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"Seeing then that we have a great high prlest that is passed into

the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.
For we have not an high priest whlch cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin. ZLet us therefore come boldly unto the
throne .of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help
in time of need." : : , %
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It would be a wonderful evening if we should be favoured to
feel that witness in our hearts so. that we could say of the suffer-
ings of a dear Redeemer, "this we know, it was all for us"., There
may be some for whom it ig'Who do not feel they could lay claim to

was all for me! Where this is the case may the Lord be pleased to
grant it, 8o that you can walk up and down these verses and feel
an experimental interest in the sacred, blessed truth that is here

concerning the Lord Jesug Christ in His office as' a great high

Priest, Words must be poor when we attempt to spesk upon such a
subject as this, but after all the life blood of the Gospel centres

in the Priesthood of the Lord Jesus. There has néver been a priest 1
like Him and there never will be, We may read about the high j
priests and the priests in the 01d TeStamenf but none can compare %
with Him. He has no comparison, the main point here consists in
the fact that He is able to save to the uttermost poor lost people,
not through what somebody else has done for Him, but What He :
Himself has acoompllshed. , '

In this office are three thlngs that mlght be mentioned that
are necessary and are involved in the Priesthood of Christ. One
point consists in taking our nature upon Him, without which He -

could not be a priest; another, the sacrifice that He offered
without which He could not take away sinj and the third the position
that He occupies as having passed into the heavens where He exerciges
that blessed office and disposés the blessings of grace to His poor,
needy people upon the earth. There He is, our great High Priest.

He is great here particularly in His gympathy, but He is great in

a number of different ways, He is great in His love. "Greater
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love hath no men'theﬁ'fhis, that 2 men lay downeHis;lifeffer His

friends"; but our blessed High Priest did, and that for‘eome of

you. I hope it may be His blessed will that it proves to be forn :

everyone, even as we have been singing. R
He is great in His knowledge,'w1sdom and understandlng,

nothlng is concealed from His penetratlﬁg eye. There is no creature

that is not manifest in His sight; all thlngs are naked and Qpened

unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do. He is our great ngh
Priest, This comes into our lives., Do we feel_to_need wisdom ?
Then this great High Priest is mede this unto us for He of God is
-made‘ﬁnto us wisdom.. Do you need a righteousness? It must come
from this Priest.: i Do .you need strength? It must come from Him, as
a. priest for ever after the order of Melchisédec.
' "Every grace and-every favour

: - Comes. to us through' Jesus blood" .
"Seeing then that we have a great High Priest that is passed into
the’heéﬁens"; ‘This is a blessed proof of His divine personality,
as was His resurrection from the dead. When the work of redemption
was completed He-ascended up from this earth to heaven., We read
that His disciples saw Him go up until He vanished out of their

Sight;'HeraSCendedrﬂpnand'passed into the heaven: I.do not know

how you may feel about this,;but-I.knowfit‘has;beenuaeconsoling
thought in my heart many and many a time that we have a Priest in
heaven, a living Jesus, made & priest mediatorially. after the order
of Melchisedec, and His 1life now as a Priest is— an evidence and
demonstration of the satisfaction and acceptance of His sacfifice,‘
and all His dear people stand perfect in Him., All their sins are
waghed away for ever and they are justified by His obedience unto
death. 0O what a glorious Person He is. . I am sure I may repeat

what I said this morning; as8 you may be helped keep your eye fixed
on Him when you pray; also, when you read keep that eye fixed on
Him for that is where your blessing must come from.

4. * He is a great High Priest passed into the heavens, Jesus the
“;bon of God, therefore, "let us hold fast our profession’, This will
present many difficulties because of the opposition that necessarily
attends this holding fast our profession. . There is the power of
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fﬁxunbellef w1th1n us, temptatlons w1thout cross prov1dences, hard
thlngs, affllctlons, losses, a path “of trlbulatlon, darkness, fears,,
apprehensions, many, many thlngs will ‘meke it a dlffloult matter,‘ -
but, as I believe.I mentloned thls morning, it is a profes51on o
of faith in:Christ, for that is where the soul: anchors, itis a
profession. of- falth and confldence in His~ pre01ous blood to purge‘ |
our load of- gullt away. It 1s a profe381on of the- perfectlon of Hlsh '
righteousness to present us w1thout spot before God -one day. i

The secret-of this holdlng fast ig union with Himg Ny in them" )

The Vine and the branches 1ndloate thls' ‘when the”branches are in
union with the- vine then 1t 11ves and igi fruitful. So does a llVlng’
soul that is in.union w1th Chrlst * There is no contlnulng w1thout ‘:

) thls, no holdlng fast 1n a gra01ous saving way Af there is no unlon.

| Ehls holding fast is looking to Hlm, trusting-in Him, casting our'
care upon Him, oommlttlng our way ‘to Him, léaning upon Him, holdlng '
fast with a "Lord help me" "Hold up my goings in try paths,.that o
my footsteps slip not. “, 0 what a wonder it will be to come through '
to be brought through to overcome at- last to be v1ctorlous. We a
need grace to keep our eyes flxed on Hlm in splte of all oppos1tlon,

"Let not all this terrlfy, pursue the narrow path". Press on,
"forgettlng those! thlngs Wthh are’béhind; and réaching” ﬁorth umto those
thlngs which- are before."'l Press toward the mark. '

The point. I would llke to speak on for’a: 11tt1e while is Just'"
this matter of. the prlesthood of Christ in His compassion and
sympathy. It is sald by the Apostle hére that "He is touched with
‘the feeling of our. 1nf1rm1t1es"' By infirmities you know we may ’
“undeérstand some klnd of weakness ‘or disability or affliction. Indeed
it may apply to any trlal that we may have:to walk in, 1n which we
may feel we have not strength of ourselves to do so. He is touohed
with our infirmities, the feellng of our 1nf1rmlt1es. . They oan be
infirmities of the body, 1n some partlcular lIimb, or an infirmity
in relation to the hearlng or the 31ght, as we read of one who had
an infirmity for S0 many years who was waiting at the ‘pool. We read
of what the Lord sald to the ministers of’ John, "Go- your way,.and ‘
tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf.hear, the dead are
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faised" All these are 1nf1rm1t1es. We may term them affllctlons,
I know, but they are 1nf1rm1t1es in the sense: .that they 1ndlcate o '/}
some partleular weakness.. As a deaf person is not able to hear . because
of that 1nf1rm1ty, so & dumb person is not able to speak because_
of this 1nfirm1ty. There are many infirmities, and sometimés - |
these can be for the tlme belng through taklng a mistaken view of.
things. Thls wag the case W1th Asaph “he came to mlstaken,
‘premature conclu31ons. Thls ‘¢an be an 1nf1rm1t1ty.: Good Asaph
sald MHas God. forgotten to Be graclousﬁ" "Will He be favourable_ 
hb.more9" - This was an 1nf1rm1ty,'a mlstaken conclusion, he said
so}{ He said "This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years |
of the rlght hand of the ‘most ngh" 3 ‘ -

‘ Now dear friends we are’ all subaect to these infirmities., Do

ych‘not feel it? Sometimes this can refer to the matter of prayern

We have an infirmity in this matter. What is this?  The Apostle
refers/it in the Romans, "The spirit also helpeth our - 1nf1rmlt1es;
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought".. Here’ is an

1nf1rmlty. This may séem dlfflcult to understand ‘but we may not
a1Ways know what is best for us or‘what the will of the Lord 1s
concernlng us. We can be very much 1n the dark and may pray for
:thlngs that nature des1res W'thout real subJectlon to the Lord's
will. Here is an 1nf1rm1ty, but "The Splrlt helpeth: our 1nf1rm1t1es
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: ‘but the
Spirit 1tself maketh . 1nterce331on for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered", . How does the Splrlt help these infirmities?
By strengthenlng us, holding up our hands in prayer and imparting
that 1mportun1ty s0. that we feel able to. come boldly unto the
Throne of Grace in. the boldness of a llVlng faith, This is how
the Splrlt helps our infirmities. He may also do this by
presentlng Chrlst ‘before our view as all sufflclent to supply -
every need, and thereby urge us to earnest pleadlng by the Splrlt
of grace and of supplication. _

Here are. these infirmities, then‘ Now the Lord. Jesus'Christ
Himself has no infirmities that are oonsequent upon inherent
weakness and sin. We know all afflictions and death itself result
from sin, from the fall of man. The dear Redeemer has no
infirmities inherent in Himself, but He understands the infirmities
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of Hig poor dear people because of what He has passed through
Hlmself. Whatever infirmity you may labour under He can understand
it svmpathetlcallv. Are youw suffering pain? He can understand
that paln Dbecause He suffered such pain, as He did when He suffered
that cruel death. Are you 1nsulted, ‘persecuted, opposed? So was
.:_He. He was 1nsulted, persecuted, opposed and hated, He cam:.

'understand your trials and afflictions in this way. Oh say .you," -
but T am tempted by the devil - so was He. As you know, He was
_ tempted in the wilderness. Say you, I am tempted to ‘unbelief and
Khdlstrust of God; s0 was He by Satan, tempted to a distrustiof God's
prov1dence° for when He was hungry He was tempted to turn stones to
bread. That was a temptation from Satan., When you féek. to:be-
h assailed*hy Satan you may remember that so was your Saviour assailed
fby Satan. Oh say YOu, I am tempted to pride and presumpticn - so
was He. Are you tempted to idolatry? - so was He. . :
The p01nt then is that whatever your temptations are this
great High Priest can understand them. But there 1s something more
than this, more than understandlng them Thre is that He'is touched
by them. He is touched by’ the feeling of your infirmities. This
”can be very, very sweet This being touched with the feeling of
olur infirmities appears to be first that He walks with us in them,
As it is in the prophecy by Tsaiah, "When thou passest through
the waters, I will be w1th thee, and through the: rivers, they shall
not overflow thee" ' You are ‘afflicted by these infirmities, but
He walks with ydu in- them, ‘He is touched by the feeling of your -
'1nf1rm1tles, and not only so but He supports you under them, He !
"does mnot 1eave‘yeﬁ to shift for yourself "He supports you in them.
" He bears you through them, He supports you with His+staff and rod,
He does not leave you to fight your battles alone, He is the
captaln of your salvation made perféct through suffeérings. Some

mof you may understand ‘me; you may have felt a particular sense of
" the Lord's presence with you in a furnace of trial, supporting
?you'wlth a promlse, “holding you up, walking with you in the trial,
&’carrylng the ‘burden for you, bearing you through it. So it has:
been a sanctlfled trlal because.the Lord was with yourin:-it, and
_blessed His word to you when you were pa551ng through the waters,
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He is touched with the feellng of our 1nf1rm1t1es, He may
touch your heart with His love,- melt you in repentance and contrltlon
for gin, bring you near to Him&elf, carry you as a lamb in His
bosom through the rough and rugged- track that'you Tay have to . travel
lalong in this path of tribulation, “He is touched with the feellng
“uof our infirmities, and was in all points tempted like as we are
:*yet without sin. We are poor sinful’ ‘mortals. We are liable to fall
a prey to temptation. He was tempted in all points, yet He was
"perfeotly holy. Although He ‘was' tempted He was:never tainted,
although He suffered being tempted, He never fell by any.temptation,
_AOh no, He knows just how to. take you np in HlS arms and carry you
:through as though. He would whlsper in your heart I have suffered
all for you. He will take you- up in His arms so to gpeak and carry
you through a furnace. .or bear you through a rlver, help you, bring
Tyou tnrougn and -give you to feel a swéet peace and ‘quietness in it.
This is being,touched-withlthe feeling of your infirmities.

"Touched with a sympathy within,

He knows our feeble frame; -

- Hé-knows what sore temptations mean,
. For He has. felt the same."

) Thls is an:incentive in the.mind of the Apostle to come boldly
'unto the Throne of grace, as though he would say, You have these
Nlnflrmltles.; How can you carry them, how can ‘you walk in. them,

" how can you .endure them? “Here is‘a dlrectlon,'"Come boldly unto

. the throne of.: grace" with your 1nf1rm1t1es, your weakness, your .
"Jtemptatlon, .your sins, your fears, your falllngs. " This boldness

is the boldness of faith.  Faith is what I may term.a confidence,'
not a presumptuous boldness, It is described in one of the Psalns,
"I am the Lord thy- God, which brought  -thee-out of the land of Egypt:
'open thy mouth wide, and I will £ill it", Ask for great things,
?"1arge pet;tlons with thee bring". '"Open thy mouth wide", This

is a confidence -then - Why go to this throne of grace? Because

we have nowhere else to go. It is the only avenue of soul relief,
of dellverance.” Let us come boldly. You'may say, my case is too
bad,;,Who said.that? = The Lord mever said so. We need to be careful
apout listening to what the devil says. The Apostle James says,
"Re51st the dev1l and he will flee from you". How can we poor
thlngs ‘reist ‘the devil? I would say the best way is to come boldly

D
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to the throne of grace, for that is what the devil cannot ablde. B o
The weakest saint upon his knees can ‘gain the v1ctory. '

"Satan trembles when he sees ‘ _
‘The weakest saint upon his knees" S e

This is the best way of res1st1ng him. %
What varlous matters there are, your- Soul, your body, your
providences, your elreumstances and many thlngs. This is an open
door, "1et us come béldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, ‘and find grace to help in time of need." “That is
the reason why we are exhorted to venture with this boldness, Pirst
of all thatvwe may obtain‘mercy. What is it that we neced mercy
for? Mercy in forgiveness, grace to. strengthen. When it comes to
the matter of mercy this is a great thing, for this forglvcnees
is an act of mercy, thls can take us to Psalm 51 where the Psalmist
~ says, "Have mercy upon me,. 0-God, according to thy lovingkindness
according unto the multltude of thy tender mercies blot out my
transgr6381ons", and ‘so on down: through the Psalm. If the Lord
should be pleased to brlng that forg1Veness 1nto your heart and _
give you to feel 1t ‘He ‘will only do it as an act’ of mercy toward .
you or me or anyone else, not because we have any claim upon Him.,
It must be an act of mercy, in fact it is mercy all the way .- "Have
mercy upon mc, O Ged“ This is what the Lord Jesus is exalted to
give. He is ”A.Prlnce and a Saviour to- give repentance to Israel
and remission of s;ns”.” Oh what.blessed peace He gives, what joy,
what life, what libérty, what assurance! All is an act of mercy .
In this blessed word we have those promises that He will do this:
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just %o forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness ." He is faithful
because He has promised, and just because He has given satisfaction,

so that the pardon of sin does not clash with the holy character
of God.
It is an amazing wonder that we may obtain mercy and grace to
help in time of need. It is always a time of need; but
there are particular times of need, when that need is so partioularly
felt that you come to the place of one of whom we read that she
said, "Lord help me". "Grace to help in time of need". This can
be when we are under some infirmity, pressing hard upon us, some



particular affliction, some trial, some hard thing that;you,may- N i
have to walk in that is like water wearing the stones, these things
bring us down so that we feel to have no strength left except it be to
pray, "Lord help me", Then this grace is given, "grace to help in
time of ﬁééd";' Venture boldly to the throne of grace that you may
find gréce,bobtaiﬁ”it ‘feel it, experience it. It is'a confirming .
word. It 1s what so many of the Lord's people have felt in a-time

of trouble, sorrow, affllotlon when life has been in jeopardy,

heavy outward trials that have been very hard to bear, but not too
hgrd for the Lord to glve you strength to hold you up and bring you
through., : .

The Lord said to the 'Apostl'e', "My grace is sufficient for thee,
for my'Strength is made perfect in weakness." In this way you may
find and feel’ your shoes to be as iron and brassji you can walk in
them and thcy will be sure to fit. - You have to bring these
1nf1rm1t1es to a mercy ‘seat that you may find grace to help in time *
of need. They are sure to oome, they have come, they do come; and
what a mercy it is when a waltlng soul finds the Lord in a time of |
need, and feels that inward support, that diviné sympathy, this is
when this great High Priest is touched with the feeling of our
1nf1rm1t1es.“ I hope I have been helped to say a few things that are
according to the Gospel ‘and according”to the experience of the Lord's
people. May we be favoured 1o prove that we have such an High
Priest Who 1s touched with the feeling of our infirmities and that a
throne of grace is open Lor us to venture td, that we may obtaln
mercy and flnd grace to help in tlme of need Amen.
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