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Lesson. Deuteronomny B.-

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and The
years wherein we have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and
thy glory unto their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be
upon us: and esteblish thou the work of our hands upon us; yesa, the work

of our hands establish thou it. Psalm 90, vv.15=~17,

Let us make it eclear to our dear friends, we well realise it will be
impossible to do justice to these three verses, but we have read the whole
of the passage so we have a background for spikitual meditatlon and fervent
prayer, and so we may perceive the divine revelation concerning the very
nature of that which will compensebe the people of God graciously for all the
trouble, distress, pain, affliction and evil they »ass through in this time
state.
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I want to say,once, the marvellous principle in it does not axrise from
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Sinail: not from the holy law of God as delivered on mount Sinal. It
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nost amazing, stupendous, and overwhelming principle of grace that flows fro
God being propitisted, and God and sinners reconciled: it flows from mount
7ion. When you come to contemplate, khkx im the oldest Psalm in the Bookbf
Psalns, written as ingspired by God, by Moses the man of God, is this
impassioned plea and appesl to God. It 1s an asﬁounding prayer, vhat sinners
called by grace, and blessed writh a sacred revelabtion of the glory of Christ
are sble, on consideration of all L¥e days in life wherein they have been
afflicted with various facets of affliction, and the years wherein they have
seen evil, - evil here is adversity,- that they have liberty to go to God.
and ask Him to compensabe them; to put something in the other scale-pan. In
this scéiempan they have alluafflicpion; The whole compound; all adversity.
T expect you feel often there is enough in the scale-pan to take you to the
orave, and it is = miracle of divine grace that you subvive. The miracle has
been expressed as we prayed together; "Having therefore obbtained help of
God, I combtinue unto this day," or the compound of affliction and evil we
have seen would take us to the grave. Am I speaking the truth?

Look at the wonder of it! to be so divinely instructed by God. There is
nothing nebulous or hazy sbout ift: it is well-founded in revealed truth, and
on the principle of the gospel; Lo be able o go to the Lord and fervently
plead with sn impassioned plea; that is, of the deepedt feeling; something
that is unfathomed; that comes right oub of the soul up to God. Think of the
wonder of it! to be able to go to God, and on His own promises as lald in

His word, 4n the Covemant of Grace, in all the promlses and blegsings of The



promises, and you are able to plead with blessed liberty, knowing He €annob

refuse or He would deny Himself, and zsk Him of His mercy and grace to

m

compensate you. Thet is a summary of the whole passage. "Lord, look on my
affliction and my pain; on 21l the days wherein Thou hast afflicted me.~L am

not murmuring: it has been in mercy and love to my soul, - and the years
whereln I have geen evil. Now, dear Lord, compensate me." :

I hasten to say immediately, the whole force of wonderful examples of how
the Lord led, baught, disciplined and favoured His peoble whoge lives and
biographies are found in Scripture will be =z wonderful encouragenent to you.
They are a demomstration of the Lord's will to do this. "Look, here are
things in the scale-~pan., Lord, now put blessings in the other scale-pan that
will make amends for all."” What I hasken bto suggest to you, and believe to
be the truth is, when I use the term; "Make smends for all." you are thinking

of the hymn; . - .
SR "The joy prepared for suffering saints,

Will make amends for all." (337)

chis is Ttrue. Bub this goes beyond. "Make us glad, - compensabe us:" this

o

and -
is taking place, or beginning to, before we leave this world, and we have ,
the wonderful support and example of Biblical saints. I should say here, the
glorious revealed trubh and holy docbrine of the Saviour Himself is the
foundation. |

Look, you are going =along with me: are there those here who have afflictios
and adversity, and we well know whatl this.iﬁ, - you have deep sorrows, trials
Troubles, and you are agking the TLord to compensate you. What are you doing?
You cannot base your plea only on Christ Himself, and there you see the lMan
of sorrows, and acqueinted with grief. There you see One who was despised
and rejected of men: you see Christ in 2ll His humiliation, the ignominy of
His death, =211 the shame and spitting, all He passed Through to the cross. -
"Make us glad" Was Christ made glzd? When He rose on the third day,
triumphant from the tomb, do we see Him a Man of sorrows? Nol Is He bowed
0o the earth beneath His load? No! the load hag gone. We see Him in all the
nholy, perfect serenity, lustre and beauty of a dear Redesmer who sees the
travail of His spul and is satisfied. We see Him in all holy Jjoy, and His
presence fills His disciples with joy, and He ascended to heawen with joy,
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and took possession of it. That is your foundation.

"Make us glad according to " If I spend & few moments on this it 1s to say
a child of God in prayer, undep divime bteaching and revelation must have
groundffor what he pleads. God gives to them spiritual intelligence, and a8
they see Christ and His victory the solid Rock is under their feet. They
have a glorious Exemplar, and they are able to go to Him, not in & hazy way;
o go to Him on solid ground. Christ is risen: IIis load has gone. He drunk

the curde; expiated sin. From this princivle derives every deliverance, in



the completeness and finality of it., I quobte from the wonderful revelation
znd dnspiration given to our own apostle as he delivered the truth in
Hebrews 12, He tells us with all Christ passed through,- zll He passed
through, and reverently I sugmest, obviously from =21l ebternity there was =

t before Tim. As He sssumed = holy humenity there wes a joy set ore
the Ilan Christ Jesus. He hed a sea of suffering to nags through, bubt beyond,

he obther side of the cross and the skies there wes a joy set before Him,

That iq%he so0lid basig of this nlea. '"Make us glad according to," "Lord, put
Thege Dblessings into the other scale-pan, sp they may more Than commensabe
s on the bagis of grace for all the misery and sorrow we have passed
throuzh." Does this nles heln you?

Azain I emphasise the point that this is taking plece and there is a
veginning of it here below, 2nd the full flower of it will be within the
veil. I =m sure some of you, vho are in deep trouble and in the understanding
of it, this will nake your soul leasp in,you, that you might in the last few
days of your life see thalt and enjoy what will more than compensate you for

all you have been through. You will know.from your experience and from
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spiritual observetion and communion with the saints, many of the Lord's desx
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people who have seen guch & fulfilment in their last days have expressed this

..,

concent and Feeling; "Now the dear Lord has done this I feel T can depart.”
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It is with you to think in the words of father Israsel when he asaid; "It is
e pT

enough; Josevh my son is yeb alive," Ie oved the beauty and fulmesz end
ce of the three words vlaced together; "It is enough,” Have you ever heer

able to say it? If vou have Christ you will be able to., You have Tthese
.

so interwoven with vour own evercise and all you have ﬁassed thxvm
S0 could Israel heve died shrouded in the mystexry o

ag he believed? No: he is slive. "It is enough." I hasten bto say to ym}g
there are two things im this. T can never believe he saids; "It is enough'
just on bhe bhasis of Joseph being alive: there was more in it. He must have
had Chrigt. He had come.out of the clouds of darkness, fear and despondency
and distress, and he had the bright and clear shining of the Sun of right-

o 50 T say to you, deas
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eousness in his soul, and Jeseph was bound up with it
friends, it ig clear tTo ne, according to judgment end understanding from
the Seriptures, that the' desr saints of God have the beginning #f it here.
the Tor

q

T am sure thisz will cause your heart in you bto plead fervently

h
in your last few deys,-~ the residuunm of days,(end T en in 1%t myself) thab

He will mske you gzlad according Lo
T do not mropose to bring myself before you, but in here 1 know what woul
make me glad, and so do you. If T give you a general guiding line, whet wil

a
meke you glad? What has the DLord teught you to pray for over many rvears?

dhat is the burden of your grosns =nd cri
Thet ie where the secret lies. What is this the Lord sees in your hearm?

ada



"Meke us gladt

50 this ig & most besubiful wonderfml, stabilising, and comforting,and
cheering,2nd revitalising truth to the people of God. It will revitalise you,
it will stabilise vou; keep you steady in trisl, so you have a measure of
serenity in the storm, Way? Because vhatever the Lord sees fit sccording to
His decrees and to the »nromises He has written on the fleshy tables of your
heart, ie has set a Jjoy before you.

Let us try to look at two teems used by lMoses; "lMake us glad zccording to
the days wherein thou hast afilicted us," UYe might speak on the word 'mERf¥iw
'afflichion' until midnight. It is a comprehensive term. Affliction is thet
which ig distressing, pesinful, trying to you: and you see all the facels of
affliction; yourbody, your poor soul; afflictions in the family, in your mind
and spirit; relatively, Churchly; - it is a tremendous field. It mesns the
things that give you pain, incapacitate you, make you bow to the earth
beneath your load; "The troubles which I meet." "The days wherein thou hast
afflicted us! You find the choice people of God in this path. Afflictions
are peculiar and singular to you: you walk much alone. You find, and 1 say
this with the greatest propriety and decorum; you might be a member of a
large family, but the afflictions you walk in you cannot speak to any on.
There is not a soul on the face of the earth you can really open your heart
to. You tread in your soul the darkest paths alone. It is affliction, and it
comes. Lt is the hand of the Lord.

G0, "the days wherein thou haest afflicted us." What days they are! Times
when there are two.or three troubles converging in the sanme period. It is an
amagzing thing: you night consider in the dsys when you are at ease, 1f such
trouble developed you would sayy "0 Lord, by these things men 8ie.” When you
come into them you begin by the grace of God to rerlise as the TLord
gsanchtifies then, your‘scul lives. There is 1ife in vour prayers, more than
for a long time. There is resl appetite for The gospel, and Jesus Himself
draws near, and there is a sweet gense thet underneath are the everlasting
arms. You ere drawing close to Christ. "ALflicted saint,to Christ draw near.
‘Thig is opposite to human sagacity. The Tord brings to your soul cordisls %o

revive vou., He brings neace.
o Lt o

"when thou canst no deliverance see,

Yet still this Man thy Peace shall he." (925

4

You find He sends messages to you from the pulpit. Your Bible is & new Boolk,

i
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1 if s=ny said to you from an

o

How wonderful it is! These ave the days, ai

outside point of view; "We are sorry for you. ¥e should not wish o he in
your lob." you could look on a duchess or 2 nillionaire and you would not
envy them. "Ves, sffliction 1s thelr lob;

Yarth is a polluted spot.” (616)

but in that tribulation vou have the presence of Christ.
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30 Tre/Jy the principle »f compensstion vou begin Lo understand. Take the
pri ple as named by our own apostle in 2 Corinthians 1. IHe says; "For asg
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the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolabtion akso aboundeth by
Christ.” I tell you one thing, the flesh does not like to face this. You
want the blessing without the trouble. The Tord has always mﬁt the two
together. You might ssy; "Loxrd, glfe me 8 special blessing." and your flesh
saygy "Lord, T do not want trouble.” A1l the promises of the Lord's presence
and blessing relate to a form of trouble. T coudd say to you to night, Heppy
soul! Why? "Blessed is the man that endureth tempbation.” + because you have
Christ and He will compensate you. The days of affliction will be many and
varying ” | | v

"Make uu'ulad according to the days wherein thou hashk afflketed us, and

-

the years wherein we have seen evil." Clearly Moses had reference to passing
through the wilderness, as we read, "that great and terrible wilderneds,
wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought.” What s passage

that was threo ugh the wildern

[0}

gs! This fertile Isle,~ is it a wilderness?

Wot God's creation. Sin has done it, and the devil,- the curse of Gofl fo

ein., You see, the years wherein we haﬁe seen evil, The wilderness passage

was in contrast with the Tand of Prowmise,~ a beautiful land. I have nevexr
been to the Holy TLand, dbut it is one of the most,- perhaps The most
e

beautiful of the whole earth."A land flowing with milk and honey,- frull =l
grapes, oil olive; and all in contrast To the wildermess., Tt is heaven, if

we use the metaphor. It is no¥ a perfect Type, but it 1s a type of heaxmen.
"Make us glad according to the days whereln thou hast afflicted us, and the
vesrs whereln we have seen evil.! -adversilty. ’

"Meke us glad according to," As you know, it means 'commensurate with'.
There is snother facet. "According to; in harmony with,- what? The Nature
and Bgsence of God; love. God is love. In harmony with the tender, loving
heart of Jesus Christ; with the victory of Christ; with the Covenant of
Grace, and all the promiges and blessings thereof; with the promises God has
given you; with the gospel of redemption, preached every Sabbath Day.

"Make us glad.” Tor instance, if the Lord never makes you glad, you
exercised souls passing through devs of affliction and years of evil; if
the Lord never mekes you Hlad you will lay it on my bed, and say; "The whol
tenor of yvour ministry was that God would make us glad, and we migsed it,

de

s0 what of your ninistry?"

"Meke us glad sccording to " accordingly heppy; full of Joy. What will do
it? Christ. A peculiar joy, =nd deliverance, and answers To ypur prayers
you so long for. I will give you a few demonstrations. 1 have named Israel.
Tn his last few vears the Lord made him glad. Joseph was alive.

What about Job? Mark you, my friends, no child of God escapes. There aze

these days wherein God afflicts us, and the years whereln we have seen evil



If you ave a child of God you will come into,ib. There is such a thing as

C
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being at ease in Zion, and a2 child of God comes inbo thies, =nd days of
fleshly ease pass. Job came into this. His house and possessions, and all
that might have appeared aJa citadel.~Adversity swept over the plain, and it
2ll crumbled, but the root of the matter was there. What do we read? "Make
us glad according to " "The Lord blessed the latbter end of Job more than his
beginning." Bhat a wbdnderful latter end! He hadhtwice as much as before.

Think of Joseph, with all his distresses and trials. Did the Lord meke him
2lad? Did He accomplish the revelabions He gave him?

Think of dear old Néomi, so sorrowful she did not wany to speak. She fel?l

-

her name was changed completely. "Call me Marsh.". Bvédn in her case the day
came when theé Tord mede her rWaQo She took the babe to her bosom, and it was
more than Obed: it was Chris her Saviour. "He shall be unto thee a regtore:
of thy life, snd a nourisher of thine old age."

And this will waft you to glory within the veil. Think of the glorified
geints now: think of their enbtrance finto Bliss., "With what rapbtures He '11
embrace us! Will this make vou glad? will it compensate you? And think of
the gloriocus resurrection! To me, although the devil pursued me Till I began
to gpeak, this has been sweet., "Meke us g&a@bccordinm to the days wherein
thou hagt affliwvted us, °nd the years wherein we have seen evil."” Blesged

be God., Amen.
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