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Introduction 
 

This issue of the Newsletter is largely given over to highlighting several new 
titles that the library has purchased or been given since the last newsletter, 
particularly a new series of children’s books. We also highlight a new source of 
reading material for deacons looking for sermons or prayer meeting addresses.  

 
 
 

Notable New Books 
 

The library continues to add to its collections as new books are published and 
friends donate unwanted books to us.  

We have recently purchased and had gifted the first 
two volumes of the landmark publication of Petrus Van 
Mastricht’s Theoretical-Practical Theology. Mastricht 
was a Dutch theologian, and a leader in the Dutch second 
Reformation. Ever since they were first published in Latin 
in the 1680s they have been widely used and quoted. 
Footnotes in the writings of men such as John Gill often 
refer to these volumes, but until now they have never been 
available in English. Though they may not be widely 
borrowed—or read—we believe they are an important 
reference work for the library to have so that readers can 
consult them as they require. We hope to add the 
remaining volumes as they are published. 

We also purchased two notable works on Baptist Covenant Theology. Few really 
realise that what separates us from so many churches is not just that we baptise 
believers by immersion, but that we have a fundamentally different view of the 
covenants. This also leads to our distinctive view on the believer’s rule of life. Pascal 
Denault’s Distinctiveness of Baptist Covenant Theology is a very readable introduction 
to the subject.  It is translated from the French and would have benefitted from closer 
proof reading—both of which means some sentences have to be read twice. The second 
volume is the publication of Samuel Renihan’s PhD Thesis From Shadow to Substance 
which charts the rise and development of the covenant theology of British Particular 
Baptists during the period 1642-1704. This is a seminal work and shows how our Baptist 
forefathers worked out their theology in the light of Scripture. Considering there is much 
confusion on this subject among the churches, we recommend these volumes to our 
ministers for their prayerful study.  

Two recent Scottish titles have been added to the library. The first, Searched and 
Known, is a small book of sermons by Rev. Donald MacLean (Glasgow) on Psalm 139 
and addresses the important subject of self-examination. Also the autobiography, diary 
and meditations of Mr Alex MacLennan, a “missionary” (lay-preacher) amongst the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland for many years. Several of our readers may remember 
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hearing him speak when on holiday in Scotland in the past. Both make very profitable 
reading.  
 
 
 

John Newton 
 

     Newton is well-known for his hymns, but 
perhaps less so than he should be today for his many 
prose writings. Chief among these are his letters. As 
a faithful correspondent and a Christian counsellor, 
Newton’s letters scarce have a parallel. We have 
gained untold blessing through reading them at 
times. The library has several editions of his letters, 
from the selection published as a paperback by the 
Banner of Truth—which contains his three well-
known letters on growth in grace and is an ideal 
place to start—through to the recent publication (for 
the first time from original manuscripts) of his 
letters to John Ryland Junior, entitled Wise Counsel. 
The library also has a two volume set of Letters to 
his Wife, written during his many sea-voyages, 
which contain interesting autobiographical material 
together with much of spiritual profit. The library 

also has several volumes of his sermons, some of which—especially his series on 
the Messiah are very precious. He preached these  sermons on the texts used in 
Handel’s oratorio when his congregation refused to desist from attending public 
performances of the music. It has been said however that Newton’s ministry in the 
pulpit was not of the same quality as either his hymns or his letters, and we feel we 
can concur with that view. More recently the library obtained a little booklet, 
publishing for the first time, from Newton’s manuscript diary, an account of his 
exercises regarding the ministry. It is entitled Ministry on my Mind and would be 
valuable reading to any man exercised about the solemn work of the ministry.  
 
 
 

New Books for Children 
 

It has been a desire of the trustees, to try and update our section of children’s 
books. A series of books entitled “Christian Biography for the Young” by Simonetta 
Carr were brought to our attention, and between purchases, and kind gifts of some of 
the books in the series, the library has now acquired eight of these books. Several 
parents have already borrowed them and returned with favourable comments. 
Probably aimed at late-junior, early secondary school, they are accessible to all. The 
life of the character is simply retold, alongside illustrations, both contemporary 
photographs, historical pictures, and specially commissioned illustrations. The style 
is engaging, and while written and published in America, they are not over 
“Americanised.” Perhaps most importantly, the books pick up on the reason why the 
character was important, either in church history, or how they influenced the 
understanding of the church on important theological subjects. From this there is 

John Newton 



some simple instruction in doctrine given, and often a short extract from their 
writings suitable for young people. The current books we have are as follows: 

Athanasius—the great father of the church, whose stand for the doctrine of the 
Trinity and the eternal sonship of the Lord Jesus were foundational in protecting the 
early church from heresy. The author simply explains the church’s teaching on these 
two essential doctrines.  

Anselm—Archbishop of Canterbury during the reign of William II. Anselm wrote 
several important works on God, the Holy Spirit and the Person and work of Jesus 
Christ. His understanding of the atonement has shaped Christian doctrine ever since. 

John Knox—the great Scottish Reformer.  
Lady Jane Grey—Protestants attempted to put her on the throne after the death of 

Edward VI, in order to prevent Mary becoming queen. Sadly the attempt failed, and this 
godly young lady was executed by Mary.  

Martin Luther—the German reformer, whose life and work marked the beginning of 
the reformation in Europe.  

John Newton—the well-known converted slave trader and author of many hymns. 
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Peter Martyr Vermigli—an Italian reformer, although he spent some of his later life 
in England.  

John Owen—the Puritan giant.  
We warmly commend these books to you and encourage young families to borrow 

them. If any friends share the burden of the trustees to provide suitable books for 
younger readers in the library, we would welcome recommendations, and contributions 
towards this endeavour. Kind friends have already donated several of these books, and 
the library hopes to be able to purchase further volumes from the series over the coming 
months.  
  
 

Sermons by Henry Haddow 
 

When Brockham Green Chapel closed, the 
library received a number of notebooks containing 
notes of sermons by Henry Haddow, who was the 
pastor there in the early 1900s. Mr Haddow was also 
the secretary of the Gospel Standard Societies for 
several years. The librarians have recently 
transcribed all of these sermons and we are planning 
to make them available for download on our 
website. Being notes, the sermons are short and 
suitable for prayer meeting addresses; but mostly 
there are two sermons on each text and they could 
therefore be used for a reading service. They may be 
of particular value to deacons but also profitable for 
private reading. 

On a similar note, the library also has many notebooks containing sermons by 
Joseph Hatton, some of which were transcribed and included in The Gospel 
Standard magazine during Mr Popham’s editorship. Several have also recently been 
put together in a book available from Mr John Crowter. Like Mr Haddow’s, these 
are short sermons and make good material for reading services.   

 
 

How to Use the Library 
 

Borrowing Books: To borrow any of the books mentioned in this newsletter, you do 
not have to visit the Library, or become a subscriber. Simply phone or email the 
librarian (contact details below) with the book title you wish to borrow and your 
address. The book will be posted to you free of charge. Return postage is paid and 
you have three months to read the book. Similarly, you can borrow any book from 
the catalogue (except those marked as being in the reserved collection); the 
catalogue is available on the website.  
 

Surplus Books: The Library regularly receives books surplus to requirements and 
these are sold to raise money for the maintenance and expansion of the Library’s 
collection and general upkeep. A catalogue is regularly produced. 
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