THINGS ADDED TO
A SEEKING SOUL.

Lord’s Day Ewvening, Jarzuﬁry 1st, 7928.

** But seek yé first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
-all these things shall be added unto you.”—Martz. vi. 33.

Ir'we had to take every day of this year into account
and count up what we should need, even at the least
reckoning, what a great number of things there would
be. We cannot really reckon it up aright, how many
things, even essential, necessary to our body, necessary
to our life, which we shall require if we live to the end
of the yéar; and sometimes we look at those things too
anxiously, as though they had to be provided all on the
first day, for our comfort and peace of mind, so that we
could say, ‘“We can go through the year.” But that
is not the language of this chapter; that spirit of over-
anxious thought is reproved many times, that concern
which is continually taken up with this: “ What shall
we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall
be be clothed ¥ on the morrow ? = What shall, we eat
to-moriow, and what shall we drink to-morrow, and
wherewithal shall we be clothed to-morrow, and the next
day, and the day after that? And the Lord here,
knowing how it moves .in the heart and mind, says:
“ Take therefore no thought for the morrow, for the
morrow shall take thought for .the things of 1tse1f
sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

Looking into one's own case, how many, many times
have I thought I could never ;speak again. All Gospel
freedom and unction has gone; all the spirit of 'it, the
- felt liberty of it, the felt enjoyment of it, Then it is =
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all heavy and hard-going; then there is this conclu-
sion—'' it cannot go on; there is no supply left.” - But
it is like the manna in the desert, given every day
afresh; it was not for them to keep over from one day
to another. Here is our encouragement: * Wait on the
Lord " for fresh things; not changed things, but the
same things afresh. The Gospel is a wonderfgl :chmg,
The Lord so often makes the Gospel fresh; it is the
same as our fathers knew, as we have knowmn, and. will

* know. It does not change in its nature, nor does it
change in its effect. "The Lord in His mercy and favour-

makes it fresh, and sometimes it is just like a new th@ng,
as though we had never seen it before; the same thing,

but another side of it, another view of it, and this chap- °

ter seems at times to speak anew. ]')o mot be over-
anxious about the future.” Yet that is just what we

‘are. We weary ourselves out with undue anxiety, and

the Lord here tells His disciples that- He knows ‘all
about to-morrow, and He will manage it when it comes.
We cannot. We may say this to ourselves, chide out-
selves for our folly, and yet do it again. We have no
power, no ability, no wisdom of .our own to exclude this

over-anxious thought; and this word which 1 have read .

as a text i$ @ word that will cover the whole of this
year, and the whole of next year if spared; no matter
how far off the need may be from us, it is covered by
this text. Now, that is what I would try to look into
and -speak of—this ye in the text.. Who is the person

addressed ? ‘“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and

His righteousness.” . -

It may be said there are two kinds. of people ad-
dressed here; there are those who are not sure with any
measure of comfort .of mind that they belong to ‘the

family of God at all, and there are those who have had

some clear manifestation of  the love of God to their
souls, and have often proved this word true, yet are
tried again and again about'it. It is a word to both,
it will meet both cases if applied by the Spirit of God.

Take the first. Some of you seek after the things

‘of God—you know that—but you have not found them

- people. You will never arrive at a’ good hope through

;
THINGS ADDED TO A SEEKING SOUL. 13

yet to the joy and the rejoicing of your heart; you are
after things you have not reached. The Apostle speaks’
thus of himself: *“"Not as though I had already attained,
cither were already perfect, but I jollow after, if
that I may, apprehend that for which also I am appre-
hended of Christ Jesus” (Phil, iii. 12). There .is .
something he is after. Some of you may say, “ I have.
not. that joy I would have, but I am after it, I am seek-
ing it. - The Lord has withheld it, and yet He ‘knows:
where ] am, He knows what I would have.” But other.
things keep -intruding—the cares of this world, carnal
policy in regard to providing things necessary to the |
body, inducements to leave the house of prayer to attend
to business. - This is part of the temptation of the
devil to ‘draw away those who are seeking after the
Lord Jesus Christ, to make them loiter in their race, to
entangle their feet, and then to say: “ You will never-
arrive at that state of peace and joy, because you are -
50 . carnal;  the Lord will not have carnally-minded®
grace, because you are carnally-minded. Carnal- ,
mindedness is death, and you are dead, you have no
spiritual mind; that is what you lack, that is what you

- will never have, you cannot have two opposite things

running in the same way; therefore it proves clearly you
have no spiritual mind.” - Now.this Book, this Word of
God, this inspired Word of truth, takes all that into
account; -and explains the whole thing to a seeking,
fearing, .inquiring mind. There are two minds in a
child- of “God; there is that which minds the flesh, and.
that which minds the Spirit. One seeks after God and
holiness, ‘the ‘other seeks the world and lives in unholi--

mess because that is its-element; but the new man of-

grace is not defeated, is not destroyed, by the old man
of sin; 'that has been settled by God Himself—*Sin

-shall not have dominion over you.” The Lord does not
- say it, will not' make ravages, it will not make havoc,

but; ** It shall not have dominion ;" that is, it will never
hold-the field unchecked, never be able to say, “ 1 have
driven grace out of the field altogether.” Prayer cannot
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be altogether destroyed; it moves, it lives, it labours,.
.it begs on, it comes -out in groans and sighs. Many a
heavy sigh.is heaved out. by a child of God who feels‘
he cannot pray, mourns his prayerlessness, and says::
“ I shall never be able to address the Lord,aright. I
am black, I am defiled, I am defeated,” It is becap.se
Satan is against you, he always will be against a seeking
soul. Well, the child of God feels he can do nothing:
rightly, and he strives and struggles, feels he is d-’efe‘at-edi
all along the.line, but still presses after the things of
God. This, then, is the word to him: * Seek ye first,”
let it never be second; let this be ever before your
mind, that *they who seek skall find, to them that

knock it shall be opened;” those who enquire shall have

an. answer; God will reply in His own good time, if
we seek first His kingdom. Oh! that that might be
ever before the heart and mind of those who are
pressed down, often put to the worse before the enemy,
and driven out of the land of promise into a land of
uncertainty, barrenness and rebellion. Thdt is a very
dry land to live in, but still this seeking spirit cannot:
be destroyed even there, and must eventually prevail.

. Now let-us notice how it fares with the other char: -

acter. There are. times when they can say, T’ know
this text is true, for I have proved it.” They can see
how the Lord Aas done exactly what He says. Their

heart has been warmed in Divine things, in' keeping His

precepts, ordinances and commandments, and they find
this to be true—they . change. The L-grd does not
change in Himself, though He changes His course; He

removes those comforts which He at one time so clearly -
added. Fear now arises that the hand of God has gone
out against him, and will not be turned toward him' .

‘again. Now is the time for the adversary to rush in
like ‘2@ flood. Satan has a multitude of accusations;.

he can very clearly charge self-indulgence, covetousness
and love of the world, and he says, “ Now the Lord is. -

full. of indignation against you; now you are like the

Galatians, you are. bewitched, you have followed after.
. this wretched world; the Lord has turned His hand

THINGS ADDED TO A SEEKING SOUL. 15
against you, and. that is final.” .Oh, how he drives those:
thrusts into the heart; there is no response when you
read the Scriptures, they seem to be quite different.
You say, “ Ah!. I did once seek the Lord, and He did.
give me many answers to prayer—at least I hope He
did—but now' I fear it was all a cheat; I was ensnared:
into a hope for which I had no real ground,.and now .
the Lord is against me. What will be my end ? Be-
sides this, I have a wicked heart that goes after all
manner of -wicked things. I have idols in my heart,
and the Lord says of the kingdom of heaven that no
idolater shall enter there. I fear I shall prove one at
last.” This gracious injunction is addressed to a seeker
who fears his seeking will not have any success because
of his many lapses. Now these things that have been-
s0 great an oppression to the mind, and have filled it
up day after day with fears and anxieties which concern

. the body, those things God Himself will look after.

See how He puts the case throughout the chapter.
Remember who it is that puts it. He who knew all
about ravens and their needs, knew all about the lilies;

- ‘He clothed them. He made the earth: “ The sea is
- His, He made. it, and His hand formed the dry land.”

He made all creatures upon it, and not one did He make
without making suitable: provision:for it. He placed: the _
fish in the sea, and the birds in the air, and man upon’
the earth, all in their element. How has the world
continued since He made it ?  How is it all the birds
are not dead, all the fishes have not disappeared, and
all the human- race come to an end ?. How is it?
Because He is the great Maintainer; Hg, has maintained
all that huge number of creatures to which He Himself
gave being, His mighty voice ‘speaks this ‘word.
He made the sea, and He can control it; when the

‘waves lift up He stills them by a word. He.it is who

speaks #iis word, and gives power to believe it. “T
know He cen do it,” you say; * but oh! I fear if His
anger is toward me, that He will not. My  crooked
ways merit His anger, and therefore He will not.” You
do-not question His power. There is enough food, we
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are ‘told, in the sea to feed the whole human race; there.
is enough on the land to feed them also There are.

huge reserves in the hand of this Almigh \ty God, and

’He gives them-out according to His will, as His crea-’
tures have need. . But..this exhortanon is addressed in

a particular way to those who fear they will not receive

their supplies, though they seek them at the hand of-

the Lord.

Itisnota questlon with them as to /zow these matters are,
‘done, but they believe the Lord can do all that He has said;.
they do not question that.. The world at large does not;.
trouble about the power of God, but the fearing child.

of God knows He has.the power. Will He supply out
of His power.? Out'of His mighty hand will He supply

my needs? Well, seeing He says this about the ravens, .
“ They neither have storehouse mnor barn, and God

feedeth them,” that is surely a word to His poor people :

Ravens feed on prey. Does He give them prey ? They: - ’
live on’that. And will He deny thosg who love good’

wholesome gospel food—cléan things—will He deny them

that which they need ? No.. If He gives food to. ravens,.
He will surely give us ours; He will not deny His.own. "
promises. *‘*My God shall supply all your need,” says.

Paul,.because God was his God, and thus he could .say,.
‘ He feeds the ravens, He clothes the lilies, He will fzed

every one of His famlly, ‘and though some of you might. -
say, * Well, these are good worlls; it is true; but I want

the Lord to do this. I am in straits now, ‘and no relief
comes —Have 'you not proved in days past that He

does it ? Ohl but you say, “ Will He do it in the
future.? In the. past I have had a multitude of in-

stances but I am so concerned about the future.” Here
is-a word that speaks in that direction—it has all to do

with . that—ithe raven has a future as we have, and -

though it has no power to envisage that future, it- ‘does
not. go short on that account,” Nor is it a questlon of
bemg able to provide for itself; that very food is a
provision from God, without any skill of its own.

And have you not sometimes found this to be the:case,

that the Lord has reversed all the expectations you have

'}
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ralsed—ywou thought the . prov151|on must come some
particular way, and it has come in. e\:actly the opposite ?
Instead. of it being from a friend, it is from a foe. A
ravén was no friend to Elijah, but the Lord chose the

. manner and means, and the amount- of his provision.

He' did. not send it all at once in the morning, but fresh
in the evening again. How kindly does the Lord
supply. It would have lasted out the day if He had
sent it mll in the morning, but He sent twice; and though
the first part of it was not-very much, it lasted him to
the latter part of the. day, and - then there came some.
more. He had no need to be anxious durlng the night,
for the ravens were there in the morning just the same
as before. - Whatsoever the Lord has done, He will do;

and I believe He will keep ‘His children looking and
waiting, and hoping in Himself, and -build them up by
one ‘means or another, take away all dependence on

 human props and human supports. He knows best.
©Oh! to have a smgle eye, to have the whole body fu{l

of light, te have this purpose of heart. The Lord will

surely answer in His own good time and way.

“But He does not only mean ‘these tempvoral things;

< there is more In this text than that. “ Seek ye first the
o kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
. things shall be added unto you.” It has to do, Ibelieve,
with the gospel provision, the provision of the ministry,

and the provision of the minister; all the things that His
people require. -My.mind has been exercised something
like this during the day. . The Lord, I trust, will give
e some spiritual favours, not merely for myself—though

I would enjoy -them—but may they be given to me for

you; and I find the Apostle speaks much in that way,
“ Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and
salvation . . . or whether we be comforted, it is for
your consolation and salvation.” Whatever he received,

" it was for them, it was to be handed out ministerially.

for the good .of others. He was willing to be a

.. channel through which the words might reach their
* souls, and so it is the Lord provides. " Seek ye first the

interests of the kingdom of God, the welfare of His
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- Zion, and all these things shall. be.added .ﬁnto you.

. Prove Me now, her.ewith,” saith the Lord, *‘ if I will
not -open to you the windows of. heaven, and pour you

out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to

receive 1t.” “ Bring ye all the tithes into the store:
house,. that there may be meat in Mine house.” All
these things shall be added unto you that seek the Lord
for them, that are seeking first the kingdom of God.
It will also have this effect, a right seeking will be
covered with a right walking; and those who seek
aright, speak with their feet as well as with their lips
yea, more clearly with their feet than with their lipsf
vSvome are slow of speech, but they walk in straight ways
and these walkings prove their heart to be right toward
the Lord. There is a keeping of His commandments
without much word of the tongue, the word of the feet is
more eloquent; that humble consistent behaviour of a

child of God. speaks more than all the words that the

tongue can use. To seek first the kingdom of God.is

‘to have regard .to His commandments and His ordin-:
. ances. : S

“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God " with fegard to"

those things which He has enjoined. He has said to-His

'Y Beople:. “If 'ye love Me, keep My commandments;’”
Do this-in remembrance of Me.” Itis His will that His '
children who love Him and fear Him should attend to . -

the ordinances of His house, and . though you may say,

“1 am”n}ot able; I;qa'nnot speak, I cannot walk as I .
would;” yet put this first before everything else, and -

the Lord will put everything else straight. He will

give you something to say, and when He sets-the tongue .
at liberty, that tongue moves rightly; there is something .
to say-to the honour of God, and nothing to say about

self except as a poor wretched sinner who has found

. mercy. He says: ““Open thy mouth wide, and ‘I will

fill it.” He'fills it with arguments and with praise, and

gives with it a dependent, loving, child-like simplicity. .. - iy

There will be a walking inaccordance with His will ;

a."sayi_ng, " We will go with you, for we-have heard the
\ _'CI)JfOli‘?”ls among you, and we know it by the feeling sense ~
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When the Lord gives a directing word, He makes
it easy to follow, for the commandment is also the en-
abling. When the Lord speaks, He gives the power
of His Spirit to His hearing people, and though.you
may say, “ It will be detrimental to me in a secular
way,” never mind that. “ Seek ye first” before you
have to do with time things. Put this first. * Seek
the kingdom of ‘God,” and not only His kingdom, but
His righteousness with it. It seems to say, ‘' Seek the

-righteousness which comes from Him; not merely- that

imputed righteousness, that glorious robe of Christ’s
righteousness, but grace to live godly. and righteously”

in this present world before men.” We are ei-

joined to walk the gospel out, to seek to live to the

~ praise and honour and glory of God; and the Lord will:

do all those other things, those needful things, those
required things. - He will never be indebted to us, and’
when we come to the end.of the journey, it will be as
it was with Joshua; there had not one thing failed of
His good: promise, all came to pass..” He took the

. children of Israel over Jordan, He quelled all those

nations, He brought them down before Israel just as
He had said;" it all came to pass, they found the old
corn of the:land waiting for them., He gave them their
inheritance just where He told them it would-be; and.
just so it will be in regard to this word which I have
read: * Seek ye first the kingdom of God "—the inter-
ests: of ‘that kingdom, of His. servants, and the people
in it—* and all these things shall be added;” those who
put the things of God first will find the ‘word true.
“ Added ! as though He would say, ** These things are:

‘not part of the kingdom, but you need them in the.

way to the kingdom.* The Lord will add them; He’
gives them, He supplies them. = They are not our god,
they are not our goal, they are not our element as such,
but they are needed things. ’ R

“This word is. addressed to those who have such
anxiety. - May the Lord apply it, ‘use it, and bless it

~for His own glory and our.good. ~Amen. ..
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