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i Hor: I am not ashamed’ of ‘the G-ospel of Christ ; foi' it is the power of God

* unto; galvation to. every one that beheveth to the Jew ﬁrst ‘and also to the .
’ ‘-Greek —Romq,ns1 18.. i

L SUPPOSH:s that 1t is now. fully smty years fince: the gospel banne1 =
was- firsh unfurled: in. this' building, since’ the’glorious gospel:of the "

blessed ‘God was first; proclaimed here by that dear man’of God, Henry -
Fowler, who ministéred-here for a geries: of years, not only: swith’ acdept-
ance,:bub .to-the profit of many precious and immortal sonls.: Many
that:were' gathered under: his - minigtry: are ‘now singing before"the -

* throne:; - fnahy  that: were ’brought under his . testimony to know the
- Liord are notw for ever with Hiin ; and' from. that.time many godly men
. have; preached here ‘the ‘same: blessed gospel;: the same precious:truth,
- thessame word of grace, the same Liord: Jesus: Christ, who ‘is the Way, :
‘the : Truth; ‘and: the: L1fe ‘and Glod: has honoured the work and has
ferowned- thelr testimony Wlth Hig blessing. - Many have heard : the
- Wordiof .God,-and received it in'the,love: of it, in. whose hearts it has
seffectually W01ked and.: brought: forth blessed frult and. still:the place

stands,and- 8till - the’ gospel of Jesus: Christ: stands: in: it still - that
blessed; banner. is ‘unfurled,. and : the: glorious truth, the- eterna,l tritth of

| ~ the.iBternal Word of - ‘the Eternal :God," is : proelalmed ig- heard, is
*reeelved and i§loved by many of those who' gather in this place. .

+To= day. we’ have réason. to rejoice -that: God. hag maintained iy

_'.cause, end hag preserved a peoplé here in the love of His truth ;-and I
hope that to-day the same. gospel is preached which was preached here
‘at-the first, the same gospel which ' Ged-has from time' to"time owned
«anid; honoured in the hearts and the experience of  siriners, to' the glory
. -oft Hisibwn Narhe ; ‘and I hope:to- day :that something may be donein . - .
.the hame :of jthe - Holy Child: Jesus in: the hearts of poor sinners, I ~ -
“hope that some of His seeking ones may be finding ones to- day, thath S
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somg; of; His mourning , ones, may: be g,I‘(x)‘nc’tfort;led- 3

or d_ea,d sinnets, may hear the voice of the Son of Gvod, and live, - We
know that where His word is there: ispéwer ; for He is a glorious King.
He is King over all ; He is-a King among His saints ; He is a King in

_ His Church ; and, blessed be His dear Name, He speaks, and it is done ;'

He commands, and it stands fagt, .. o . -

- The ' subject of* the 'text- is ' The gospel of Christ.” That ‘is the
gospel T desire to preach, the gospel I desire to proclaim. T desire to
know no other. And if -you are lovers ‘of ‘ the ‘gospel of Christ, if you
-are lovers of the gospel of the grace of God, that is the-gospel you
- want to hear, whoever may stand up to preach. People talk about a
sameness. ~ Well, there are. some things that will do over and. over
again ; they are thlpgs thab:imptove. by acquaintance, or, rather, ‘our
experience of them improves by an acquaintance with them. - O ! there
is nothing like the things of God. to'a poor sensible sinner ; nothing
like the gospel of His grace to a poor condemned and ruined sinner ;

there is nothing like the glad tidings of salvation to a poor lost bank-

rupt sinner. My brethren, this mercy is all fres, without money. and
without price ; and it is not only ‘immeasurably great—greater than our
sing, greater than our needs—but its adaptation to the want, to the need,
of every sensible soul is beyond expression. The gospel of “Jesug Clirist

will meeb & man where nothing else can, will fully suit his case where -

all the world would fail. O it is a mercy to have a heart for the

gospel of Christ; itis a mercy to have our ears.open to hear it, and to - -

bé favoured with grace to be recéivers of the gospel of Jesus Chirist.

| - ‘This gospel is an, old-fashioned subject ; and we people are’looked
- upon a8 old-fashioned people, as- somewhat ‘antiquated: in: our ideas; in

our doctrines, and in our: preaching. ! But to what spring: shall
) v E DR | oLl - : > We 20
to whia} fountain:shall we vesort, save to.that whiclf)' wa% dis'cldsedgbf

+ God-hunkelf  in Hden's : garden, - the Fountain of living waters; the

Fouritain-of the water of life-? Our gospel dates dates back from- the
=b9g1qn1ng. * The ‘proclamation: of ‘it .datés’ back to the: time: when: the
[promise was made i Eden’s garden concerning the séed of the :woman,

that He shoyld tread upon, and bruise, the head. of the old dragon; while *

Shat éame ‘old dragon should only be able to.bruise His heel. - From. that
- day the gospél of God’s free grace has been proclaimed.  Noah knew it.;

Hnoch knew it ; Abraham knew it ; Tsaac knew it ; Jacob knew it ;the

ppatriarchs and. all the Old.Testament saints knew it. -They received
an‘(i_{s;loyed the glad tidings ;. they  drank. of the. streams of.that river
which make glad the:city "of -God:: Thus the waters of ‘salvation: flowed
. abroad ;: and wherever they:came, there:life was imparted, ' ‘We.find in
the Old Testament, a blessed-génealogy of living members of Christ; a
-,blessed-.testlmony coneernirig - living, Church; the:Church of: the living
. God. -And when the Lord Jesus Christ came ipon, earth; there was:the
fulfilment of. the promise that went: before; there was the fulfilmént of
that blessed word tpon which the. Church of God had been hanging for
ages, hanging with a sweet expectancy of seeing God Incarnate] seeing
ChristJedus in- himan nature, seeing: the: Man: of;:God’s right. hand

raised: up: in-their midst.::-And the:Church:of God beheld Himi; the =

Chuzch of God received Him.; the- Church of God embraced, Him s the

.011urgh:~7f VGod lov.ed"Him ‘;‘,the:Church,vdf:.‘G‘r'od -gdored . :Him 5 and itds .

et O UG , Ones; Im that, some’,of His
.chptives * may: be; delivereds and O that some - ‘dead ginner; -
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e e Thord Jegtis” Chvist whicki-we by faith beliold, which we by

. faith receive) which we by faith love, which we in faith adore, and with .

* whom we'hope in* His own time to dwell for ever and ‘for ever. We
want nothing ' new. ‘here. * We waiit. no new theory here s we' want ng
dospél of ~ tnan’s propotinding ‘here ; ‘we, want to corie to ‘the: saine

 glorious apring-head, the samie fountain of' living waters. -~ Wewanb the
sifne covenant God, we want the same’ covenant Son, we want the kaiiié -

-, rcovenant’ Holy Ghost; wé want- the same’ cdoveniant grace, ‘the- sime -
" covenant love, and the same ‘covenant salvation, which God’s saint¥ in
" all ages have realised. SR T v

The apostle Paul took an especial delight in preaching this gospel.

He declared it was a matter of necessity ; and such & mafter of necessity
was it that he said, “ Yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel.”
When . he. speaks of it, he speaks of it:ay having. received it : ¢ The

~ gospel ‘which T received ;” and he tellsus that he neither received it of

. man, neither was he taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christ.- Thus

that gospel was given unto him ; it was put within his heart. -And

Glod sent him forth as His ambassador, gs His minister, to preach that
* which he had received. Not anothér man’s line of things; not things -
that were made ready to -his hand. by’ others ; but that same gospel’

which he himself had received, Now, what was becoming in the apostle
it becoming in all'the ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ—narely, that
they preach that which they have received, and ftop there, and not seek
t0- go-beyond it.,- But woe -to .the man -that keeps back part of the
pricé 1. ‘Woe to the man that. has: heard the voice of God, that has
received the Word of: God, and withholds that same Word that he has
Teard, that he has received, and the power of which he has felt in his
own experience ! , T say, Woe to the nan that keeps back part of the.
truth of God! That man is; an unfaithful steward:; that man can
never be cleared of the blood, of ‘gouls. T remember dear Tiptaft'once .
saying—and the words entered my heart with solemn power—*7] e blood, -
of souls stwins degp.” . . L

" 'We ministers of Chriét,ﬁ who Spéak[‘i'il.Hi’

» v ; Name, we profess: to know
that Name ; we profess to love that Name ;'and we profess to preach:
that" Name “that we know ahd; love ;. and, with ‘the ‘apostle, in our
measure, We- determine not to-know anything among you or among any
set of ‘people * save Jesus Christ- and Him' crucified.” "That is our
gospel that. we préach,  “ We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the
‘Lord ; and ourselves -your- servants. for Jesus’ sake.” But we do nob
~ come to talk about & thing we know uothing of ; we do not come-to
talk about that we have no.experience of, We can say, * Coms and
 hear; all e that féar God, and T will declare whiat hehath done for my -
soul.” =And while we speak of ‘otrselves; it iy tiot to preach - ofirselves,
it is not to set ourselves up, it is not to bring oiuselves into proinirience,
it 18 not to take the front position, and put the Master behind: ~No ;

Db we desite when we' spealc of * outselves, ‘to-hold tip the Master, to
hold ‘Hitii up before-yotir eyes, in. ordet that what we say of “ourselves

may direet the mind and the heart and the-faith of poor, needy, gengible
iniriers’ o Hiri who hag béen a Friend unto is.- And while we declare -
ot 'Hb Tisg dotie for us;- we’ declare” His-ability t0 do the same for'alll
alre afflicted for warit ‘of “Him;- forall those"who are ify need:

¢ and salvation of FGotly e
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When the apostle went forth preachmg ‘the: gospel of, the ,grace, of
God, ‘he. bore 'testimony to .the. reahty of it. Having; rece1 ity; he
'knew it to be a reality ; he- knew:it o be of God because. he. recelved
it of God, who counted him faithful, putting, h1m into.the: ministry.
And in preachmg this gospel expenmental]y, he set, forth yery. sweetly,
very blessedly, the doing-and dying.of -Jesus. Christ, according to: the
covenant loye and.covenant engagements of a. Trlune J ehovah ‘Here

“f8 a solid foothold. for our falth ‘here.is a. snre foundatlon for our”

hope ;: f01, o R TIT
: : , Our hope is bmlt, on nothlng less - T
ThanJ esus’ blood and ughteousnesh v

That blood and rlohteousness, a8 revealed in us, is our foundatmn and
the sbability of our falth yea, it is there the poor weary sinnér can 1est Tt
is there the poor, afﬂlcted and distressed- soul finds’ health and cure ;
and it is on this firm rock all God’s Church build.” It is here all God’s
Chiurch have for ever stood, and will f01 ever stand smce they are all
one in Christ Jesus the Lod.

The gospel of the grace of God is unaltemble H1s every wo1d is

immutable, If it was mot so, what confidence could’ -we that'have
received it have in the gospel ? . What confidence could we that preach

it have in it if ‘we were not persuaded that-every word of the gospel of

His grace is 1mmutable, like nnto Him Who spake it ? F01 Jei esus Ghllst
is truly the Word of God. -
-Then what a mercy it is that in preachmg the oospel of Ji esus Oh1 1st

we preach an immutable gospel, and that' it is'the gospel of an immit-

able God.! We préach a covenant gospel ; for it is the gospel of ‘a
covenant. God. And when we talk ‘of, Jesus Christ ‘ag the: Friend of
sinners, we speak of a covenant Lord, a covenant Head ; and we know
that all the blessings of the covenant;’ ‘all the' promises of ‘the covenant,

. are treasured in Him. It pleased the ‘Fathér that in Him should’ all

fulness dwell, - Then, take away this Foundation, take away this Rock,
take away this Corner-stone, and the -whole gospel” must: fall ; bt it
" never, never can. Hell tried its worst and its best, upon’ Jesus’ Chrlst

but it failed. Yea, hell‘and, eatth united;' canle agalnst the " Rock, but ‘

they failed.  And this Stone was tried of God 5 but it a.nsweled the
trial, it stood the test. And O how comfortable it i is _sometlmes ini the
. mldst of sore temptatlons 0 feel w1th Mr Halt ——_ o s

% Qur Captain stood the ﬁery test b no oo
And we sha.ll sta.nd through- len Lot

. The Weakest behevel that bullds here the: Weakest samt that ha.ntrs hele
the weakest soul that shelters here, sha,ll live, while Jesus Ohrlst hves,

- and. shall - never fail - while Jesus Chmst endu1es for He, has Sald'

“ Becanse I live ye shall live also.”

‘When we refer to the preachuig of  Jesus, there we. get; the o'ospel-

from His own lips, proclauned by the Lord Himself, who is, the sim ‘and
substance of it, who is.the Alpha and .the Omega Jesus. Christ,-the
. same yestelday, and to-day, and for ever... I.have, often thought Whlle I
“have been reading His germons; and pondering His sayingg, and. His
teachings, what a . sweet; sim hclty! e read of ““the simplicity. of

Christ,” and that isa stumbhng—stone to the wise and to the prudent of

10, § slnner s 1
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this world. ' But what ‘a’ s1mphclty thele was in His ministrations !

“How He'brought out the Word- and truth of God and laid it before
" His audlences ‘And how clearly He spale concerning the state of man

as set forth in' the Word of, God.! And how forcibly at times that Word

~was brought home to the hearts of His hearers. I was saying to the
people’ when in London the other week, He had a great advantage over -

the best and most able of His servantg and ministers, in that He could
1ead the hearts of His hearers. He nieeded none to tell Him what Was

‘in the heart of ‘men; because He could read the ‘heart, and He knew
how to adapt the Word thereto. None can get 'at the heart nor affect

the heart like Him. We go forth and draw the bow at a venture ; we

“let the'arrows of His Word fly abroad hére and there, but we cannot tell

the hearts of our hearers. But that blessed Spirit with which He was

the Word" is spoken by His sweet inditing and power within, there is

" gure to be &, case somewhere for that Word. to ‘meet ; there is sure to be

a spot of ground for that seed to fall on’; there ig sure to be 8 heant

‘where that Word will lodge.

Now, the Lord Jesus Christ fully knew the people ; He knew the
hearts of His hearers ; and He could bring the Word home, ag He did

‘in the cases of Nathanael and the poor womah at thie well, and fill them
~ ‘with astonishinent, for they knew that they stood before One who was able

to Tead the secrets of the heart ; who knew their lives ; and by bringing

" -these circumstances tolight they were convicted. When He preached
_-th& Gospel, it was not after the manner of  gome of our preachets in the '
‘present; day, who seek to pledse the multitude with a plausible yea and
- ‘nay teaching, but He dealt faithfully with the consciences and souls of
tied, - Yet they reviled Him, and reJected His teaching, except a few

‘andinted without measure rests in meagure upon the mmlster, and when -

-

whose hearts were ‘prepared to teceive His Word. And while we -

“endeavour to speak the whole truth, there are some that think we should

for ever be. talking to the: unconverted and that we ‘should try to per-

guade them to yield themselves to God. And there are other people
who think that we have nothing at all ‘to do with 1 Warmng the ungodly, .

but should leave the Lord to work in the hearts of sinners as it pleages
Hitm. Well, Mr. Hart; in speaking of the true faith of God, says, “ It
takes the Whole gospel, not a. part.” . And those that'are possessed of
the fear of Gdd, and are called: to preach the.gospel of the grace of God

are ‘o take the whole gospel, and not a patt, and preach it, too

Now, What ix the’ gospel ? ° The Word of God’ declmes that 1t is
“ good news,” “glad tidings.,” ‘And to Wwhom is it good news ? to

whom ig'it’ glad t1d1ngs ? If there is a poor, dark, dead siriner ‘here to- -

day, and can’ T 1ook round ‘this congregation and say that, there, is not ?

* Can T'160K on' this congregation. and say that we are all 11v1ng souls

before God? I would to- God’ it wag $0; but alas! alasi it'is to be

fearéd there ate some here- in darkness ;. some: here dead in trespasses -

and in ging,” Now, if I was'to go-to such and begin to talk with them
about Jesus Chrigt, about His love, ahout.His condescensmn, about;, His

‘tabernaehng here below _in “human ‘flesh, ‘about . Hig domg and His

dying, and tell th 'm‘ that all this was to.save, rebelhous worms, all this was

om ,gomcr 'down to; the. pit,, pince, they do not, feel their.

&
shate ‘efore God What Would they perhaps gay to me? What are we .

then 7" Are we s1nners P Are We transgressors P Are we rebels againsb
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*God ? . Do we. need ‘the atonement of - J esus’ Christ 9. Is there no.hope 3

_of our gettmg to heaven without. Jesus - Christ ?. Can we never: know
. enythrno of ‘metgy, or of salvation, without" Jesus .Christ ?. . They, aré
not afflicted, they are nob d1streesed they are “not - brought down to feel
“their rulned statd, and. their. nndone condition befole God And in
their present state of mrnd_ it would not be- good news to. them, it
‘would be no glad tidings to them. ‘Tt would be like pourlng water upon
a stone.  Unless,the Holy Ghost opened their hearts it would not enter
‘therein. -But- Whenever the gospel ‘is: proc]almed it 18 proclaimed ag:a
missage of _mercy. And those that need. mercy are; the people that; W111

“hear God’s message, -
' And ‘what are we to sa,y to these people that know not thet feel: not,

“their:need of - mercy 7. Why, remembering the hole of the. pit, whence

we were digged, and the rock from whence we. were hewn, we. tell every-

ofle ‘of you that knows nothlng of the qulckemng grace of God, you

are in matire’s darkness .you are in the ruin. of ‘the fall ; you are far
from God by wicked Works, you are transgressors of | His law; _.and,
‘a8 guch, you are under condemnation ; for the Word .of God declares

“ Gursed is everyone that contlnueth notin, all th;lngs ertten m ‘the
: book of the law to do them,”: =~ :
U Then if the. Splrlt’s qmckenmg breath has never reaohed you 1f the
sword of the Spmt the, Word of God, hag never come t0-you'; it there
‘Thas never been a shaklng i youn heart a trembling in your sonl before

Go;d if ‘you have mever been brought convinced of sin, ruined, and "

- udone, to the footstaol of miercy, we tell you- a,coordl.ng t0-God’s Word :
your state is one of death ; ‘it is one of darkness ; it 18 one of dlstanee
and alienation from God ; end 11v1ng and. dylng 80, YOU are" for. ever
and eternally under the curse of God. I thisa, part of the gospel'? Well,
tlflet%ospel cornies o those who feel these thmgs to. those who are senslblev
of them, - "

NOW it T hewe one’ here . that has felt the Spnlt 8 qurokemng
power, one whom “God - has convinced of- his sin, the. inquiry-will - be,..
_“What must I do to be saved ? How can T hope for. mercy 7 2 Gan

God save & wretoh like me.? Can I be reconcﬂed anto Him ? - 1 *ther.e'
any hope in God’s Word, that s sinner like me. can be. saved 27 “Now,
to such poor kinners we. preach Jestis's we speak of Je esuet, for: should
“he ] 'and talk about the la

"them" dead; 'There they have
looked, ,there they heve trem d;’and, there  they have been brought
‘ ; “ "’use the Lord-“ hag’ spoken to. them;, and made
fons. , Ag. the ‘epostle deolares the
T "wer s 1t.,hes lald hold of them,'

 they and confessed., tk
Bub 1ffwe speak of mercy, 'hen it 1s 88 Mr ; He t

Gl Mercyr is Welcome hews indeed
-+ Toithose who: gullty stand

053 poor guﬂty slnner,“’ oW
as thee' . There are sorne of- ol
gone by Reard that swest, ‘Sofind’ to the’ 303 of ‘ou'

Joytul Sound still. “When' God’ first’ proolalmed thiat m
Whah trd; gs of grea.b Joy H” brought to u 1

it g that . that hag drstressed :

hernselyes OW{Lllty( before God_ =

'And We ha,ve Hrs qwn Wor;v

the, :
' m,ercy nd. the forouven 8 of

* given rinto e in, heev,
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message He.. brought to.our- hearts L 0 ‘whab:-a su1tab1e 0fouspel was
i preached unto ns:then !, And from. thab da.y to this, we héve found ithe
“mercy -of . God. t0.'be. sweet, iexeeedingly-sweet. ' Again and ‘again we
-+ have experlenced it, . And I'dare say some-of you that have experrenoed
‘it many, many tlmes, would love an- experience of it ab.this; very hour ;

you.-feel ‘to need it giill. - :And it s the . same  gospel, it is-the Bae

‘Name, it is the: same; glorlous Fountain, it is. the- same free; grage, it is

the same Friend of sinners, the same Jesus we. preach. . And 1f you
are a troubled. and burdened.: sinper; in need.of peace; . ‘there i 18 none but

" - Jesus can et you free 1 you are in a hopeless case, there is none but

Jesus,can saye -you, | But however lost: and ruined you'may: he; aga

- " -sinner before God, we; say-: that Jesug Chrigt: is “ able.to save tol the
- uttermiost ell that come unto God by Him.”, 0. poor sinner; here is

One who can reach thee, here  is One who can save thee, even though
thy sms are blaek as hell, even though thou art in the depths of despalr

o The vrlest ginner out of hell, .
N "Whé lives to feel his need
fose oo Twelcome toithe throne of graee
IRE i, The Savmu.l\s blood to, pleadi?.

l “_“ H1m that cometh unto Me I W111 in \no
wise cast out.” | Then this is 4 mesgage of merey indeed, for ib comesto -
‘those who' need m g 1t comes Where nothlng other than mercy could

‘ ‘meet ‘their case. :But:it comes and: does, for. them what they. require.

There is everythmg in Jesus Ohrrsb ‘that. they. can desire;. everything
that a poor soul can need.  He can 1ift. you. from the dust, can: AV yOu.
from all your sin, cleen.se you. from all uncleanness, and brmg you f,ro,nr

‘the véry erids of the. earth, and’ bring.. you -nigh to God. . And He can

give, you peace in your heart even the peace o6f God, through the merib
of His covenant blood: O 1f the blessed. Spirit . should this afternoon

- lead you ] the Lamb of Grod, and you should thns be blessed Wlth faith
in His ] precmus ‘hlood and receive ‘His r1ghteousness ‘then you will. know -
-and reahee what it is to be saved in ‘the: Lord. How sweeb to hear: the _
'glad sound,: ¢ :
thou arb Mine

L have redeemed thee ; 1 ha.ve celled thee by th

d ‘pleee, the apostle says, conceran' thls gospel, ‘It 1s
th.e‘. power of -;God],unto vation.” . : So it is.. Because Christ 18! the '
power of (;}od .and-Chrisb.is the. subJect of thig gospel..from’ bevlnmng :
toend, ‘And. When we ‘preach this gospel we. declare.the power-of God'; -
We d,eclare the power 'of God ag, 1evealed in H1s Wold We;decla,re t;he

In the 'sec

: power of God’ a,s ev1denced_ in the’ saving. Work of JJ esquOh igt,;.. and: the

power pf d, Was 7. enced ‘bhere., 1twas ev1denced in ‘His. mmlstry, ,

as refe before for :when He, spake, ‘the word.was with . power.;

and’ {;hereby 'Wonders were wrought. . ‘The winds and the -
ned obeyed His e pake to devﬂe, and they. obeyed  His beheést,

v,iand Poor. burdened .sinners felt the
¥ God. - He. even spak e to-the’ dead, and
i -« ATl power 48 ‘

He epa

they ame . forth to. life: How true

' yhen | He: combated 3
; ] &10]:16, ; D.d_of T,he people
" the.power.of the -

.. And 'how His poy; . va
; 11 el
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iGod-man wei¢ alike manifest; wheh'in that’ ‘agony"Hé prayed, “ Fattier,
it it ‘be: possible; let this cup pass’fiom' Me'; nevertheleds, fiot as T wi .
“bub:ag Thow wilt:”.". But “how He' came forth"in"the ‘greatness »
power from: the ‘grave ! How He briised- the” head: of the old dr: gon, - .0
-+ :destroyed his power, and laid his kirgdom wagte'!" -And'what delivérance . -
‘He" wrought' for: His ‘chosen';’ what victories He'- btained for”them’!
And when' He:ascended up on’ high, He led’ captivity - captive; and
receivéd: gifts 'for men, 0w BRI ‘

‘God with ‘power by His resurrection frota the dead.  And what'a gong
_of triumph. filled all"heaven as“He sat ‘down on His ‘throne yictorious !
~And what & song'of triimph-. has ‘filled- the' hearts' of ‘Hiany of ‘His
¢ saints who'have silg of-< 't o Ti T e e T

"¢ O the ‘mighty power of Tobus | ‘He: was declared tof.bé}the“'lSoﬁ?éf Ca

A D R P T AR O R PE e
© 5y vy o The conquest Jesus won.,
’ ~ O'er Satan, death, and hell.” |

"And in the experience of ‘His people, it'is a powerful gospel;jwe may *
“talk about this power as manifest in-the ‘Word, and in the’work of . °
Christ, and as evidencéd in the salvation of His Church. But, bréthren, -
what, a mercy if you and I can bear our feeble testimony. to the'power of =

 thie! goipel of ' Christ, thiat it is thé powet of God wnto,salvat
by feith have received the atonement of Jesus, and' know what'1
 draw nigh to'God by the’ blood ‘of the Tiamb ; if you have rebel
. Hig fulness, and grace for grace’; 'if His pardoning “love has’
* abtoad ini ‘yoiit heart ; you can trace His' power, and yott som
bestify ‘of 1t too.” . It'wds' that- power that stopped you, that
- you, that-afflicted you, that deliveréd you, ‘that " saved you,
- hléssed you with the knowledge of the-forgiveness of sin. "A
you'received that sweet sentetice in your heart," you, felt the' m
Of gilt 40 depart. * You felt all our iniquities and your transgre
* pads away. . Thus your faith does‘niot stand in the wigdo

in'the power of God:' ; He gave the Word; and: you,, Teceivin

- by faith in your: Heart, received the remjision of gins, .. Th

- thab that Word brought knowledge and peace into your sof
peace of God which passeth all understanding ; ‘and we ‘¢

the 'power of this ‘gospel as suficiént for' any sinner -

pardoning Tove of God, that riceds thie cleansing Blood of J
LAY TRaid before;] people' lodk upon.us’as very antiquated
. They'say that we do riot - keep ‘pace” with 'the times, we"
with'the times, we do'iot vary our creéd.” No; we shan
trubh, and we tread the old paths; and we preadh the ole
“réceived of God s anld becatse of this men cons
very far indeed behind the age. ' 'Alds, alas, frient
1t 5 hup it I8 n respect 6f $his power we.are behin
‘ast0 the “meéakiiteof the ‘power of God, w
56t 1ip sotnsthing elde ‘s a'ibsbitute  foF ~the
ofer of Ohrisk i thie gospel ? “You know' th
whh thé worship of God declined amiofig the children ¢
- something else in their high. places,” where  they used
worship/of ‘God declined, aid something elss was introdice

il v the oly templé s ‘profafal by id6lattons sérvios,
was the' decline of the” power of ‘godliness, and 'there " was b

~ " Tt18 & mercy that God will not ‘allow si to
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. fears that it is all.over, The vety, breath of prayer for the time 8¢

* revepled

An

 fallen dovn,; and wh
- God, T ask, Are y

~ heaven ;. He'will ,never;, never take ‘them 'in such. a state asb
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. ib is.just what yonand I feel in our own hearts, L
41 pover of 4iace, fhets s someting else Comies 1P
o; when there i8 a'decline of spirifual power, gin‘and the ESH
s greater force. , T have heard that dear old Mr. Gadsby used
tell you' what it, is, friends ; i God does.not hold the. reins,.
111,2" ;And this T know, if; grace. does. not, have, the sway, .
something wopse will show its power. . . - i : onspeoplg,gl;ﬁo
réign over his people, - Nol Satan will fight against-His grace, but the -
;iil(;gi']kliigg is’ thatp'{.“gfdcé. shall reign through righteousness unto et%rgﬁi
life.” "Bit when the powér of grace declines, then.the If)OV_,V,.(?I‘: ]gthe
revives ; and: thus.we are often, led captive by the. pq&}v;qr 0 ,ySl&l,g,t‘ }5‘1’i.i1”’s‘
Insts of the fesli, by the world and by Satan. Reqlly, how many things
there are that Tise up in one’s heart 1 How many thl_x}ggt‘ 'tif: Qs fhak
threaten to prevail against one’s little hope, and -against t! et%eg;‘.jﬂ
God! -~ But it has been an encouragement to me ‘m%rtl.{h,; e, o
considering what a mighty host - comes. against Little-faith, and y

- Lt ith 1i s against sin, - He i8 often reproached ; he
- Little-faith Tlives and fights against. sin. ~ He s 0 i
' 115;1 ofiélf. put -ba,ckv;,_‘,he,r‘iga:i‘,pfteﬁ greatly cast. down ;. he often comes

into a.very low place, and into a very small .compess ; but, as I tell my

people gometimes, the world and thé flesh and sin 'and Satan make ‘sad -

o soul, and little Godly-fear I into.a. back corner,
»c in the soul, and little Godly-fear gets pushed into g back corner,
gﬁ?ﬁs 1}1111532115 from view ; and O 1 whab a world ‘of rubbish .phey;_% i gg
times lying.on the top of him ! - And sometimes  the poor child of God

tohave.ceased ;. all feelings of love-to have disappeared

Joveliness of Christ and commuinion with God to be logt ;,

;" all senise of the
it after a while

liftle Godly-fear makes 8 move, and though he s so small in stabure, he will

world of evi i lde: ‘will ‘ery out, Lord!”
ift, a.world of evil on lLis shoulders, and hg’ will cry out, *f Help, Tord 1
l'Jl_‘flfé% 1§ “ tirning the  battle to'the gate’’s sylllkd,-that"ha,sébd ghtll]fgg
from’ heaven many and many a time. The I,quwe}'.v_pf}ﬁp a8 beernl
revealed in. thy goul again and agaifi in answer to: thy feeble cry St
. “Well, it is'a merey to find these things so in-our experience. , ?'y%}i?t
anl encouragement that we should be kept.alive, with death, 8o neﬁrﬁld‘ ﬁe ,
wa should be i impminent dsnger, and yeb guryive . chat we Showid b
overcome: in .the’ fight,” and. yet. riumph. ;- that we. should ‘have, ’
gz‘gﬁggiéﬁdé,'éf' dying;gand. behold we live.. How isib W;t‘ll_yo?_?,__. %re%%lé
indeed afflicted ? Do, _you feel the. fight to be sore:agains! ixo’u"‘.:‘é‘édi
Lord Jesus Christ was in - the battle too., He. fell, bub He, conqu I&.[u 5
and He has'said that the just man falleth soven -times,and is raised up
" There is the mercy. .. .Godly souls may fall; but, Christ will never
:And if..I have -here any; poor sinner who ghg&_s
sins and transgressions. testify against him before
in soul-distress about it 2. Now, come, are you really
in earnest; in_telling- God . what a vile sinner you are? A ;great; many
people g0, and falk- about; their being vije sinmers, but, thep. they
always 80;.. They are never,made clean. ' They go-and talk abopt it,

they, Tobiirn to.it Like' the dog fo his vomit, and like the sow. tha
washed orhe

again, . There s the me
leave, them: in  their si

7

allowing il the;mire.. God will:nof take such as the

with Him. -How do you know that ? says one.. Why, God tak

: =<%11
sinners: to, heayen, if you:can tnderstand that phrase; \thaﬁi is, those that
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~ . are made clean, And if you'atid T
in our

taad e

fromn very spob of sit, “sin, - When any ‘would kit dow
iheif s, fronld. indlge ‘thefr sin, 6f ‘them we may say thst the feat of
God i§ wanting ‘in their religion, Now, if Ihavé a poo sinnér here, -

~ oné who is in’tréuble about his sin, who is bowed down and afflicted by
pesgon of it, that 1§ a different case.  What shame it brings ! . "What-

distress is felt in the soul! ‘What despalr works in the heart1 ‘But‘Of -

blessed Do’ His dear Name, how many tites has' the Lord looked upon
116 s wpon poor Ephitaim, vhen He sinote tpon bis thigh, *And irhint
does He day ? .« Is Ephraim My dear son ?* Ig ke nof My dear don ?
Is 'hé 'a ‘pleasant child ? - Is hé not s pleasant child ?. For '‘since T spake
against him I do éarngstly rernemibér him stills” therefore My bowels are
troubled for him, : I will surely have mercy tipon him, saith the Liord.”
- Now, it is & mercy, ﬁ)odr sinner, that Jesus Christ never wearies in
gaving such’; never. I
Hig langiage s 3— .~
T e e Binge in love T took thee imy v TS
Donienen MR My promise UIfalfil” o0 o ST PR
Well, 'we do not want to try anything elsé ;" we do'nob want a'substitute.
for this blesged power, the power of Christ: - No ; we want to realise that
poter more atid motb'day by day, Then if 1 were to try and porstade
Yot a8 to something ele; yoti would say, “Noy I' want thé power, of
Christ.”  This it was that recorciled the apostle to his afflictions and to

. -

his mﬁ‘irmmles - Yotu'know, Paul speaks of calling tipon Grod three times for

‘the removal.of 4 thorn‘in the flesh, an affliction, something that distressed

. -him, that mdde him feel very tncomifortablé, something that he thought -

", he'gould get ori’ yery mich better if the Lord wotild take away. = And he
: ’sﬁj’s “1 hesotght the Tiord thiice that it might depart from me™ " Bub
thiat wa
Gt i al, T ettt to o ,

and‘my priger 1t T may know Birh, and the poyer of His resnrieo:
tion, and.the Tellowsip of His stiférings, beirg mads confortiablé tnto
His death, ©*And sinch thik i the manner ifl whick God chooses to teach
nie” Jesud’ Christ, hiost ' gladly, thetefore, ‘will’ I rather gloty i my
that the power of Christ'may rest upon'me” = ' @

¢ ¢

W; said Panl, « T desitd t6 glorify Jesus Christ ;

T4 thiat whiat. you swant to know ? - Is that-how you want to féel ? .

Ty thiab the blessed gospel that you want day by day—tho power of
Christ ?' “Oh!"it 1§ 'a. blessed expérience, I8 .that. Biit ten" to, one
- you will leatn' thab by incans of an experience”of the power of sin,
by the ‘powerful- workings of the- flésh, by ‘the ‘powerful témptations
of ‘Satan, by 'the powerful influence of the:world.” In' that way you

foree, and ‘Christ  will "comé and put them 4llon one ide, and’ will
save the weaklings' from all their foes, and from all their fears.' Oh'!
blosséd: bs His desr' Naime, ‘some of s know that
beén hre ‘this afternoot if He'had not done this again and agaifi. ~*“He
Liith elivered ; He doth deliver; and it whom we trust Hewill yet
deliver us,”' Shame ‘on those, preachers who go aside fromtheé power to
. étdething else 1 And we Haveanysuch iniour days; and yet, with all theit
datering, they cannot gét on.

Work do not care to Hear them: - Some consider it s & sign of faithfulnéss

6 have'ah edupty’ chapel:” Tt ay be in'sors ‘hatanices, it 1t is'd Very

& i8 too good and too gracious to cast such away.

not the' Tord’s way, . The Tiord said 't him, * My giace’is

for all’ thése things will . come upon “you With tersiblé

6, §ome of 1is Know that-we ghotild not' liave.

* People Who knowthe value’ of the, Spitit’s
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sorry-thing that it ghould be so. - It is no gobd matlk for thé people when
faithful preaching drives them away. Tt shows there is very little love

+ for honest: dealing and for the faithful preaching of the gospel of Churist;

and it is a very sad feature when such is ‘the case. But:T am afraid it
is not always true.” I-am afraid some preachers are to blame, and that

- empty chapels or fleeting congregations are due to the carnal means and

empty forms of service which they have set up as a substitute for the
power of the Holy Spirit in the gospel. What have we in the professing
Church now ?  Why, all manner of trumpery things are imported into.

their calling by some preachers in order to win the people, or to hold the _ .

people.  Thus we hear of many who, after.the manner of a mountebank,

- goupand down, using. sensational means to collect and to charm the
Ppeople. > But Ol what'a testimony is all this against both'them and their .

thinistry-! O, how little of the power of Christ, how little of the Holy
Ghost is to be heard or seen athong such, God forbid that we should

ever descend to such a gystem ‘as that. God forbid that we:should
-become a kind of religious showman, going up and down with sensational
- performances instead of the blessed secret of. Divine power, the power of

Christ, '

. or bre_thre‘n,' T would that ..God'mighb affect our hearts to-day cbn-:‘ V) I
.cerning this thing. T would that we might be found in ‘earnest at: His

feet to-day about this matter, and that there might be one united and
uplifted “cry to God, that He would send down the power of Christ, and.
fill us-with the Holy Ghost.. . If weghould bethus blessed, if God should

Tevive in our hearts and in our midst, this power, then we shall see'a

reviving of all His good .work. - Then His saints will be built up‘and
edified, His mourners will be comforted, His hungry ones will be fed
His needy ones will be supplied, and sinners will be converted unto Him,
And who is there of us thatloyes the Lord, thatloves His precious gospel,
and that loves. His Zion; 'who doesinot desire to see the work of the Lord
thus go on'? It is my prayer that it may thus go on-in this place, that
Grod may revive our friends; and revive His work amohg them as His
people, in giving them to see the power of Ohrist manifested in His
gospel. - Thus may the power of Christ be revealed, and may the hearts
of His people be made glad. -~ . "~ ° L - '
Well; ‘now, the apostle says, *“1 am not ashamed of the.gospel -of

“Christ.”” And I hope I am not, but I.am often ashamed of myself,” I’

am often ashamed of my attempts to preach it, because I am so weak, -

-and I feel so insufficient for the work. " Yet the Liord knows my ‘desire

is to preach it in its simplicity, to preach it in its purity ; and T desire

~bo preach it as the Word of truth, and as the gospel of truth, becaise T
_ know something of the value of it. I know something of the blessedness

of it, and T desire to speak of those things which I myself have looked
upon and have handled of the good Word of life. v ¢ 00%e
- ‘Well, now, since this gospel Is. the power of God, why should we

- . be ashamed of it ? *“We have had an"experience of it in ourselves; we .

have seen itg powér\_gylid_enced in:the case of others; and woee unto us if
we are ashamed of Christ or of His gospel. - We believe, and are sure that
it is the power of God unto salvation-to every one that believeth ;. and

- our prayér is ‘that many may be brought to receive it to the saving of =

the soul.- ~ o -
‘May the Lord add His blessing, and He shall have the glory.
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