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e But now. thus gaith the Lord that created thes, O Jacob, and He ﬁhat

- formed thes, O Israel, Fear not : for I have redesmed thee I have called thes by
thy name, thou arb Mme When thou passest through the waters, I will be

~“with ‘thee;, and throngh the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: ‘when thou a

*walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame

: 'kmdle upon thee:’—Isatam xlifi. 1, 2. . - v
o Wmaou'r question the precious words of our text have ‘primary appli- -
. .cation to the lineal descendants of Abraham, God’s chosen people, who
“also for many centuries received the wonderful consolation contained
in them, and it may be that in.centuries yet-to come- Tsrael after the
flesh - will “rejoice in the boundless consolation which remains. But
' the text has, nevertheless, just as trus an. application to the spmtual— o
" Israélof God asto His ancient national people, for the Divine promise
: to Abraham embraced both the Jewish and the Gentile worlds. Listen
‘to the gracious terms of that eovenant promise, By Myself have I
.sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and
hagt. not withheld ‘thy son, thine only son : that in blessing I will:
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed .as the stars of o,
. hea.ven and as the sand which is upon the gea shore; and thy geed
shall’ possess the gate of his enemies; and in THY SEED SHALL
ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED; because.
. thou hast-obeyed My voice.”” . Thus ‘Abraham .became the father both
of -the circumcigion-and the unclrcumclsmn, as the apostle argues, for
he received faith before he received circumcision that he might be
« the father of all them that believe, thotigh they be not circumecised ;
that righteousness might be imputed to:them also. For the promise
that he should be the keir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to hig
geed’ through the law, but through the righteousness of faith, There-
fore it 'ig of faith that it might be by grace; %o .the end that the
promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is -
of the la,w, but-to that also which is of the faith -of Abraham ; -
who is the father of us all; as it is- written, I have made thee
¢ o father:of many nations.” So you gee, brethren, from these words
of the apostle that: God made Abraham < the heir of the world,”
and ‘the father of all who believe, Hence we may justly follow
& twofold interpretation  of -such terms as those of ‘“Jacob” and
«Tsrael,” which we find in our text. But however we feél led’ to E
, apply them, you will ‘observe that both are addressed to character,
. for, Jesurun, - Jacob and Israel, are the persons named. ~Listen: ¢ But -
~‘now thus S&lth the Lord th&t erea,ted thee, 0 Ja,aob and He that b
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formed thee, O Istael,'Fear not.” - Here we.have eragtion and forma-
tion. All of ug are the subjects of the Lord’s natural creation, but are -
we the subjects of the Liord’s spiritual formation? There is a wide
difference between creation and formation, for our creation has been
spoiled by sin and we therefore need forming -anew. . The people had

been created, but their “ereation had bee

said, ¢ This people have I formed for M ‘
My praise.” These vessels were marred, n the making, but after
they left the heavenly Potter’s hands. - We'read in the Epistle to the
Romans of vessels of merey and of vessels of wrath; the former, afore
prepared by Divine wisdom and love unto glory, and the latter fitted

hey shall show forth

by their own wilful and wanton sins to destruction. Marvellous .

mystery of the Divine working, stupendous grace, and unsearchable
wisdom and holiness ! - Well may we exclaim with the apostle, * Oh
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God !

how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!™

Brethren, let us each pause & moment to ask a pointed, personal,; and
golemn gquestion, Am I a vessel of merey, or am I:a vesgel of sin and

wrath ? can I praise God both for creation and renovation? can I -

sing'with _that man of God whom many of us love for the manifold

graces and gifts bestowed upon him,

‘¢ Jegus, Jehovah, Liord of heaven and earth, -
To whom I owe my first and second birth,
Whose hand first formed me and whose precious blood
Redeemed my soul and gave me peace with God "’ ?—Hart,

Ha,ppjz are we if. thus we can. rejoice not only in our creation, but in

our regeneration and re-formation, for then to us, whether our faith be
strong .or weak, the cheering message of our text is sent, “ But now

thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed

thee, O Igrael, Fear not : for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee

by thy name, thou art Mine.” This Divine “ Fear not” you will

observe is sent to those who are formed anew; it matters not whether
you are but a wrestling Jacob, seeking the Lord, or whether you are

" among those happy souls who have “found Him of whom Moses in - °

the law and ‘the prophets did write ;" if only you are alive Godward, to
you ig this word of salvation and consolation sent. But what a very
solemn inference may be drawn with respect to those who are not formed

. anew from this cheering word to the regenerate. My friends, the
Lord sends a ‘ Fear not ' only to those who fear and love Him. If .

therefore you are strangers to this holy, filial fear, the Lord sends no

-« Fear nots ” to you, but on the other hand you have every reason to

fear, for you are neither seekers, nor finders, nor in any true sense in

. fellowship with the Lord and His church. However, we must come
- more directly to the text. *Butnow thus saith the Liord that created

thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not : for I
have redeemed ‘thee, I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine.

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and .

through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when ‘thon walkest

“through the- fire, thou shalt not. be burned; neither shall the flame
. kindle upon thee.” -After a somewhat lengthy introduction, in which

some  matbters of moment_arising out of the text have besn touched

upon, I shall not -revert to those matters, but go on to the grest and

grand doctrine of redemption through the blood of the cross. This, as it

appears in the text, we will designate, Divine redemption, I have

ed, of whom the Tiord’

" through the fire;” f

¢
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redeemed thes.” 'Secoﬁdly' we will ﬁqfiée, Divine calling, I have 'cg.l"l'eil,
thee by thy name.” -Thirdly, Divine possession, *Thou art Mine.

‘Fourthly, Divine ordination, for though not mentioned, this doctrine

is-implied by the words, “ When thou passest through the waters;”
:auga.inr,J “Andythrbu'gh the rivers;’” and yet again, “Whep thou walkest
these painful, necessary and ‘enriching ex-
l&io ‘our lot apart from -Divine ordination.
the promise of the Divine presence, «1
stly, the -cheering word which tells of
.(the waters) shall. not overflow thee;’

periences could neve
Then fifthly, we wi
will be with thee.
Divine - limitation,

" again, “Thou shalt not be burnéed;’* and yet again, “ Neither shall the

flame kindle upon thee.” o o

I. We have, first of all then, to consider the great and comforting
doctrine of Divine Repemprion. Redemption ! what a word ! redemp-
tion through His blood, the precious blood of the La,mb;; and remem-
ber that this glorious redemption provides for “ the forgiveness of sins

according to the riches of His grace.” Oh, my friends, how happy

. are we if we have but the pledge of redemption, yes, happy notwith-
* standing all our sorrows, and all the trials of the way. 1f redeemed
" we must be in a happy state at all times, though. we be in.a

h : frame but sometimes. Does not Moses exclaim, “ Happy
&Sﬁppgmu; O TIsrael: who is like unto thee, O people saved by

* the Tiord, the sbield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy

excellency ; and thine enemies shall be founq liars unto thee, and thou_y
shalt tread upon their high places” ? Israel is happy, you see, because
redeemed and saved by the Liord. The Word of God knows nothing
of salvation apart from redemption. Now while we think of redemp-
tion; let us remember from what we are redeemed. Brethren, we are
redeemed from 'sin, redeemed from sin's dominion, redeemed from

. sin’s awful wages, yea, « Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the

law, being made a curse for us.” - Yes, we a,re,“Redeeme'(_i from hell
and sealed for heaven.” OH, ours is a wonderful redemption ! we had
gsold ourselves for nought, and we were redeemed without . money, for

“no money could have redeemed us; no human merit, nor labourings,
" nor sufferings could have redeemed us; the redemption of our souls

wag' too -costly for gold, or silver, or’ rubies, but we were  redeemed

 with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and

without spot: Who verily was foreordained beforethe ‘foundation of

the world, but.was manifest in these last times for you, who by Him

do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him

glory, that' your faith and hope might be in God.” Thus are we -

% doarly bought, highly esteemed ; redeemed, with Jesus’ blood re-
deemed ! . » - ;
II. We will now pass on to Divie caruiNg, for 13],19 tht rea:ds, ‘
‘have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name.” It is an infinite
meray to be called of God, for if our calling is sure our election is sure,

and if our calling and election are sure our redemption. also is most -

sure. What a glorious chain of golden doctrines we have in the,
eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, and how comely is the
daughter of Zion when the heavenly Bridegroom puts this chain gbou\t
her neck, and holy love to Him imparts to her heart an unfeigned

delight in the wearing of it. Listen to this wonderful revelatiot:of -
Divine grace.to which I have -referred, for by it you may learn thst
effectual calling links every called one with all the eternal purposes of '
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- depths of Divine grace and holy mysteries
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AR gf_(ﬁ;vgg ds ggacg a’i‘id loads him with absoltte certainty to: evetlasting
T oyt doy T o.apostle, by the Spirit here says, “ And we kmow
 THEM sy wouk together for good fo them that love God, TO

~ THEM WHO ARE THE CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS BUR. ' |
POSE. .:For whom He did forekn,ow;:HeHalso: did predostinate tobe . . ] :

T3

.conformed to the imageiof His Son

or od i “of . ;.that
among ‘many brethren. Moreover ym
HE ALSO CALLED: and"wgg;’r%o
and whom He justified,. them He als

to the-human mind they must ever rem

g:iggg lmﬁ)o the (%ord our God, but the things which ate revealed =

'éalling furn;u}f &p 1 to our children' for ever.” ~Bat, brethren, Divine

T Wisdmgn, éraI:E,e:nEl ;155;}: ?ng lge‘gnﬁseoboqngléss. tsauresof shemal -
. visqom, grace, and glory, and reveals our interest in them, = -~ .

. Whigfufwh;;.l gbsgﬁve too that the-calling of our texif,l ' a.n&n that also to
Tibiah I \il :referred in"the Epistle to the Romans, is-a personal .
a,c‘éorgi;n : I;ye. called Ehee by thy name,” and again, “The called -
aqcor csi,l%? ’le purpose.”” Are we the subjects of thig special per-

. -sonal aall . - hp\iq-remember, that if you have received the personal call

arist and holiness, you have personally come, o Christ longing  for

gillsi gg@‘;@@g% }holiness.» - My broﬁh’er, is thy heart . regenérate ? is thy @ =
~ . "Christ Rf;gemei?};-t t?;)ru _Walagﬂng ;n Zion's ‘way, ahd hast thus come tg
S tor. merey, for pardon,. fot ; for sanctification, an R
raden}n),pbmn 5 Sl ant fhoum:i dil?/t b;:)em,g for. sanctification, and for -
s é?;m eE, éslhgy.:;f thou hast once truly ‘eome, thou wilt eomtinue to -
.»,ébmggfgsgﬁ; Jggglgvgtﬁnielsy%yweasegtoucom_e’;ia;till'agthys.;sziour shall; .
W hotn oo 0o B _home. above, for. the injunetion is, «To
rx?o(;ioggnmz%'asbduai& 8 _glv_m_g" stone, disallowed '.Jindeeelgno?{n‘aéfxo
‘ 1 036, od. c o . S L - >
.- ‘friends, your calling ig a.égtfrégltsandcommg g 1o aanner, my
S glgl,predegtmatlon is assured:; “and if
-God's* gracious” foreknowledge of you is agsured ; ‘and thus without

%%??gioﬁlegsuflg iuscl(;)iffa.tio_rz ist&’ss%fd, ; -and your longing and labouring
. waile here. {or conformity to Christ i3 assured, and " yo rnal -
5 %"lglé'lﬁcglmpln_ls‘ ag cortain ag the Being and purp?)s:a t?fn %l{gf?\ggstetﬁ?ﬂl‘

. fromq:lx;l;i , m16l[£lq kicks af these holy doctrines, but those who are bgfl; :
o sa,lva:?;ig‘ﬁ ;i?zx};uc:ﬁg by the Holy Spirit bless God: for the cer- " .
i 'th:%}i%h’f%e~gﬁ'ea.bsMed_ia-to{.§:§3:? o every ome vho. eomes to God
e e, 8ve néxt to.speak of Divine rvossmssion: « Th b
i Mol o b, et o Sy ot

: : y the ‘Lord’s by creation, but by .adoptio 2
f'ggi;naélu :1%‘% and %home, by redemption, by conquesb,yalg'dog;l%ﬁ,lug)-’ '
e ell'. But let us never forget that this - ineomparable

pr ang W&]:ILEC') s:?% egzig.tbglx;gh fra::]e;’ respongibility with regard to our

. lk: «y ) t with & price : therefore glorify God in
your body, and in. your spiri ioh s G o
your 2 ar spirit, which are God's.” 8
_ v]é"i(:all'?e 3 lg:lsesn ;;ed rgvgs; l:;; bs%par_a.ted from the ungodly WoﬂIdf t;::,t lla'ir;h't }111? :
anddelugiirg : p\rofesSion, féﬁﬁ? imo‘f)rﬁﬁm oy T Soad, flee

Separate, saith ‘the Lord, and touch not the. unelean thing; and I will

receive you, and will'bé a Father unto you,

- and dgughtezjs,‘sa,ithrﬁhe Liord Almighty.”:

if your calling is assured, then
your predestination iy "assured;

ight ‘be the Firstborn
predestinate, THEM:: -
‘He algo - justified ;. " {1 -
‘Oh, what infinite , '

o6l yes, and mysteries
r “The secret things =~ - 1 %

to the Saviour? for re-

among them, and be ye

-and ye shall be My sons

" . How it reminds.us of our

-Thine are Mine, and I
*wonderful the Lord’

. ordained peace
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Who soon ghall call uéhome. ., "%

«'Bg to-this woild asadead, : e
s voice, -

We soon shall hear the archangel’
The trump of God shall sound,.‘Rejoice.

sontonce of our text, ‘Thou art Mine! "
T.ord’s own words in that matchless address
of His to the Father, « They are Thine; and alliMine aré Thine, and
am glorified in them.” How mysterious. and
“ht in His purchased posgession | how ‘mar-
& His love upon 'such worthless creatures!
Uis when we realise that we are His- own

- . Alive to that to ¢ome:;
- “Our life with Christ is hid .

How precious this short

ER B

vellous that He sho
and . oh, what joy.is

- children, His jewels, with whomi He will never part. . I feel and know

that I cainot live without Him, and I know also, when His Spirit
beareth witness with my spirit, that He will not live without me. Oh,
what a price He paid for me! let us think of this when we ponder the
-precious declaration, Thou art Mine ; " and let us remember also that

., 80 rich a cost can ne’er be lost,. Keep Ohrist in view, let God be frue,

. Though faith be tried by fire.” ~ . And every man a liar."—Hart:

IV. Now just a word on DivINE orpvatioN. This doctrine, as T
have already hinted, is to be inferred from the text, for here we. have
watbers, and rivers, and fire, and flame mentioned, and the people of
Giod ‘as passing-through them, and it .is. certain that this could not -

" possibly be the case without Divine ordination. The Lord who hath

for us hath also ordained our troublés and- pains..
“Neither God's eternal-and boundless love, nor Christ’s glorious redemp-
tion, nor the Holy Spirit’s regenerating grace preserve us from the -

- fact of trouble; though they preserve us from the curse of trouble. ~Liet

this matter therefore be fully gettled in your hearts, for « Whom: the: -
Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiv-

. eth.”” .Trouble; and trial, and grief, and pain, and disappoinfments are

as much the lot of God’s oloct as of the warldling, yea, they are-just
" as certain as their heavenly privileges and joys. “This truth may be
illustrated by that beautiful narrative of Lazarug’s sickness and death,.
for in connection with this we read, “ Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
sister, and Lazarus. 'When He had heard therefore that he was sick,
He abode two days still in the samne place where He was.”’, What a

paradox -of Divine love ! what an opposite course our Lord took to

‘that which nature and reason. would have dictated ! We should have

_ supposed that upon the receipt of such serious news the Lord’s love to

- Lazarus would have .constrained Him to have set out for Bethany

immediately, but the greater glory of God and the greater: benefit in.
store for His people demanded the gracious and instructive delay.
Besides they needed, and we also need, the trial of faith even by fire;
that we may learn knowledge and understand doctrine and discipline.
 'We need the waters too, that we may be cleansed from some of .our.
extravagances of thought and action,
Yes; we need the waters, fire, and the flame to purge away our dross;
therefors the Liord has ordained them for His glory and our good.
Now the rivers to my mind represent the ordinary and constant flow
of the troubles of life. Man, whether renewed or. unrenewed; is
born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward, they are, through. sin,;
his appointed heritage. Do not imagine, my brethren, when. you:
have to drink a very bitter eup of sorrow that no oneelse has a cup 8o

bitter ; this is quite & mistake. ¢ Beloved, think: it not strange con- -
cerning the fiery trial ‘which “is to try you, as thongh.gome strange '

thing had hapvened unto vow.”  Danand. mman it #hat tha #cama

as algo from all our idols. -
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afflictions are accomplished in yoﬁr_ brefhren that are in the :wO'ﬂd,n.. :

ngr shall we long be free of them till we reach the better world,” -

. . The waters perhaps represent very great and wruswal ajflictions, un- '

. expected outbursts of trial, sudden catamity, such as befel the patriarch
Job. It may be.terrible and heart-crushing
unuvatural and treachérous behaviour of a re
the sudden knowledge. of a fatal, persona
springs upon you and says, « Thus saith ¢
order, for thon shalt die and nof live ;7 or it
of devastating business failure. Nome of theg things - are uncommon
any more than the sudden rising of flooding waters are uncommon,
although much more uncommon than the quiet’ and constant flowing
river, - s ‘ ‘

The last-mentioned ordinance of suffering; namely, thz fire and the

lative or friend ; it may be

}?&be an ingtant stroke

Jlame, we may look upon as commonly representing persecution and

martyrdom. The three Hebrew clfildren wero cast into the burning
fiery furnace, and thousands of Christ's martyrs since their day have
been burnt to death by Rome-Pagan and Rome-Papal ; and thousands
upon thousands of the Liord’s people have suffored a mystieal martyr-
dom in all ages of the Church, in the form of milder persecution,
both from without and within; and skl the word is being verified
which tells us that + all that will live godlyin Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution ;”’ and still it is true that . | - ' ,
- ¢ All who feel the lpad of sin, Suffer martyrdom‘wiqhﬁin, L,
Yet come off victorious, Though it seem less glonious.’”
V. Now consider for a fow moments the promise of the Drving

. PRESENCE. - “ When thou pagsest through. the waters, I_will be. with .

thee.” This is the promise of the Old Testatnent, ¢ Lo, T am with )
- you alway, even unto the end of the world,” is the promise of the New
Testament. This promige is very precious, for in the Liord’s presence .
we find strength for labour and suffering ; His presence turns midnight -
into noon, and the very shadow of death info the morning. -
"¢ In His presence I am happy, In His presence all affliotions
. In His presence I'm secure ; T can easily endure,” .
The presence of the Son of God with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego turned their ‘flery furnace into a veritable palace of the King;
they were great gainers by the fire in spiritual experience, nor did they
lose anything of their earthly substance but their bonds. Many of us
can testify also that wé have been gainers by the fire of persecution,
and the greatest gainers when the furnace has heen heated one seven
times more than it was wont to be heated. The Lord grant us:His
holy health-giving presence in all our afflictions, .and we will never
complain either of the chilling floods or ‘the ‘blasting flames. B
.~ VL. We come now last of all to' Diving LIMITATION, for concerning
‘the rivers the Lord ~says, “I will be with thee;” concerning the
waters, ¢ they.shall not overflow thee; concerning the fire, * Thou
shalt not be burned; ™ the flame, ¢ Neither shall the fame kindle
upon thee.” What gracious and: effectual limitations ‘to what are,
when rightly understood, gracious ordinances! We sometimes sing of
these loving purposes and limitations in a verse which is quite an expo-
" sition of the texf :— :

‘¢ When through the deep waters I call thee’ to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; = .
The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”’

bereavement ; it may be some

ative malady which * cause of the Divine p

, Set thy house in
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‘ Thﬁs you see, bre‘thren,tha,ﬁ we have the prb'mi’se that none of life’s

fires shall burn g0 as to injure us; nay, the flame shall not even kindle

injuriously upon us; none of the swelling waters of trouble shall

i ife’ i hall overflow
; of the rivers of life’s surging sorrows s
:ovgrwhgln;n:il;;gl? ethat all these unspeakable blessings are ours be
s of ’ noe, the Divine promise, and iiheHDt;:vme ?zmgta.
; i d, "'n’ctify,_and bless to our souls all the miseries,
twgs Z?nlgha.g%u;eri% is mortal state. Nor shall we who fear the
%xn'dpsink’ in the last"deep and dark river of death, for We are apt to
thoiixk of death as the “ narrow sea " ot bridgel:lslg rlger- whmhdd;\evglzs
ne: : s thig figure, an .
the heavenly land_ from ours. .Bun.ya;; ug:e i ST O
sents onne of his pilgrims as sinking in it8 p wate -8 time, b
: ly shores, *Moreover, that inquiry
at last safely landed on the heavenly e Bt b
“prophet Jeremiah, « What wilt thou do in- g8
gf‘)r%};i 1E?)'l'j?]i)lans'deeply exercised many of our hearts till, contemp}a.tmg
the awful solemnities of that hour, we have cried, N
¢« Oh that in Jordan’s swelling Anctil.j E:sti 1{'{11; Irﬁ;r:i : in ;n% g 17
) ‘helped to sing ; . r
» Howgr;t?f?l %;degfaisgful we ought to be as & Church and p(tapple tzf)
the Liord of lifo and death'for the many gragious manifesta 13115_ of
Himself aceorded to our departing friends. Rejoicing in the pardon of -

~ all their sins, and 8o delivered from' all their gloomy fears, many of

in tri : iend and
Sitor, iz, Olazksons who }l:a,tsns%%%%;jlgt}g% fi;;:.:l‘;}dfyy conaty,
‘fz?:ng{‘: v];;lgoh;));efeagé.%?ﬁr?f %}hxfjoyi(;fg th}ls fally Lier ";nte\resﬁ in Cﬁlﬁ%
she wished the beautiful bymn to be sung, and ga,ng it herself wit th
he?‘.r%éi,f F:ﬁéﬁ?&ﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ?& L KW“ith}f‘?ltliér,-Sgr,r es;,ng..s.girit, e
Thoea?;?,~(;£%ﬁrr;];o;g:7gﬁsbi;:;a;mded, S;egt ?oy gxﬁd?vpea.ce%n}’lerit,

# is. | And every good cbtain.
Yeihﬁuslgagle ls}o‘ci,vvrii1 ebr: g::;sdl : y soon 'sh_a.ll reach the harbou.r
With Jesus on His throne | To which I'speed my way ;

‘ ted, . Shall cease from all my la,lg,our,
M}Ai?iagff:el% g::gi J?nade known. - Andthere for ever'stay.t ne Gn.
‘Qur dear friend’s earthly lif(;) lwas a .long 1011;3 r!tl]no(tih ; f;g;g ;a}.illrelg-int(;
but attended with innumerable mercies.. e T e bamy
the eternal world when she was but; nine years of “age,  the |
i i : at once fell upon her. She wag
duties of housekeeping for her father a gobe was
race i d became & very devoted disciple o
called by grace in her early dq.ys, an ery devoted disciple o
.~ Her married life was one of frial an ggle,
zggu;i? ilipi)e;l-lsshe became the mother of tﬁ la,rgde fa.mlllly, b::dngngg}ll];
wndi it ties in those days, she used to walk
standing her innumerable home du S e o e 1ips
from Kentish Town to Gower Street to hear the gosp 3 s
i . 0. Philpot, M.A., John Kerghaw, an
of such godly men as the late J. O ot s T e o
- other men of like character. The first Liord’s day ' s
' ‘ ity ? d the late Mr. Vinall preac
death ghe went to « City Road” aind hear . all, proacl
“ ; hath appointed it. is
from the text, « Hear ye the rod, and who Ay
kable and seasonable word, and. although,
B e b \hoed at . ‘disii he used to walk all the way /.
after a time, she lived at a great distance, s  the way /.
¢ ly, o hear the word of the |
on the Liord’s day, with her whole family, to ] e, word o 9
I believe she continued for /.
Lord from the same preacher.; There tinnod for
i sod providence of God and by the help /
some years, but finally, in the goo idenco ¢ d and by tho help,” /-
ne of our dear friends now in .hgayen, and another - s shill -
gvfitohngs? a;ltluiough-past his ninetieth 'birthday; our. friend remqyed 1/;0 _
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; Greenwwh ThIS was more th&n 30 years ago. Mrs Cl&tkson Was:

baptised by my predecessor, Mr, James Boorne, and continued to the

‘end 'a faithful, affectionate, ‘and -consistent member of this church.:.,‘;
- 8he 'mentioned. to-me on her dymg bed the great love she.had . always. =

~ felt to the house and wotship of the Lord, saying, "“You have nd one
at Devonshire Road who hag loved -to meeb/ h .the péople of God
more than T;” and I might add that she often ' very .greatly
favoured in he&rmg the word, partlcula.rly )
. she testified that she had mever been absent f

God.. During her -illness, as soon as we returned from chapel she
always asked for the text, the Scripture read as a lesson, and. the

hymns.-. ‘Not. long since we sang the hymn commencing; Tmigortal = © 75

honouts rest on Jesus’ head, My God, my Portion, and my Living

Bread.” - 'With this she was much dehghted and. exclaimed, ¢ What a .

lovely hymn 17 ‘She also recited. with joy several tnnes,

-¢¢ My- hope 1s built on nothing less - ‘But wholly lean on Jesus' Name»
Than Jesus' hlood and righteousness : On Christ the solid Rock,T stand,
I-dare not'trust the sweetdst frame, . All other ground is smkmb sand.”’ b

ﬁa

- The day before ché passed away, she quoted with much feeling the verse: . -
F A guilby, wealk, and helpless worm, Ee Thou my Strength and- R1ghteousness, :

On. Thy kind arms I fall ; My Jegus and my AlL” -

Among many other eomfortmg sa,y{ngs daring her sickness, she would Lo A

‘offen repeat, ‘‘ He has been a‘good\God to me.” -Yes, and our -dear

{ri poke. from  -experience, for! she was left 2 WldorW with SIXV"_ e
children, the eldest under eléven yemrs of ‘age, and ‘with ne" helper but

“@od, and she found Him “ The Fa.tb\er of the fatherless, and the Judge
of ‘the widow.in His holy ha,bﬂm.tloF He brought her: horiourably
through, every difficulty and need, prospered more- or. less all of her

children in this life, but better stlll has called some of them openlyto -
profess-His holy name ;-and I am mo‘lmed to think that each of the -
others are at least seeking His face. ‘Mrs Clarkson had such a visita- .
tion from the Lord at the beginning of her illness that in speaking of .

©dtto II]B she said, « My full soul could hold - no more of everlasting
love.” * And near the close she en]oy gimilar blessing, for she ex-

claimed, ¢« Raise me, raise me;” and the watchers thought she W1shed _
1o be ra.lsed in bed. Then shé sald «Raise me to heaven. I want lift=

r latter days, and -

, he means. of grace
" 'through: neglect. - Her son with .whom she lived, writing me- of his .’

dear mother, says: “From my earliest remembra,uce ‘her affections -

ware et upon the ways of God; the things of God, and the people of

' ing to-hesven, I long to be gone. ‘Lord Jesus, receive miy: spirit.’ 7 =i

‘After thig' she wished every one of thei family good-bye, and’ entered

glory at 4.15 on Thursday morning, Sept. 24th. I saw her for the ..
-last time' the day before her departure, re:d and pra.yed with her and; re- -

ferring to her chequered pathway, quoted the well-known beautiful lmes
‘¢ Deep waters crossed life's pathw&y, . /Oh:tosing. Hallelujah ! U
" The hedge of thorns was sharp ;' - With yon triumphant:band,
Now these lie all behind e, &~ . Who sihg where glory dwelleth
‘Oh for & well-tuned harp? - ‘ In Emanuel’s land.”

:She entered with heart and: soul into all, asked me to give her Iove o
-& friend, bade me an aﬁ'eetlona,te good- bye, and we pamted to méet no [ .
. Imote $ill: ‘the **day dawn and the shadows Hlee ‘away.” She is now =
“Tor everwith the Lord.” The Liord command:His blessing upon:
His: Word, upon her children, and ‘upon a,li the fnends who knew and

-loved her, for Christ's'sake. ~ Amen.

Donations. or' Subsctiptions : towards pi-mting expenses an "'free o

.cm:ulation of these: S¢rmons willbe ‘gratefully received..
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