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xlix, last clause of verse 10—" Unto Him shall the
gathering of the people be."

Here we have a prediction concerning Jesus Christ. These
words form part of Jacob's prophecy just before he left this
world, and it is said of this good man, that he was gathered
unto his people. In the last verse we read, " And when Jacob
had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his
feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered
unto his people."
There are two peoples here this evening; and if God should
require your soul, or my soul, to-night, we should most certainly
be gathered to our people. There is nothing I feel more
certain of than this. Then the question is—what people are my
people ? what people are your people ?
It is very certain, that if you live and die without any love
whatever to the people of God, and to the things of God, you
will be lost ; you will be gathered to your people as much as
Esau was gathered to his people, or as much as Jacob was
gathered to his people.
We read—Abraham was gathered to his people, and Ishmael
was gathered to his people, and this is so in all ages.
Shortly we shall have to put off this tabernacle. How death
has been flying around us during the past week. One poor
fisherman (John Cummins) was drowned in the sea—what a
launch into eternity was this ! _How sudden !
Another (Thoinas Chapman) fell from a window and was
ushered into eternity in a moment.
Two men in the Old Town also have exchanged worlds in a
most sudden manner. One gentleman (Mr. Dawes) whom some
of us saw walking about in the day time, was in eternity at
night. Mr. Hart, the Sexton, it appears was cleaning the church,
but feeling uneasy, went home : he sat down in his chair and, as
I am informed, a medical man then. passing was called in, and
when he saw the friends of this poor man preparing to move
him, said " do not touch him, it is no use—let him be, he will be
gone in a minute or two," and so it was.

4

5

'As the tree falls, so it must lie. I am not the judge of these
persons, as to where they are, but this we may safely say ; if
grace were not in their hearts while here they are not in glory
now, and it is very certain if grace were in any of their hearts—
where grace was, there is glory now; there is no cutting off
eternally, a gracious soul.
How the Lord has been calling home His people lately. We
might mention several gracious ministers that have been safely
landed of late, and are now out of the reach of temptation and
persecution from every quarter. " They rest from their labours
and their works do follow them." Gracious hearers too, are
being called home. It is only a week or two since that Mrs. Grace
died at Brighton, Jan. 1st. Now I consider Mrs. Grace, and our
departed friend Mrs. Veness would have got on well together
in soul matters. There was of course, some difference in their
outward condition, but they would have gone along nicely
together, because Mrs. Grace travelled much by night, and our
departed sister did the same. Mrs. Grace felt very much
impoverished in spirit, and our departed friend was in the same
case.
Not many days ago, Jan. 8th, our dear friend Mr. Pert was calid
home ; he has been a valiant man for the truth of God, perhaps too
valiant and too plain to make him very popular, though he stood
high in our churches. At Flimwell, he went through great
tribulation. You know the question was asked, concerning
departed saints.—" Who are these, and whence came_ they ?
" Sir, thou knowest," was the answer. Then one of the elders
said—" These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb." Mr. Pert was in deep water outwardly at times,
and had it not been for kind friends at a distance sending him
temporal help, I think he could not have borne up. But I have
no doubt - there were friends kind to him in London, Brighton,
Hastings, Dicker, and other places, so that the Lord supplied
the good man's necessities, and preserved and upheld him.
There are a goodly number about the country that have a large
place in their hearts for this departed saint. He was indeed a
faithful preacher of the word, and of righteousness ; yes—of
righteousness ; he did not exalt the creature, but in his ministry
laid the axe to the root of the tree, and this gave offence, as it
always has done. But he is gathered home ; he has ceased to
labour; his soul is at rest.
What a good thing it is when we have not a doubt concerning
the safety of those we speak of. Sometimes when I look at
myself, and speak of myself, I wonder how it will be with me •,
whether I shall get safe to heaven ; whether I shall " stand
every storm and live at last." But I hope to be fonnd clothed

in the righteousness of Christ, and washed in His blood. And
there are some that God has commended to me, that I feel quite
sure are saved. When we are called upon to bury persons, it is
a good thing when we have a well grounded hope of them, and,
feel a persuasion in our minds that they are gone to rest. I can
assure yon there is far more pleasure in speaking to people we
hope well of, than to those we have no hope about. Suppose all
my hearers to-night were dead in sin, it, would be trying to
speak, to such a congregation, though there are warnings for
such in the Word of God; still it is trying to speak to them
alone. How different it is, when we feel a persuasion that there
are children of God in all stages of experience ; some babes that
enjoy the milk of the word, and some that feed upon meat, and
are devotedly attached to the doctrines of grace. In some cases
it may be that attachment to the doctrines of grace comes very
gradually, for there are some things in the gospel many of us
for a time cannot receive. But then, as we are brought down
by the Lord's dealings with us, as he carries on his work, we
get into the places where we receive what we could not at one
time.
" Unto him shall the gathering of the people be." Now
concerning our dear friend and sister that is gone home to glory
—for I feel sure that is her happy state—we must just say a
few words, and then we will endeavour to go on with the text.
As I could not very well depend upon my memory, I have
just put down a very few of her sayings. It appears that the
Friday before her death—which took place on Sunday, January
4th—she said to a son, "it is twenty years ago since I first
became concerned about my state." That day she begged very
earnestly that the Lord would shorten his work, and call her
home, so that she might soon get out of the body of sin and
death. And there was a verse which came very sweetly into
her soul. Wha- a mercy it is when the Holy Spirit applies the
promise, and speaks the word home to the heart. The verse
was this :—
" When through the deep waters I call thee to gc—
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow—
For I will be wit'a thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."

And this sweet promise was fulfilled. She was one that felt
to have no religion to spare, but was for the most part dark, and
lame, and sad in soul.
Our dear friend had many' times looked forward to her dying
day with dread ; but she found—when death actually came—
the sting was gone.. 0, what a mercy. On Friday she enjoyed
the word that was read to her very much ; and it appears in the
middle of Thursday night there was a scripture brought sweetly
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to her mind. " Prove me now herewith, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing." And on
Saturday night she wanted to sing, and wanted others to sing
with her, that hymn we have just been singing (466), Gadsby's
selection. She repeated

Lord Jesus, and then the gathering of the people to Him.
The Lord Jesus has power to gather. • He says " and I, if I be
lifted up, w ill draw all men unto Me." He is lifted up, so now
He draws all men- unto Him. He draws a people out of every
nation and tongue unto Himself. It does not matter how far
off by wicked works His people are, when the set time comes
they are arrested, brought up and made to tremble at God's
Word ; they are brought by sovereign grace to feel their need of
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lord Jesus is a perfect and complete Saviour ; how little
we realize this. Why do you not sometimes walk about feeling
just as if you were not saved at all ? It does not look to you
sometimes as if you were saved from your sins, from your guilt,
or from your hardness, darkness and bondage of mind. Why
you feel to possess all these things, and then you go about
mourning here below • you really feel to lack a Saviour ; you do
not seem to know Him, or to love Him ; then what a poor
wretched sinner do you feel yourself to be.
All that you possess upon earth, does not bring you into real
enjoyment without some sting; you seek joy perhaps in this,
that, or the other, and think you will cast off your care ; so you
invite persons to your house and try to be cheerful and to have
pleasure • but how short—ah ! how very short are these things.
Then when you go to bed, how unhappy you feel ; how miserable and guilty before God, and in the morning how restless you
feel after you have mixed up with those you should not have
gone with ; and when people try to make you think you have
done-no harm, and to persuade you that wrong is right; you
are not satisfied. The Holy Spirit will see to it. He will
make you to know what is right, more or less, and what is wrong
too. What a blessing it is for those that have the Holy Spirit
for their teacher. 0, I am glad if you go about in this world,
feeling that you have need of a Saviour—finding in yourself
that you need one to save you from sin's guilt, power and
pollution, and to deliver you from the consequences of sin.
Blessed be the Lord ; He has taken away the damning power
of sin over His people, so that sin which destroys so many
millions of men, can never destroy those that are brought to
build on the finished work of Christ ; those brought to build
here are sometimes abounding in joy, peace and love. Now
those who feel the most of those things should be the most
compassionate toward those who feel the most of their destitution
and poverty.
Now, viewed experimentally, we may speak of the text in
this way. They shall be gathered to pray for pardon. Do you
feel that you are a sinner ? do I feel that I am a sinner ? One,
perhaps, will say, " is that necessary, is it not enough that we

Where shall the dying members rest,
But with their dying Head."

On Sunday, she enjoyed. the 17th chapter of John. It
proved to be a very sweet chapter to her, and she had it read.
About half-past seven in the evening (as she died at eight), she
wanted the word read to her : the 14th chapter of John was
read, the daughter reading, said, " He is gone to prepare a place
for you, dear Mother," and she said " Yes." Now what a mercy
to be able to speak thus, because this was not the language of
one blinded to her state, but of one who had known more or less
of her guilty condition for a number of years. I know it is easy
enough for those to say yes, that are blind to their condition ;
but she could say "yes," adding, "and for all them that believe
in His name." Her daughter said, " It will be great gain for
you to die, Mother." " I hope it will," she said, " sit down,"
and she was gone. There was peace at the end. " Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man
is peace." Now in such a case we could bury in sure and certain
hope of a glorious resurrection.
" Unto Him,"—the person that is here spoken of is the Lord
Jesus Christ—" shall the gathering of the people be." This
seems to refer to the Gentiles : but then, further than this, it
refers especially to God's dear people, to those that were chosen
in Christ before the foundation of the world, those that are
blest with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus. Nothing can prevent these people being gathered—
nothing within, nothing without : neither the world, nor the
devil, friends nor foes, can prevent it.
" Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." If yon
want to find out who the people are, read at your leisure the
17th chapter of John, the 10th chapter of John, or some other
part of the Word of God, for we find all through the scriptures
there is a line drawn • there are those that fear the Lord, and
those that do not. These people, if we view them doctrinally
are the sheep of Christ. If we view them experimentally, they
are those that sigh and cry for the abominations that are done
in the land, and if we view them practically, they are those that
follow after righteousness. Then, if we view their eternal
condition, they are those around the Throne of God who sing
praises to God and the Lamb.—But we mist just speak a little
of the glorious person, unto whom the people are gathered, the
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believe in Christ ?" I can truly say this much—you do not
truly value Christ, if you do not find you are a sinner; and if
you believe not, you are a sinner. You are, nevertheless, a guilty
sinner in the eyes of the law, of justice, and of God. " Are
not thy sins great, and thine iniquities infinite ?" Great sins
require a great Saviour : vast sins require precious blood, that
has infinit virtue in it.
0, to be saved to sin no more—to be saved for ever—to be
favored—to hear the Lord saying, "Deliver him from going
down to the pit, I have found a ransom." That is in His dear
Son. They are gathered for pardon ; and sometimes the soul
of one among them feels like this—" Lord, I need pardon as
much as any sinner upon the face of the earth, nay, I think I
need it more than others can do." So sometimes those that see
their need of pardon and grace, feel as destitute of any thing
good as they can possibly be. Now if you were to ask me, " is
my great destitution a mark that God does not love me ? is it a
sign that Christ has not died for me ?" I should say No, this felt
emptiness of all good, and this anxiety concrnin,,
c, your state,
instead of being marks against you are evidences that the Holy
Ghost is in you, that you have received His quickening breath,
that He has put you into the way of life, and is leading you in
the foOtsteps of the flock.
Then souls are gathered to Him in prayer : by prayer I mean
something more than a form of words. Very likely you may
object to our wanting more than that. If you are content with
a form, you must of necessity disagree with us if 'we contend
for something more. But if you are satisfied with a form of
prayer, you lack the Lord's teaching. There are some that
" want to pray, as prompted from within," and if you do not
want to pray thus, you never pray at all, your prayers are not
spiritual , and are not acceptable to God through Christ, unless
the Holy Spirit is their author. I am speaking upon soul
matters now. I believe that people void of spiritual life, may
ask for and receive temporal things : but with regard to
spiritual things, the Holy Ghost is the author of real prayer,
and He gathers poor people to Jesus Christ in prayer.
Now let me ask you a question,let me ask myself a question—
when was the last time that we really begged for mercy ? when
when was the last time that we really sighed, groaned, and
longed after Jesus Christ ? was it long ago ? I am certain of
this, if we are blest of God indeed from time to time, we feel
that we want renewing ; we feel we want Him to keep us alive.
If we have grace, we want Him to add more grace : and 0, what
a deal there is in Jesus Christ for a poor sinner to pray for. Do
you think there is a gracious person on the face of the earth
that has ever seen the fulness of Jesus Christ ? or beheld His
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glory to the height and depth of it ? there is not one. There
are some that have had enough of Jesus Christ in their hearts
and affections to make them long to go and be with Him : and
I believe there are some in this chapel that have known enough
of the love and mercy of Christ to make them love Him : and
0, the desires they have to be found in Him, to serve Him, and
to see Him as He is. Here you may expect some clouds to come
betwixt the Lord and you. I know this is one sorrowful part
of your lot that you groan under. But suppose you have clouds
temptations, and dark seasons, what of that ? Compared with
eternity, the longest season of darkness is but short, very short.
"For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great
mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from
thee for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will I have
mercy on thee, saith the Lord, thy Redeemer."
" Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." They are
gathered to Him in confession. Confession of what the Holy
Spirit brings them to feel concerning God, and concerning themselves. It is in this way, a soul acknowledges God to be
righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works. He confesses him to be just, and owns that he himself has a worthless
heart.' He acknowledges that he is a poor worm of the earth.
One perhaps will say, " I object to that, I do not think man is
such a creature as that." Well, I know I am this myself ; I am
at a point about it, though mind you, I am not here to-night to
glory in this, that I am a. vile worm. I am here to-night to
glory by God's help in what Jesus Christ is to me, and in what
I hope I am in Him ; " there is no salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved. Then the Holy Spirit gathers these people
in faith and in love. " Faith worketh by love," so that when
one is gathered in faith, he believes that Jesus Christ is all that
he says he is. He believes he is everything that the word.
represents Him as being. If the word sets forth the Lord Jesus
Christ as being " able to save to the uttermost ; " faith believes
it. If the word says " Jesus Christ has made an end of sin ; "
faith believes it. If the word says Jesus Christ is a person in
the glorious Trinity, faith believes it. If the word says, it is by
virture of Christ's blood, we are cleansed from all sin ; faith
believes it. If the word says that Christ is the way to God, all
other ways lead from Him ; faith believes it. Spiritual faith
also believes what the word says, concerning the total ruin and
depravity of man. Now have we faith in Christ ? Do we know
for ourselves that Christ is the only way ? Are we satisfied of
that ? Do we inwardly believe it ? Or are our ears offended
when we hear that Christ alone is the Saviour of sinners ?
" Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." Christ is
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the food of faith and he that gives faith must attend to it, must
feed it, must revive it, or else it will seem ready to die. We
want the elder to serve the younger ; how trying when the elder
appears the stronger. The blessed Spirit of God is needed to
call faith into exercise, to feed on the person, the glorious person of
Christ, and His precious blood, and to rejoice in His righteousness
and in His power to save. When the soul is brought thus to the
Lord Jesus, he believes in Him, and enters into rest. 0, the rest
there is in Him, rest from guilt, rest from fear and from hardness of heart, rest from captivity to sin, lukewarmness of mind,
and carnality of soul. 0, there is sweet and blessed rest when
these blessings from God are bestowed.
" Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." What
shall we say concerning backsliders ? The Lord says, "turn ye
backsliding children," and He gives reasons why such should,
" for I am married unto you." Therefore, if there is a backslider here to-night that has been feeling very uneasy, fearful
and ready to conclude that God's former dealings with his soul
could not have been his gracious dealings, and that he will prove
to be a reprobate after all, and that he has no oil in his vessel
with his lamp ; I would say, " turn ye backsliding children,"
the Lord is a gracious God, He is willing to receive every real
mourning and repenting backslider. I have not the least fear in
saying He is willing to receive every real seeker, every real
beggar, and instead of looking about in ourselves for this, that,
or the other ; if we could be more and could oftener take a low
place and acknowledge in ourselves we are nothing, it would be
better. It is well when we can, as Hart says, " venture to be
nought."
" Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." Perhaps
one will say—" But there is the swelling of Jordan to come : if
thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee,
then how wilt thou contend with horses : and if in the land of
peace wherein thou trustedst they wearied thee, then how wilt
thou do in the swelling of Jordan ?" I know that you, in yourself, will be able to do nothing then. A person said, a:few days
ago, concerning one 9f those that died so suddenly, "that man
had no time to repent." Why he had had a lifetime—yes ! and
yet one said, " that man had no time to repent." Just as if he
would have repented if he had had a little longer time ; but 0,
I am certain that repentance is a gift. Jesus Christ is " exalted
as a Prince and. a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and
the forgiveness of sins."
Then " unto Him," the Lord Jesus, " the gathering of the
people shall be." And mark, when they are gathered to Him
He does not disown them, reject them, or say "depart from Me,"
because those that are gathered, are those that had been known
of Him. " If any man love God, he will keep Christ's words "-

and the Lord says, " My Father will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with him."
Then there is our last enemy, our last conflict. One has lately
said that those who die in sin have no last enemy. " Sin kills
beyond the tomb," as Hart says in speaking of death :—
" But ah ! destruction ends not there,
Sin kills beyond the tomb."

It is said, "the Lord turns men to destruction, and says, return
ye children of men." This is true in experience. We may feel
under condemnation, and as if there were nothing but destruction, till the Lord says, " Return, ye children of men." Then
we may feel again and again, like a shadow when it declinetlf,
but the Lord says, " Return." .
Then our bodies are to see corruption, but the Lord knows where
His people lie, and they will all come forth at the Archangel's
trump and will be raised to glory, without sin, and without
mortality. Then " there shall be no more curse, no more death,
neither shall there be any more crying, for the former things
are passed away."
" Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be." Then at
the last day there will be a gathering indeed, and if at one time
there are so many people on the earth, what a concourse there
will be when the assembled world of all ages appears before the
Great White Throne. Presently, the Lord will descend in the
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory, then
" Whither will the ungodly flee,
Or those that carelessly presume."—Hart.
My heart seems to say this to-night—
" Jesus, Thy rich consolations
To Thy mourning people send ;
May we all, with faith and patience,
Wait for our approaching end."—Hart.

There is another friend just come to my mind—Mr. George
Russell has just changed worlds. Those who knew him best
hope he is now gone home to heaven. He went through great
tribulation; he had much fear and darkness in his mind; sometimes there seemed to be a horror of great darkness on him ; but
those who knew,him well thought well of him.
" Where should the dying members rest
But with their dying head."— Watts.

Now we shall leave the text, and what we have said for your
further consideration. Of course there are volumes in this text ;
there are depths in it, that if a minister kept on preaching from it all his life, he would never fathom. What a deal there is in
the word of God ; what precious matter. I .am sure you would
not want me here many days if I spoke from any other book, and
you would soon be sick of hearing of any person but Jesus
Christ. But you will never be tired of the Gospel, the word of
God, and Jesus Christ.

