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Sermon preached by Mr., J. Delves at "Ebenezer" Clapham onrﬁunday
| -  evening 1.11.70 . . AR ( OF §hgxﬁﬁs
Hymns "746, 92, 266 - S : L\Ba'fm«oﬁﬂi’
Readiné‘ Song of Solomon 2 and 3 - - GOSP;FV.
Text : Somg of Solomon 2,14

nQ my dove, that art in the.clefts of the rock, in the secret
places of the stairs,” let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy
voices for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is. comely.

I - have as you may remember, been speaking this morning of
that good place the church was in that is mentioned here in a
personal way, and truly it applles to any of the daughters and sons -
of Zion -~ "He brought me to the banquetlng house and his banner over ..
me was love™., This is a blessed plaoe to be in, though not often
is this the experience of the Lord's ohlldren, but where this is in
a real sense then that experience is a blessed seal of an interest
one day in everlasting life and glory._

In chapter 3 the language is rather dlfferent from thiss; for
here the church says, "By night on my bed I sought him whom my
soul loveth I sought him, but I found him not" and she rose up and
went about the city and the streets and the broal ways ‘seeking Him
whom her soul loved, but she says, "I.found Him not". Here she does
not appear to have been in the banquetingdhouse; but éven so there
was a love in her heart toward Him. My late pastor used to say
you will not find Him on the bed, this is the bed of slbth and ease,
that is not the place to find Him", She had to pass the watchmen
that go about the city, but still she did not find Himj; then it says,
"It was but a little that I passed from them, that I'fdund‘Him whom
my soul loveth". She found Him at last, she had so to speak to get
up from the bed and go about the street, in the broad ways and
engquire from the watchmen, but eventdally sne found Him, What
ig so good here, she says, "l:held Him, and would not let Him‘go,
until T had brought Him into my mofner{s house;_and'into the chambers
of her that conceived me"., Here it was not being brought into the
banqueting house, the Lord allowed Himself to be brought into the
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church and to be held by one who lofed her Lord as she says, "I

held Him, and would not let Him go". Some of you may know something
about this when His presence has been sweetly felt or you may have
dreaded lest He should depart; but even ilee does it is not for ever.
We pass through many changes here below, aﬁd at times have to mourn
His absence and may have a long time to wait before He comes, but
even so He has said that He will come; she had been favoured to such
a degree that it seemed she could hold no more. "Stay me with flagons,
comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love, His left hand is
under my head, and His right hand doth embrace me.” She was enfolded
in the bosom of His love, the left hand of His providence supported
her, and the right hand of His grace and love embraced her, she could
see His hand, and feel His gracious support in matters of providence
and enjoy the light of His countenance and His love in her soul.

In a remarkable way here the church hears Him coming. "The
voice of my beloved! he cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping
upon the hills™. GShe was observant of Hig approach, and His rapid
approach too, as a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind
our wall', When His time comes nothing can hinder Him, no mountains
of difficulty or darkness or sin, can hinder Him when that time of
love shall come., He .comes ledping over all and He fills the heart
with 2 sense of His love and grace, and this makes the wonderful |
change described here that I referred to this morning.

In this verse we have not the .voice of the church, but of Christ,
Who desires to hear the voice of those that are in a secret place;
a8 is stated under this .figure, "O my dove, that art in the clefts
of the rock, ." Here is a beautiful figure; many things I suppose
could be said about this figure'of the dove, but there are cne or
two things that are descriptive, as that they are inclined to nake
a mournful noise, somewhat monotonous in its tone, so at times are
the Lord's doves. Hezekiah was something like this when he said,
"Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a
dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O Lord, I am oppressed’
undertake for me", Do you feel to be like one of these doves,
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e Lord I am oppressed”, mournlng over your gullty, sad condltlon
.and yet feeling like .one.who said,: _ -

"Dear Lord, may I a mourner: be,
Over my sins and after thee"

Thls is a wholesome mournlng W1th the Lord's doves, gr1ev1ng

over 81n, feellng to be. burdened by 1t and mourning before Him.
The Lord _says that such w1ll be. oomforted "Blessed are they

that mourn for they shall be comforted" ' The Lord 1s app01nted

to proclaim comfort unto_allrthat mourn, These, are the Lord‘ B
doves; I understand that doves'ere;very'fearful, timorous
creatures; not like an eagle or:a raven;-noj and does not: this:
describe the Lord!'s dear people for when the Lord addressed His
disciples on one occagion He' said, "Why are ye. so fearful, how 1s.
it that ye have no. faith?¥, This: can be descriptive, for. the
Lord's people are a fearful people, hence there are a number of
these "fear nots" in the Holy Scriptures addressed to these. poor.
fearing ones: Do you feel like one of-these doves, fearful and :

. afraid? To such He has a kind word, "Fear not, little-flock;: for
it is your father's good pleasure. to give you the kingdom". - He
has a"fear not! for these poor fearful doves. , Do you feel fearful,
are you careful and troubled about. many things, dismayed and
sometimes wondering how you will come: through this, or get through
that, mountains before you’thatfyou=may be. shrinking from, and -

- wonder where the scene will end, full of fear and apprehension?.
In Isaiah 41°it ig said,: "Fear thouy noty:for I. am with thee: be
not dismayed: for I am thy Gods I will strengthen thee; yea, I -
will help thee: yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of

my righteousness."  That is-a good word, is it not, especially
when you are passing through these waters and rivers. . We are
fearful, -that is if -I know anything about it, but these can be -
unwholesome fears—

"Creatures of fear, we drag along,.
And fear -where no fear 1s"._

'We can be dlstrustful of the Lord's word and promlse in these fears
and 1aok that confldence whlch behoves us to put our trust in the



b=

‘Lord our God, Still these are the Lord's doves. ' He does not
cast out His poor fearful doves, He still.claims them, "O my deve,
that art in the clefts of the rock",

These doves are defenceless creatures, not birds of prey, they
.do not attack other birds, but are very liable to attack by birds
of prey. The Lord's dear people are despised and hated by the
world, they are persecuted and defenceless in themselves. . One °
says in a hymn: ' '

"Cover my defenceless head :
With the shadow of thy w1ng"

They feel unable to. protect themgelves or to encounter the =
renemles that confront them, but their strength is in their God,
and He will not forsake them, He will bear them up and brlng them
through He will turn thelr captivity and make thelr wings as of
_51lver and their feathers of yellow gold as recorded "Though
ye Thave llen among the pots, yet shall ye be as the w1ngs of. a’
dove covered with 811ver, and her feathers with yellow gold"
Thls 1ndlcates a blessed 1nterest in the Sav1our g love and blood,
. the llberty of His blessed Gospel and the graces of His good
‘Splrlt in the soul these are splrltual bleSS1ngs for those. who
have been lying among the pots. ' _ ' .

Just another word about these doves. I nnderetand that they
are.very perticular about their food; bthey"Will not pick up
enything like some birds They 11ke clean food. for they are clean
birds. Are not the Lord's dear people like this, 1if they are
given some measure of dlscernment° They cannot - "eat” anythlng,
they want clean provender, ‘winnowed w1th the ehovel and the fan,
they know rhe dlfference between truth and error, they know the
Gospel gives a certain sound, they can recelve it, and bear their
witness to it; but if it gives an uncertain sound they regect it.
The Lord‘s people want clean provender ~ And what is thls° - it
life. As He said, "Whoso eateth my flesh, and. drinketh my Dblood,
hath eternal -life; and I will raise him.up at the last day™".

Are there any of these doves here? Why, the Lord says they
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are my doves even if they are at this time lying among the pots

- or.filled with. fear and apprehension, yet they are my doves,

- but where: were they? The Lord knew where. they were. - He does

,nop say. I have lost them, no, but they are in the clefts:of the
rock, -that is where these doves are. What are we to understand.
by the: elefts of the rock? -As you know the Lord Jesus Christ is
~eompared Yuvig . rock. He is compared to this as the foundation, He
said to Peter "Upon this rock I will build my.church”,.but He is ..
..also the Rock of Ages as that blessed hiding place, providing that
. shelter only He can give. . Where are these clefts of the rock? .

"Rock of Ages, cleft for me;

Let me hide myself in thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From thy riven side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure,

Cleanse me from its guilt and’ power"

Here are the clefts of the rock a wounded Saviour, the best
hldlng place or shelter that cen be.' ‘May we not look at these
doves as ‘making use of this hiding place. 'Here'they are Iin

the clefts of the rock, or in the secret places. of the.stairs.
‘Thi's has the same import; they are in hiding, if we may view it
-like this, they have concealed themselves, they are silent, they
have got 1nto the secret places of the stalrs This is a safe
place, there is no better hldlng place than the clefts of the
rock, and’ the secret places of the-stairs. These places may not
be known by birds of prey; it can be that they are ooncealed‘
 where they may have secret communion with their Lord.

' Now these secret places of the stairs may be good places where
these doves conceal themselves, but there is thie point about
them, they are too silent; there they are, hiding up in this
secret place of the stairs. This is a figure but as you know
“doves are just like this. I;underetand:they were very prone
fo'conceal themselves in certain parts of the temple buildings,
certain hiding places where they could creep in and feel they
were safe from attack, Is not thle true of the Lord's people?
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Do they not betake themselves to the Lord Jesus Christ, is not their
hope built upon His precious sin-atoning blood to dellver them and His
righteousness. to cover them? They. know where they are. safe, they are
the Lord's doves, they are. not flutterlng about in. the slvht of everybodj,
they are in. the clefts of the Rock.. Thls 1s a good place to be in, it is
said of the Lord that. !a man shall be as an hldlng place from the wind,
and a.covert from the. tempest” ‘ So these doves are. in a safe place,
but they: are too SLlent the Lord does not reprove them, but He wants
to see thems they are. hldlng What does He. say9 "Let me see thy
countenance, let e hear thy v01ce" . By the countenance of a person
you can often tell the state of thelr mlnd they dlsplay 1t by thelr
countenance. The p01nt here is that though the Lord knows they are in
the secret places of the stairs, He will have. them to show themselves
saying, "Let me see. thy countenance”, He does not say, let me see thy
back. To see a person S countenance they must be looking toward you,
as I can see your: countenances now, as you are looklng toward me. The
Lord des1red to' see these doves looking to Hlm, with thelr faces toward
Him, comlng to Hlm, comlng out of those secret places. They had been
gilent qulte 1ong erough, "Tet me see thy countenance" Thig is

descrlptlve, experimental language, for Him to see their countenance"
they must be‘looklng toward Him, coming out in the open as it were

The Iord may be saylng somethlng of this kind to some of Vou I do not
know if this is so. " The Lord has many doves in the clefts of the rock.

What if the Tord ‘should say tg»you"”Let me see thy countenance" It is
not discernible in the secret places of the stalrs, He will have you
coming to Him, that is accordlng t6 His own Word. "Come unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden"., This is one with his countenance
toward His Lord, looking to Him, May not this have some relation to
owning Him, puttlng Him on, and making no provision for the flesh? The
countenance - here'may-refer to- the profession - let your profession of
Him be seen in an open acknowledgment. - Am I not worthy? "Let Me see
thy countenance", be a living witness to Me. YLet me hear. thy voice,
for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely". So'there is

an attraction to the Lord's eye in these doves of His. = "Thy
countenance", 'He says, "is comely". This is attractive to Him, it is
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acceptable to Him, has His approbatlon, He has said, "them that honour
Me, I will honour". The Tord desires so t0" speak to see your
countenance in a spirltual and practlcal way; come forth-rnto the light
then "and honour- Him by obedlence to His commands. This sight of the
countenance 1ndlcates ‘His approbatlon upon ‘such a one; "for thy |
countenance is comely”, it is attractlve “to Hlm to see these inhabitants
of Zion walklng 1n Hls ways, follow1ng on 1n the footsteps of the flock

- "Let Me hear thy v01ce, for sweet is thy VOloe" ' Thls mey seem
'dltflcult for a ‘poor ‘stammerer to understand Thls is not to be taken
literally exactly, although it can be so, and even in prayer when one
is pouring out his heart before the Lord his voice is sweet and
attractive, - "sweet is thy voice'. - The wvoice of these doves is
- acceptable to the Lord, in'confessien'of sin:" The Scripture says "If
" we confess our sins He is falthful and just toﬂforglve us our sins, and
to cleanseus from all unrlghteousness." Sweet is thelr v01ce in
confession, sweet 1n repentance, in repentance that is tOWard»Godf
Sweet is their v01oe in their testlmony to His' geedness”and merey'to
them, as we read in the’ Psalms, ”Come and hear all ye that fear God
and I will declare what he hath done For my soul',

I felt it véry sweedb ‘this afternoon to read an obltuary in
our magazine this month of a friend I knew very well, It refers to
the time when she was very:mneh'exereiséd'aheut baptism and her heart
was full but she seemed to want someone to mentlon it to her."One
day as she was walking up the" path from the chapel the pastor put hls
hand on her shoulder and said t0 her, "Come in thou blessed of the
Lord", ‘He had never said anythlng ‘to her before about splrltual ’
things, but he just said that and walked on and said no more. She said
my legs trembled,"I hardly knew how “to get on my blcycle,” but her
soul was alive and she could not let the matter rest any longer,‘she
was obliged to go ‘forward and at her bapt1SH1as she passed the_
baptistry and saw the water she sald The words stole so sweetly
across my peaceful breast: 'Now when they search to flnd their sins

their sing can ne'er be found'." When she was recelved 1nto the

church she said that it was a good day to her and they had that hymn
440, ‘ ' '
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"How sweet and awfiul is the place,
Wlth Christ within the doors'".

By awful' we are not to understand it in the sense that often it
is used -of somethlng very dreadful or terrible in 1tself but as
belng solemn, venerable, august, majestic, bWessed '

Here 1 must leave it. I would say this, if: the Lord has any
doves here in the clefts of the rock or in .the secret Dlaces of
the stairs may the Lord move them -to come forth into the light,
that we may see your countenance and hear your volce, '"For sweet is

thy v01ce, and thy countenance is comely", Amen.
¥R W KKK ®

"~ Address at the communion

'i My dear frlendu,llt is my duty as your. pastor, my pr1v1lege__
and my Joy, to receive into our union this evening our dear sister
:1n the falth of the Lord Jesus Christ. She has been helped to
w1tness a good prof6851on before you, and to declare what the Lord
A.has done for her soul.: She has recorded some blessed things, she
has been in ‘the depths of trouble and darkness and fear, but now
" the Lord has turned her captivity;,set-her soul free, blessed her
with the light of His countenance, and given her to feel the pardon
of her sins. NOW‘we;ieCeive her -into our midst, welcome her with all
our hearts and pray that the Lord will be with her and enable'her 
to continue in His word and ways and be a blessing and strength to
us. How kind it is of the Lord, particularly after this time of
sorrow we have had in hav1ng to part with one we loved., Now the
Lord has giveh us another and may He bless the union to us.

My dear sistér in the Lord, in the name of this church I give
to you.the right hand of féllowship and, although I may not give
you a'particular‘word,'the'LQrd-has-done so;already, He has claimed
'you as one of His. ©Now we pray -that as we meet the Lord will be
with you and'keep you and be gracious unto you, cause His bless1ng
to be upon you and give you peace. May He bless you to us. In
the name of the church we recelve you as a sister in the Lord
'Hymn 437 _ 1 Corinthians 11 from v.23% - 512

.,_-a-w_-u..n-.am__amn-...—.‘..
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