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Text : , Thursday evening
Psalm 28, verse 1 _ 12th June 1980

Unto thee will I cry, O Lord ny rock: be
net silent to me: lest, if thou he zilent
to we, I become like them that go down
into the pit.

We shall not have 1o go further than thigs verse to declare that David
had a religion that was living. 1t wasn't a religion of the letter; it was
‘é religidn of the Szirit. IHe needed God, he felt the loss of God's presence.
T¢ him, the presence of God virtually meant everything. At the same tine,
fhe.looked vpon God as his RBock: and in so doing, he was looking at God Who
Was his foundation. We are reminged of the parable\bf the Lord.Jesus, where
He spoke about the man who founded his house upon a rock. This wee the place
that he looked unto, when be was in the distresses that the Tselmist speaks

37

of in this Fsalm. unto tﬂa will T cry, O Lord my rock.' 'My rock' directed
him to stability. ¥Now thers are many things which come agsinst us in ilfe and
. o
: _ , e
they seem to be calculated to under-mine our stability. What is written by

PRy

the Psalmigt is an experience common to the church oi God. They are not
unaware of the many occasions when. if possible, their fzith ¢bul& be under-
nined.

Perhaps more particularliy in the 35th Psalm that we read, we see there

[

the attenticn which was given to the soul of the Psalmist. Tor wltnout cauge
have they hid for me their net in a pit, which withovt cause they.have digged

for my soul.' DMNot evervbody wculd know anything about the designs of our

+

arch-enemy, the devil, ir digging a pit for our souls: that is, fog‘our souls'



i,destruction, The whole purpose of Satan is to destroy the seed royal, and
he wiiiwhot gtop at aiything inlan attempt to accomulish such a design. Put
flﬁeiné‘born again of the Spi:it,'the Psalmist had = foundation to his religion,
:‘Thére is and can be no other foundation laid than that which is laid. Jesus
Christ. It was to this Rock, this corner-stone, this tried corner-sione, that
the Psalmist was looking in the time of his distresses. 'Unto thee will I
ery.' _Eerhaps he was like the woman that %ad tried so many physicians withoﬁt
success and then pressed through the crowd} saying: If I could but téﬁch the
hem of’His_garment I shall be whole. But ﬁhatever the situation, one thing
‘_isiciear; he had a single.éfe to &od. 'Un%o thee will I ery.! Evidently we
caﬁvcome to this point, that he had discovered by painful experience!

Mo help in self T find,

And yet have sought it well:

The native trezsure of my mind
Is sin, and death, and hell. 739
Keveftheless it brousht him to a clear. single eye in his religion.

’Unto.tﬁee will I ecry, C Lord ﬁy rock.,' w§ find here the activity of faith.
it is-t:ue that faith must reside alwavs in the new man of grace, thét which
vis diviﬁe, but cifcumstancés are’needed iﬁ order that that faith may be
brought into active operation. Indeed, this‘is the aujlication in the nétural
order of things. There:are many things that we would -never think of doing, 
apart from circumstances coming along to démand that such and sﬁch things
must be done. John Eewton.says{

Could the creatures‘help o} eage 18,

Seldom should we think of prayer:

¥ew, if any, come to Jesus,
Till reduced to self-despair, 396

e

Now the Psalmist speaks as though the:situation here was quite beyond
“him, quite beyond him}: Here he was troubléd by peorle attacking his soul,
.and he‘cried unto God. DBut it would‘appeaf from the words in this verse that:
‘God waévsiient unto him. The purpese of tﬁis was to intensify his‘cry5 it was

to sort out any hypocrisy, so that his crying was revealed as real and having

the foree and power of the Spirit of God in it. Tt wasn't a cry which he



vaceuid”ﬁake aﬁd,thenrae Quickly forget for what he.had cried,'bﬁt‘if wes a EEy
from his very soul because having prayed havzng crled he dldn't hear the kY

' \f«fLord answer, and to hlm thls was death, thls was destruetlon in all its
. : j .
‘terrible'armour.‘ How do ve feel' Do we pray‘p Do we crvf ‘Do we ery from 

eour v ry heartSf Is it not true to. ‘say that c1rcumstances have come wherebgi

-we have to cry from our hearts,kbecause bElng 1n the c1rcumstance of needlng
!

};>God's help, we need God to sneak We sometlmes hear from the llps of seme
'Qi_that God has not s;oken to. them, but they do not necessarmly seem to be unduly.

-fffworvled._ Me¢1 -they should be, because in the tenth chapter of John the

b

Lord epeaks,eoncerning Eis sheep and saysi Hy sheep hear MV vOice. 'David

'doubtless had many thoughts about the people of Coﬂ under: the 1dea of sheep..

}e speaks of it in the 23rd PS“lM“ The Lord ig mv shepherd I shal1 not want.
%‘Belng a shepherd himgelf he verv well knew the 1dlosyncras1es and veriat10ns>‘ 
of temnerament in the sheep. éometlmes the"‘wandered, sometlmes they were

entangled in trouble of one sort or another.' B&t what was eonsollng‘to these :
fﬂsheep, even naturally, was to be aware of the approach of the shephefd; of‘toi:
hear the shepherd speaklng unto thee

Wow in the splrltual aspect of theeé thlnes we. can see. the Psalmlst
crylng unto God and belng greatly olsturbed when he could not hear the voice
T:' of God. Are ve FreatWV dlsturbed when we do not hear the voice of God Should

W8 be gr eatly dleturbed if we were in the shoes of Jeremlah when he sald.f'

and shout but e shutteth outm*r praver?j Would 3ou regerd that as one of

{-

the experlences of the church of God and look at 1t in abstract feeling, or

‘~>;1ack of feellng, should we say. But those thlngs whlch are spoken of in;the

‘Scrlptures are palnful thlngs,.balnful exnerlences. Jeremlah, in hlS “}”{
¢j “Lamentetions, was certainly not g01ng tbrcugh an act he was not. guet o
drametieingvthe,situetion. eee haé not‘spoken, and therefore he‘we troubled.
If wes coﬁtfaiy;to what hed‘béen deelered; it was.contrary to shatﬁhaa;tofbe{
deeiared'yet again, "My sheeglhear My Qeice, ahd:I know them,‘eedefﬁey;foilew

Ne.!'
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- From this background we»mﬁy notice the reason for the;intensity of the

Psalmist's'cryiﬂg at3this timef "Unto thee wiil I ery, O Lord my rock.'

”_:We shall notloe also, in the next place, that ev1dentlv the Psalmlst knew

5

: h1s Lord, and he knew Hlm as his Rock. There are‘many eknerlerces descrlbed,‘
many petltions whlch are set down in the Scrlptures that peritain to the ‘ji_’
.-chrispian 1ife as we proceed. Every part of the chrlstlan life is covered
every day; whether it;s the‘flrst day, when we hear a stlll'small v01ce,
perhaps, or a stirring, to the- 1ast day, when the savnts of the lNost ngh
1ose themselves in Jesus qultelard pass in tc the holy places 1n heaven. Every {
aspect_of ohristian experiencefls to be found in the bcrlpture. Some things
nay be recﬁfring. Fefhaps we migﬁt say that this'which'exeroised the‘Psalmist
af this time was something tha recurred. He had praved before and Cod, maybe,ei
‘nad hidden Himself; for we reﬂd in Isalah tkat the Lord is acgz; that hides
o (TsAum u s ];) '
- Himself, Job tells us also ﬁhat e hideth leself and who then can behold
{ﬁim?ffBut he knew hls_Lord. Do we know our Lord, the One tbat we profess to
.;worship‘tﬁis evening”? Have we reason, in retros pect, to think upon His “
Lfaifhfuloess and sound His praﬁse abroad? |
1 often think, in cormecticn with these kind of expefiences, that it is.jf
good to remember that the Lord; has told His childven that thev shall not seek k-
‘{iﬁ vaio, and they shail not‘wait in vain. 'They shall not be ashamed that
walt for Te T is good for us to ‘bear thls point in mind, as although the f
VLord ‘may ve s1lent it never means to say t hat He will not speek Now we may
i reflect upon the words in thelHebrews: 'For Ve have need of patience, that,
'after'ye have done the will of God; je might receive'the»nromise;’ Now thef
.' w11l of God is certalnly crylng unto the Lord and also belzev1ng that Ee 1s
‘my Rock the Rock of my salvatlon.- But then, having done that whlch God ha
‘commanded, we have need of raélence to wait untll uod answers, to walt until
He dellvers us out of our trouble and dlstress. So we fxnd in these words of

1

the Psalmlst a true experlenoe Wthh speaﬁs of crvlng, and also walting.;‘i

1

“-reminds‘us‘of the words of oud Lord Jesus as Ye counselled His leclplPS“



'Watch and pray, and araln I say unto you: &atch Ve may:watch for the

- ascendancv and progreso of our enemles, and the more we watel that k;nd of

."fthing tbé more dlsconsolate we snall be. 1Wbdt dld the Lord Tesus mean, then“
‘Did He mean anythlng else in savlng Watch? Surely He dld Weteh to see what
God w1ll do' watcﬂ to see how ‘God will delxver, and in the meanwﬁile, whllst 3
'we are‘watching, we are-to sing*praise unto God.‘f »
‘nJéhoshaphat praved a well—known rraver when he had a greut companv aéélﬁs-
himf‘he'said: 'Neither know we what to do but our eyes are up on»thee..; The-
Lbrd spoke to him in it, in the company, of what He would do, how God ﬁouid
appear, how God would deliver' hlm +‘:c'om his enemies on that occasion. But
there was one thing that he must remember, and that was to praise‘the Lord.
When the peopleibegén'to praiée the Lofd, then it was that the Lord sent an
_ambashment thet caused hls eﬂemles to help to destroy one another.. 'bnto thee
will' T cry, 0 Lord my rock.'; A recognition of what God is. ©Shall we flnd-
Athe splrlt of praise and thanksgiving rising up in our hesrts as we. thlnk
.upon this{great truth? burelv it will be gzood for us if we feel that "Fereuts
ny hope;fkere is my salvation, here is the oniy place that I can look'to,‘the
only'Rock‘ﬁpon which T can rést." ’Unto_thee will I ervy, O Lord mv rock:s
be not sileﬁt to me.’ How iﬁportant it was that David should hear.the_véidé :V
'of'Godg How éoncerned are wé in regard %o hearing God's voice? The_voice
of God may sneak to us in varlous wairs, Sometimes we hear the expression,
There is a voice in this. But is it the voice of Godr Sometimes God 1ndeed
‘spéaks in fhe word of Scripfﬁre. . We find many insténces in the Scripture
where God spesks plainly and clearly. BPut we have to remembef.thaf'theﬂcéﬁép
of Seripture is nowvclosed aﬁd fhere_will be no fresh voice'froﬁ Gdd.f336 :
'Qhat God spesaks wiil be in a@reemeﬂt with what is:writtén in the Scriptufesm
It is imﬁbrtant Just to iss;e a warning here, because you can meet peoplefin
the preseﬁt day who,wili tell you that God has séoken'to them,‘and wﬁﬁyiﬁgyf‘
haS'spoken to tﬁem, accordiég to their professi§n, is not in aéréeﬁent}wit

‘the Word of God. But God will not spesk anything fresh. There will never be

&



k“i‘ life, and out of tbe holy clty, and from the things which are written in thls

i b

'any:new éaiQatién;’fhere'can %ever be énything that is t§ be adéed. This i;fw
pfoved by the éblemn warning which isbgiven in the last chapter in the HOlJ
‘Scriytﬁre; It tells us that “If any man shall take away. from the words of
:the book of thl“ prophecy, God shall take awsy his partvout of the book of }M
book, But at the same tlme' 'Tf any man shall add unto these thlnga God
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in thls book. Therefore, if g
anvone'should suggest to vou &hev have had a word from God, and it is outside
of the Scrlptures, you may ﬁnow that.that rerson is an impostor. You may knog}
- that the word which he or she;professes to have received from God is not frbﬁE.

§

Cod at all. !

§

'Be not silent to me.! ﬁhe fear ot the Psalmist wae that if God wes éiiehﬁf

té him, and He continued to bé silent to him, then he would hecome like those
'fhatvgo dQQn into the pit. This lays the emphasié upon the impoffancelof |
.ﬁearing the voice Qf God., Tﬁése that go dowh info the pit, those that are[;f
1§st, thoée that perish in their sin55.wi11 nevef hear the voice of‘God;‘ﬁof'in
any way. fThey will not hear the voice of God in the Scriptureé.' 1f God | |
~ should apeak, and speak 1oudiy, warning the wicked, yét they do not‘heér His
voiée; If He should spezk fo then in trizls, siCknesses, adversities, 1osées;;1
yet_thgy do not hesr it. I say there are voices in these thlngs, but the
wiéked dq not hear these thiﬂgs. This, of coursr, is the meaning of 'them that
bgo downviﬁto the pit.' Vhat dlbtlngu1ﬂhes the 1oqt “rom the saved is the
voice of God. How important it was to David! Is it not important to usc..f”
.thaf'de should speak?

K¥ow what happéﬁs when Géd speaks? In fhe'85th Psalm we read:"Wilf ihbﬁ
'ﬁot revive us agaihx that th§ people may rejoice in thee?' That ié”whatl: |
haﬁpens when God speaks, Sometimes there is a rev1v1n9. G, fo hear £he¥i:
‘foicé of God! A reviving. 4 reviving from what? A revivingvfrOﬁ wbrlaiy;
mindedness,‘a reviving frothardneﬁs of heért, a.reVi#ing from going'a;ﬁé::;

forbidden things, a reviving from going after those things which are short;of



‘Christ. We can,easily descend bﬁt we cannot recover ourselves{;vThe anxiety_

‘communlcatlon I shall sllde, and it will not be long before I have backslidde

'"to such an extent that you w111 not know the dlfference between me and the
.Qhearts of the frue'children éf God. One thing that ig to be fééred aboré éii

us'from those that are alwayé carnal, those that are ungodly and are not

quickened by divine grace. The anxiety of the Psalmist here, I believe, was * '
"But in the 35th Psalm that we reed vou may have noticed that there was more
VJudge me, 0 Lord my God, acoording to. thy righteousness: and let them not
rejoice over me. Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have itd- .

‘1et them not say, We have swallowed him up. Let them be ashamed rmd broumht;

‘ to corfuclon together that r9301ce at mine hurt: let them be clothed with

unto me." We find the Psalmist speasking like this elsewhere. 'Shew me a
wouid undoubtedly be the voice of God heard in his soul, rejoicing hismspiriﬁ

ralready‘Quoted: '%llt thou ﬁot revive us again, that thv “eOple-mayrrejoicé o

'in thee?!

experlence as and when that person is dellvered, when tbe person has the ;

of the Psalmlst was just here Be not silent to me. "Without Thy oontinuél f"

..

world.” 'Now Surely that is‘gn anxiety which ever exists in the exercised

others is’to be so worldly, to be so carnal, that people cannot”distiﬁguish,.

very intense. 'Be not silent to me.' For His own sake, for Uis own sake.

to it than just 'for His own.sake.' Toward the end of that chapter we read:

3
H

~shame and dlshonour tnat magnify themselves agalnqt me.' This was the reasor
why David's ery was so urgent. "Be nct silent to me, lest T bring a

reproach on the caﬁse ofHChrist, on the cause of my Ged. O be not silent
token for grod, that they that hate me may be ashamed.' A tokeﬁ for gcod

reviving him; because revivin, and r930101nv £0 together, as we bave

:
i
§

,In‘our opening hymon (288) ¥e sang about the feelingé, the inmost feelinéﬁ}
of a orlsoner, bound up in hlmself by himself; and there is no JOV in belng
a prisoner. Une would not be wise to oount thls as a part of chrrstian

experlenoe whilst he or she is a prlsoner. It becomeﬂ a part of christlaﬁ



... realize this, that to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually

-

sentence squashed and he goes free. Then his prison experience, negative

in itself, becomes a real evidence, being related to release. Then it is a

v_t;ue christian expérience‘ B;t until you are reléééed you canno%-ieally'
'ff;say, you‘wbuld not be wise to?sayﬁ that your‘piison exyeiience is aﬁ‘evidenﬁez';i
',ﬁnof grace. “Now, taklng that llne of thought into the words of our text - Be _;.
-not silent to me - whllst God was 31lent to hlm, this could not be taken as

an evidence‘of grace in him. The effect that it had on him could perhaps be

taken as an evidence, the longing desire that he had for God to speak. But

he knew this, that when God spoke - then he would have a w"tnesu,'he would

o]

have a_testimony, he.would havq z token that ke was numbered amongét the
people of God.‘ Then his spiri¢ would rejoice and his enémies would have tb
be quiet.  There are enemies o? the soul which are carnal; or rather, carnality
is aﬁ enemy which iéinOt alwavg outside of us. We should not really be righf'
to blame a carnal person for tbe carnality of our own mlnasq not when ) |
'Qinded.isflife‘and peace, Thié iz what David felt, surely. ”If‘only,God
’_wéﬁldjéneakl" .

'bﬁﬂt tken, ‘Be not silent %o me' may be brousht inte a fight context when*a“
we"do‘not necessarily expect cquortablevwords. ‘In the prophecy pfiﬁéﬁakkuk.ﬁé ﬁ
find fhat when he stood uponvtée tower énd watchéé‘he did not expect God to."
speak to him in a comfortable way. 'T will s*tané upon my watch,'andléet.me' ‘
' upon the tover, and will watch to see what he will say unto ‘me, and what T

shéll»anéwer when 1 am reproveé." 'Let the righteous smite me,' it savs”
‘elsewhere, 'and it shall be an excellent oil.' Even that would give an
beviﬁence that God had not leftihim, "Even if He showed ne wy 51nsﬁ evenllf
>‘He gspoke woris so sevefe that ﬁy very soul was rent, so0 to speak, in two by;
1  reason‘of the qeveritv;” Yet %he love of God’could be SGenvin thoéé ﬁ6rdé;,f
Weii Habakkuk expected to be reproved Would Tavid expect to be'reprbved?~* ’
Well the Lord was hiding His 1ace;‘ Whet is cur conclusion if the Iord hide»
HisAfaceg if He'doesh't sﬁeak?z Is it not the concluszon that we must be

ilty of something? Perhaps we are unavare df some secret sin causin- Géd's
; 1ng \ . vE 9 ,

(RN



face to be hidden. You see, it becomes a serious matter when we look at it

"unforgiven can multiply and c%n overwhelm us. Where will it end? So it isﬁiﬁ

- gooa to be bleqsed w1tb a tender conscience.

vin‘this lights that one sin cgn multiply. One sin unconfessed and one sin

Now Haoakkuk ev1dently wae looking for reyroof. Perhaps he*ﬁas iookiﬁé'

i
{

for reyroof because he had been iacxlng in his watching, 160kiﬁg fof'reprdof
beczuse he had been lacking l% his. praying. 'Unto thee will I cYY, O Lord my
rock: bé nbf silent‘to me.' Ne can be very lax in our praylng_sometlmes,:and,,
even more lax in our watchln”: Then %hé time comes when a hunger and a thiréff
gnd a longing is created.. 'when shall I come znd appear before God?! 'As thef ”*
harﬁ panteth after the water brooks, sc panteth my soul after‘thee, 0 God.,!
Habakkuk was expecting a reprqof,'and the Lord ansﬁered him., So the Lord dia L
gpeak. He said: 'Write the vision, and ‘make it plain upon‘tableé; that hé

may run that readeth it. TFor the viesion is yet for an appointed time, but -

at the end it uhall speak, and not lie: thoush it tarry, wait for it; becanse

it will eurelv‘come, it will pot +3rry Zehold his scul which is lifted up

is not upvlpkt in him: but tnc gust sball live by th faith,' Now it may

seem that the Lord answered the‘prophet very differently from what he expeéﬁed.::

It may scem that the words were comfortable. If may seem that he was en-

couraged to wait on. But we must not overlook the reproof which, so to

¥
¥

speak, is hidden in the'midst:of kind words. 'Behold, his soul which is

lifte d up is not unrlght in him. Who can tell whether your sodl'is 1iftéd,

up? Only God can tell you whether vour‘sdul is lifted up: no-one else can )

'féll you;‘ So do we discover %he reason for the Psalmlst's feeling, the

K

Psalmist's confusion, the Psalmist'u'anx1etg when he aa:do 'Pe not 31lent

to me; lest if thou e ﬁllept to me, I become sze them that 20 down 1nto

the pit'? How God tells the prophet heye: 'Behold, hid, soul whlch 1s 11fted&
up is not uvpright in him.' Llftea P, de“enda t upon oneself. ’ou seé how '
asily we may express our stronw feellngr toward salvatlon by grace, and vet

in our natural mind lean towards selvation by works. If there shonld be anvig,



o you have been amongst Jeremlah's people who cry and shout yvet their vomce ‘and

’fiexpentatnon w1ll not be cut off* and therefore, being revived, we shall

; ~10-
!
i

encouragement to that aspect of thlngs our soul - w111 goon' be lifted up.» Buf'

ss

; ﬂthen the counsel of the Lord 1s glven. 'But the Just shall 11ve by hls fa1th~
1th in Jesus can repel all the flerv darts of’ hell,‘

how undoubtedly in thle verse of the Scrlcture David wes upder the flery
”\darts of hell. B Jerhaps vou can feel to be in the experlence of the Psalmlst,

\

Cif ycu have uttered: Be not s1lent to me. If you have been concerned, 1f

.;thelr pvaver does not enter ln, then you will perhaps know the flerv darts !}
iof hell whlch have come 1ntolvour soul, the suggestlons that heve come froﬁ
Satan, the keen watchfulness of his eye, waiting fnr you to fall O, the :
:salmlst_says in the 4th‘rsalmﬁ 'There‘be many that sav: Who will sheﬁlus
‘any pood?'  There was only one ansver to that: 'Lord 1ift whouw up the 11ght
cf'tﬁy‘countenapce upon us.! ? ¥ow that will be the enswer, and if the Lord ‘
11fts up the light of Hls countenacce vpon you,- it will be as though God had}
.spoken. It w111 have an effect upon our snlrlts, it wlll revive us, for the‘
rejoice in God. '
‘Now there is this ﬁhras; at the end of this verse: 'Lest I'becomeilikeff‘
them that go down into the pit.' we read in theiHebrews of those who‘tcrocgh_
fear of death were‘all their%lifetime subject to bondage. Now fhat.bondsge;f
‘the-fear of deeth, is now ingfhose thet go down into the pit. They not- only:
rass out of this world after death naturally, but there ig the. audgment. andl
Jafter the Judgment there ig eternal death. If you are born‘of the Snlrlt;;
‘what'can be more terrlble thsn the prospect of eternal deathé ”ﬁfe nal death
:”maysce‘said to centre iﬁ these Very-words;’Be not silent fc'me. In hell th
will be no voice from God. The wicked, so to speak, will be 1eft to themselv
%o condemn themselves, to kncw nothing else but the lashlngs of consclence
'.'and the fire of the tongue, but no God. I say, no God So the Psalmist no
only looked at the present, we may say he not cnly looked at the future, ‘nut,l
ihe looked at the future beyond the grave. Fe consxdered’the dreadfulness»of_

i



-

v*f the w1cxed that go down 1nto the plt and throughout eterhlty w111 know

:Enothlng else but everlastlng'burnlngs where their flre is nct quenched and

‘.

-their worm is: contlnuously gnaw1ne. ':: : 1*‘ ';e-’- ' f{
_ y v _
Now 1n ‘our religion: is it a llght thlng for God to be 311ent to us9-

= ) g e ke o
'aDoes lt seem to be an lndicatlon of what hell is, or at least, one aspect of

‘e3it?_EHow solemn 1t is for a person to. drlft on. 1n relig&on and never hear,

e::the v01ce of God, never feel lost, ‘never feel ooncerned atout the solemnity

¢
\

-eof God not speaklng, untll thev come to thelr laet moment ,Yea,?they paSS~

‘{eut of t me to etand before their Judge, and for: the flrst tlme, and the las
- tlme, they hear the. voice of Cod Depart from Ne, ve cureed Depart from w;{
Me, ve cursed. buch a solemn con31deratlon, surely, was one of the thlngs

, that~may'well‘have moved theaPsalmist’to say:'Be,not silent to me. "Speakv»

’to me in this time of grace, in this hour of mercv. Q speak'fd me. Be not,p

e331lent to me.

But then, the temntatzohs that may ‘ome upon our souls are very varleus
»Sometlmes we may well be temnted .as the Lord imself was: If Thou be the

_Son of God To the’ people of God it may be a temptatlon like thzﬂ- "If

!

 thow be a son or a daughter bf God; if you are born of the uplrlt."=_Ahd¥fhe
temptation is to presumption; How we need God«to speak to us when we are

ftempted to a presumptuous act, when it comes to our mlnd‘ "God will take

‘fcare of Jou." Now vou see, 1n our unregenerate davs, God doesltake care

“of us. It gust comes to mlnd of a godly man who told hls famlly he had had'

Aflia promlse from God that thev would all be called by grece. He wesn't a wie

9 : : v
‘jwas a solemn result of thls wlth one of hls chxldren who was engaged in a

i?fleld of bu51ness which took him around the country.’ He went from place to

3 91ace, and obv1ously he _was suo;ected to many temptatlons, Now and again

.“the temwtatlons even affected his natural mlnd but Satan wouldjwh1 perf1n

o & gfhis ear: "It's all rlght. vour fatber s had a promlse about
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ail right." Weil, as thingsiturned out, he was all rlght. But‘the’timecééméi
 :lwhen the Lord brought oefore nls view all the sins of hls vouth, all tbe s1ns
: of his 11fe, and then he read this precious Scrlnture,ﬂ”be Lord walteth that
“He may be gracious unto you.; What humility was brought 1nto that man's mind,.
into his soul. He had not been worrlbd about God ‘speaking; he Just consoled
himself that as his father had had = promise about him, he would be savedfif
Now if that is true conéerning any of you, you cahnot'be saved bylj‘"k
'believing in a promiée given to vour father or tq your mofher. You need Géd‘r
to)s?eak to you. o o
You know, the Pealmlsu was anxions to hear the v01cé of God: the Pgalmist
was anxious to know that God had not left him; he was anxious to have tbe
knoﬁledge‘that he was a ehild of God, that he was a son of God most High.
leHow God will answer these 1r§ert petitibns in times of temptafiop we cannot  ,,7'5
1necessarily, or adourately say. But God dées ans'{werm Sometimes He éhswérs?,
bv g1v1nﬁ you that mark of every child of God, the mark which onl&'Goq caﬁ‘kf 
ut upon you' hﬂs ohaetenlnw hand "His chasténing thefefore ﬁrizg, the |
privilege_of a saint.' Now God's chastening must ever be regardéd as
1oving chasfening,‘loving chésteﬁing; and you will feel it to be so, too.‘?
The chastening hand was upon the Tsalmist here.b"Be not silent to me.!
- You see, sometlmes when P€0yle think about chaqtenlng, they 1ook unon pe0ple;
tnev see them afflicted, thev see them perhars affllcted over many vear
‘they see them have losses i% their families, they see them have reverses iﬁf
business. And how many wilf join in the clamour that Godnis cﬁééteningxhiﬁf
But~Gédfmay not be chasteniﬁg him, except it be to bring that person ihtb{é ;
correct balance of things. éﬁut what does the man feel in,hig OQnﬁédﬁi? i
'Be’rot silent to ne.' That is the chastening. That meané ﬁuch ﬁofe télfﬁe
man or woman or chlld under the chastening hand of God thar all the pain of
ffllctldn, all the adverswtv. all the loqsas end all the trlals 1nto whlch
they may come.1:'3e not 81lent to'me.

:

If the Lord speaks, then we shall hsve consolation in ourldarkest‘paths;
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,in our’ﬁeaﬁiesf-triéls.‘”‘l am with‘tﬁee, Isfael, passing.throuéh fhe'fire.'
‘tIWlll be suff1c1ent.» This is what the Fsalmlet was seeking after. iTﬁié‘
1s;what the Chlld of God seeks cAf-l:er. "Be not silent to me. Speak td me
flnﬁthls present trlal. °how ne there ig a nurpose ana a need for it. Show‘
1me why Jt has come upon me." God gives His own commentarles, you know. It
can Be verv painful to us gometlmes wnen people glve thelr commentavles as
to“why thls has hapyened and why that has haﬂpened, for they do not know the i
' naln of the soul because of God not sPeaking; Sometlmes when God doesn‘t
lﬁspeak tben other neople seem to speak the 1ouder. But 1f God speaks, then |
wfother peoyle can speak as 1oud as they like, for God's voice 1s a powerful
fv01ce and w111 drown the multitude of v01ces that may try to caqt vou ﬁown..

| Can we therefore see the reason 10r the‘Psalmist's 1nten91t here
”f;i'Unto thee wlll I cry, O Lord my rock be not 51lent to me s 1est, 1f thou
u*ube 31lent to e, I become like them that go down 1nto the th. . 'Speak Lord,
‘¥kf°r thy se“vant heareth.- Nay we hear His vonce, and have that questlon

a

_fiput out of question, that we are numbered amongst thefsheep of Christ.

Amen,
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