le King, through His work, having pr0v1ded that table with divine

and glorious provision, sits there; and He does. not sit thete having
vainly besought the guests to corne in. He sits there, and they

come in, the guests that He expects, that He has prov1ded for, -
whose names have been marked there. I have heard of people
who have invited too many persons to their house, and have hot

* had enotigh chairs, and there has been confusion. Everythmg is

harmonised here, and if there is a placé reserved in heaven for
each heir of bliss, there is a place at the gospel table for eacl
expected guest.. Where do ‘they come from ? They come out of
a dreary, cold world. They come in wet and shivering and weary; -
they come in, and find a robe prov1ded and provision upon th'w.t”
table. :
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Look at the tables. wh1ch ‘the. Lord has provided, all carefully
prepared. There was the table in the holy place, made of wood
and covered with gold, even the tabls of the shewbread. The place
for the table was prepared; the table itself was made according -
to the pattern shown to Moses in ‘the mount, and the shewbread
cakes placed upon it were renewed week by week. Prepared
provision .in a’ prepared place, upon a prepared table, for.a
prepared people; and the prlests-representmg the Church of God
—were to eat that shewbread as it was removed from the table
week By week.. The gold of that shewbread table was indicative
of the Deijty of our blessed Lord; the wood, of His humanity ; the
shewbréad table and the provision thereon were for His poor and -
needy people. Then there are the gospel table, the table of the
Lord’s Supper, and finally, there is that table on which in the
fulness of glory shall be the prov151on at the marrlage supper of
“the Lamb. .

“ His table.” What does David say in the 23rd Psalm ? “ Thou
preparest a table -before me in the presence of mine enemies.”
- Have you not found that again and again in the presence of your -
enemies the Lord has prepared.a table for you ? ‘What precedes .
that in the 23rd Psalm ? . A description of wandering, of restora-"
tion, a reference to dark and gloomy passages-in life that are called
‘“ the valley of the shadow of death,”-—not primarily death itself,”

although' that is included, but dark and gloomy passages which~

have .the shadow of death upon them. Have there-not been times

-when you have passed that way, but the Lord has not left you, and
afterwards  you have found a table,’you have found oil, even the
oil of the Spirit ?* To you has been presented a mantling cup,
" even that cup of blessing that runneth over. O dear child of God,
however dark the valley through which you pass, there is a table
"spread at the other end, a table prepared for you in the presence’
of your enemies, at which you have sat again and again. And

there is provision upon the table. Is there not a beautiful illus’:
tration of this in connection with Melchizedek ? Abrabam returiis
from ‘the slaughter of the kings, and is weary, and. Melchizedek.
meets him; and brings forth bread and wine. . And in the day ‘of
our sp1r1tua1 hunger, trial and yearning, has not our great High
Priest, after the order of‘ Melchizedek, brought forth bread aiid
wine ?  You have opened your Bible prayerfully, asking that.
some word may be spoken with power, and some word has. come
home to your heart which has changed the whole current of your
thoughts. You have come up to God’s house, and have found the
sermon to set forth your experience exactly from begihning to end.
O blessed and glorious gospell  Here at the table the church’
sits, and here the King sits; and here He ministers love and pardon,

]ustlﬁcauon and. peace, yea, even’ HIMSELI‘ The provlslon that is
here is of this character, that nothing is forgotten i His soverelgn
grace and mercy Wthh our needs require. ‘“His flesh is meat
indeed "—everything we want—"and His blood 1s drink indeed.”,
“ While the King sitteth at His table He says, “ Eat, O friends;



e

7
drlnk yea, “drink abundantly, O beloved.” . Oh.that our heads
may be anointed with fresh oil, so‘that we may take that mantling

‘cup, and sit at that table where the King Hlmself Weuteth to. be
‘ _,'lgra(:lous!

Thirdly. There are the gaeszfs These are regarded here, of

" course, collectivély in the person of the church, but all that is said.
“of the church collectively, ‘is' said of every 1nd1v1dua.l believer.
“Look at the picture of the guests who sat down at the supper at

Bethany. The King sat at.that table on the eve of His solemn

suffenngs and who were the guests ? There is'a deep meaning -

in it. ' -It was in thé house of Simon the leper. Of course he was
not then a leper, or he would have been an outcast; he was at
the- table, cleansed from the leprosy of sin. There was Lazarus,

the ralsed man, a ‘picturé of him who has been quickened from

the death of trespassés - and sins. There is Martha, no longer cum-

- bered 'with her much seérving; and there-is Mary, a different type,

who sat at Jesus’ feet and is now. sitting at the table where the
King Himself sits. “There are the disciples, all different. Here is

~“'the picture of the’ gospel feast—sinners are there, cleansed from
‘the leprosy of sin; quickened into newness of life; with our

peculiar temperaments quieted under the hand of the- ng Con-
cerning the guests the King has said, “ Call in h1ther the - poor,

. the maimed, the blind, and the halt.”

. Lastly, the fmgrance * While the- Klng sitteth at HlS table, my

" spikenard . sendeth forth the smell thereof.”  The bride was not
boasting, but owning the Lord’s grace to her and in her.. Where
_do we have a further reference to this? In the third verse we.
have, © The savour of Thy good omtments "—then the spikenard

was among the “ good ointments " that belong to the King, and
which "He had. given to His . bnde ‘So when she says, My
splkenard " she’ means that it is “ mine through the gift of the
King, because He has bestowed upon me of His good ointments.”
But why ““'spikenard ”? It is a little fragrant herb, emblematical
of ‘humility. - Look  at Mary’s box of spikenard: Until it was

‘broken, the spikerard could mot emit its fragrance. So when the

Lord is pleased to break these hard hearts of ours—and we want
them broken again and again—the spikenard that by His grace
is therein, sends forth the smell thereof, and- then the head as
well as-the feet of our Prophet, Priest and- King is anointed. * My

- spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.” It means that every-

thing of grace that is in the believer is then drawn forth. * But
you should always be .on the mountain top, and if you are not
rejoicing, you may depend upon it, you are a very wicked person.”

'T do not understand that. * When the King sitteth at His table,
‘when I see Him, when He speaks to me, f4en my spikenard sends

forth the smell thereof ”

“ My spikenard "—vrepentance. Where do we. gvet that from?
From the King, who is “ exalted to give repentance.” Faith.
Where do we get that from ? “ It is the gift of God.” Hope.

. That is the gift of “the God of hope.” Lowe. *We love Him



because He fitst loved us.’ Grace joy and peace all q0me}<'fr'orn .
© Him. Now all these graces often lie cold and frozem in; His - -
absence;  but lhey are drawh out towards Him' as the Source

whence all flowed, when Christ is seen. Hence our prayer is,
“ Lord, increase my faith,” the hapd by which I receive; the
eye »by which I see: and: as mly. poor soul is taken up with a
precious Christ, then it is I re]olce and * my splkehard sendeth
forth the smell thereof " What is it melts the snow f “The Beams
of the sun. There is an aromatic shrub but ‘what must brmg Forth

1ts fragrance ? - The dew, and sometimes- the pressure of the foot -

causes itvto: send forth its otherwise sealed perfumes Se-in our
spm,tual life: often when the believer imagines that he has mo
grace at all, the simple’ presence of Jesus raises a cloud of grateful
incense from the heart; the- promise, drops . upon the soul; the
Word comés home with power; the hard casket in ‘a momeént is
. broken or melted, and that which the casket contains—which we
can never Jlose, but which must be drawn into act and exercise by
the Spirit’s: revealmg to us a precious and glorieus ‘Christ—sends
forth the smell thereof.. Our King of. kings and Lord. of: lords
“is. the Lord's An.olnted All His garments *smell of myrrh;, -and
“aloes, and cassia out’ of the ivory palaces” (Ps. xlv. 8),—typical

- of »tvhe unmeasured .anointing which He thas weceived from God the

Holy Ghost, and which flows down to: ws who are among His.
. members.. Presently the last valley will be travelled anid the

prepared people will sit at the prepared table, and in fche hght
of HlS coumtena.nce we:shall see His face,: : P

* And never, never . sin, i :
But from the fivers of His grace, - ) S
: - Drink endless p}easmes in.

Do you;r hearts knov}’aught of these divine thmgs ? Every(thmLT

else to’ me; and L ,thg,rg I ‘can say ,the same concerning most o;E

O poor smr;er
o,f Chrlst you are ‘upon the conﬁnes of ‘etermty Etey and a
holy God are bef@re you,_\but the gp§- el is tbat Ch;rlst Jesus th '

yet the;re is’ novy an,d a -2 he :
drawmg forth of the nard ,that the;re 1s wlthm

heart is o .Strung auid ‘tuned fo endless years,
- And:form’d by love divine, - -
. To sound in God.the Father’s gars.

No other Name but *Thme "

Reprinted from ﬁze’ Gbsi)el' S't}'mdm;’-’ April, 1926.
: - Pr1ce Twopence by post 2& _ ; .
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