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EDITORIAL

“Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men
lefthanded; every one could sling stones at an hair breadth, and not
miss” Judges 20. 16.

We never cease to be amazed at the small details recorded in the
Word of God. Here were these seven hundred men - and they were /eft-
handed.

We may be tempted to ask, Is that really important? Surely there
were plenty of good slingers who were right-handed! But these were
obviously men to whom God had given a special skill. They could
“sling stones at an hair breadth, and not miss.” Several ancient writers
tell us that the skill was taught from an early age. A mother would set
her son’s breakfast on a post at a distance, until the stone struck it off.
There must have been many hungry boys!

However, the story in Judges is a sad one. It appears that the tribe
of Benjamin were hiding some of their own men who had committed a
great sin. These wicked men had surrounded the house of a man who,
with his wife, had sought a night’s lodging in Gibeah of Benjamin. The
Benjamites had forced his wife and cruelly abused her all night, so
much so that she died. The men of Benjamin were guilty of both
adultery and murder.

The rest of the children of Israel sent a plea to the Benjamites to
deliver up these men to justice. They refused. In fact, they gathered
themselves together to go out to battle against the children of Israel. By
harbouring these wicked men they were attempting to prevent the course
of justice.

Now these seven hundred left-handed slingers were of the tribe of
Benjamin. Why so many were found in this tribe we do not know.
(How strange, when Benjamin means ‘A son of my right hand!”) But
though they had been given this special skill, they used it to fight against
their brethren. What a help they could have been to the children of
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Israel, but instead they used their talents to fight against them.

There are many lessons in this twentieth chapter of Judges. Twice
the children of Israel, with vastly superior numbers, went to battle
against the Benjamites. However, the Benjamites won, and the children
of Israel lost many thousands of men. The children of Israel took it for
granted they would win. After all, were they not fighting a just cause?
Surely God would give them the victory!

It was not until they went to the house of God, and humbled
themselves in true sorrow and repentance for their sin that God gave
them the victory. The city of Gibeah was destroyed with fire.

Perhaps we could spend a few moments thinking about left-
handedness. Some time ago, an international group of scientists, led by
a team from the Wellcome Trust Centre for Human Genetics at the
University of Oxford, discovered a gene called LRRTMI that increases
the ‘chance’ of being left-handed. Although little is known about
LRRTMI, the Oxford team suspected that it modifies the development
of asymmetry in the human brain. Asymmetry is an important feature of
the human brain, with the left side usually controlling speech and
language, and the right side controlling emotion. In left-handed people
this pattern is often reversed. Scientists now recognise the importance
of understanding why people use one hand or the other to write, eat or
throw a ball.

About 10% of people are left-handed, according to expert estimates,
whilst others are mixed-handed, changing hands according to the task
carried out. What causes people not to favour their right hand is only
partly due to genetics - even identical twins, who have 100% of the
same genes, do not always have the same handedness.

My own father-in-law (Mr. Oliver Pearce - some of you will
remember him) was left-handed, but as a child was, rather cruelly,
forced to write with his right hand. This left him with some of the most
unusual writing we have ever seen. We used to say his letter ‘O’ was
rather like an old fashioned threepenny-bit. In those days, left-
handedness was seen as an affliction to be cured. True, there must be
many difficulties to overcome - there is seldom a pair of left-handed
scissors lying around, and we understand tin-openers are another
problem.

We do not know why God, in creating man, has caused some to be
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left-handed. However, we can be sure that there was some wise purpose
in it. Our own theory, certainly just a personal view, is that if all of
mankind were right-handed the left hand might become exceedingly
weak. There may be other wise reasons why this is so, known only to
our Creator. We do remember hearing that in a perfect string quartet the
viola player should be left-handed! Another left-handed person told us
recently that he felt he was better able to use the touchpad on a laptop
than a right-handed person. It is not just dexterity, but a question also
of strength. To test this, we suggest you try to mash potatoes with the
opposite hand - you will soon find how much weaker that hand is.

MENSA, the organisation for exceptionally intelligent people, says
that 20% of its members are left-handed - double the number you would
expect. With the exception of George Bush the last five presidents of
the US have all been left-handed!

Leaving all this aside, the point laid on our mind is this: if God has
given us a skill, a particular talent, how we should strive to use it in a
way that honours God. In the last edition of Perception, we mentioned
the French musician Goudimel who set to music the French Psalms.
What a blessing his gift was to the church of God in France. But what
sin and evil we see in the music industry at large, even though many are
so gifted in music.

Many people may feel they have no particular skills; in fact, they
may feel to be very insignificant, or even hopeless, compared to others.
But it may be that their skills are of a different nature. Are they to be
the person to say a kind word? or perhaps to give a welcoming smile?
My own Pastor often says, The world may not understand the doctrine
of election, but it understands a kind word. It may be that you are the
one who quietly works behind the scenes, a back-room boy (or girl) as
we call them. These people are so useful, not there in the public eye,
but willing to turn their hand to whatever needs doing.

In our nature there is that awful heart pride, with its desire to be
seen, its desire to be recognised. This is something the Lord tells us He
hates (see Proverbs 8. 13). How the Lord Jesus warned against it,
speaking of those who “love to pray . . . that they may be seen of men”
(Matthew 6. 6).

The Apostle Paul recognised that in the church there were those of
whom others had but little opinion. They were ‘nobodies’ as we say.
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Paul calls them those “who are least esteemed in the church” (1 Cor. 6.
4). These people were thought by others to have no particular gifts. But
Paul says that when difficulties arose, when it was necessary to judge
the actions of others, these were the people to be asked to judge the
matter. In them was found wisdom from an unexpected quarter.

Again, the Apostle Paul, writing to the Corinthians, refers to some
who were “helps.” These certainly had no great gifts. But of what value
they were. HELPS. Reading through church histories we have come
across some who had great gifts but instead of being a help they proved
to be nothing but a hindrance to the cause of God. How much better to
be a humble “help” than a hindrance!

I expect many of you somewhere on your bookshelves will have a
copy of Cruden’s Concordance. Alexander Cruden took on the task
single-handedly of compiling a thorough
concordance of the Authorised Version of
the Bible. Cruden worked alone in his
lodgings. He wrote out the whole thing by
{ hand. The AV has 777,746 words, all of
which needed to be put in their proper
place. He wrote explanatory remarks on
many of the words. Can we imagine the
work involved in a project of this
magnitude? But if I were to tell you this
man was really mentally afflicted you may

for madness. He did the most bizarre and
incomprehensible things. He proposed to
women he had not even met. He petitioned the King to appoint him
‘Corrector of the People’ - an office unknown to the British government.
For an hour he admonished brawling soldiers not to swear, hitting them
each periodically on the head with a shovel!

Could God use such a man as this? It would probably be true to say
that no-one in his right mind would ever have contemplated such an
undertaking as preparing a concordance. But in spite of his madness,
Cruden had talents that could be made use of, and God helped him to
complete his mammoth task. What a blessing and how useful has his
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Concordance been, and still is, to all Bible readers. The great preacher
Spurgeon once wrote: “This half-crazy Alexander Cruden did more for
the Church than all the Doctors of Divinity and
Doctors of Law who ever existed.”

Well, there is one thing all of us can do.
X We can pray about it. “Lord, what wilt Thou
8| have me to do?” is a very good prayer indeed.

: We need the Lord to direct us into paths of
usefulness, in what ever sphere He may be
pleased to direct.

Some years ago, on our trips to the local
shopping mall, there was a department store
(now closed) with a restaurant where we often
called in for a snack. I shall never the forget
the young man who cleared the tables. He had an infirmity of some
kind that made all his movements awkward, and he obviously had what
today we would call ‘learning difficulties.” But were ever tables cleaned
like his! This young man put all his limited skills into doing his small
part in running the restaurant to the very best of his ability.

He reminded me of the days of Nehemiah gz
when the broken-down walls of Jerusalem &
were being rebuilt. We are given the names of
many of the men who were responsible for #
repairing sections of the wall. No doubt they #
each did a good job according to their ability, %,
but there was one man singled out by the Holy ***

Spirit for special mention: “Baruch the son of The walls of Jerusalem
Zabbai earnestly repaired the other piece” (Nehemiah 3.20). What a lot
this little adverb earnestly tells us about the man. How he put his heart
and soul into this important work! Itis a similar word to heartily: “And
whatsoever ye do, do it Aeartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men”
Colossians 3. 23.

May we be given grace to do the same, both in the things of God,
and in our secular callings - regardless of whether our talents (as given
to us by God) are small or great.

With greetings and best wishes to you all.
The Editor

ALEXANDER CRIDEN, A,
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DOUGLAS EDWARD BRADFORD
(CONTINUED FROM WINTER 2014 PAGE 15)

Case laid before Ministry of Pensions

I'laid my case before the Ministry of Pensions under “War Disabled
Officers” who seemed to give me some hope of a little help. I was
requested to obtain an Eye Specialist’s certificate, also evidence from
the Admiral in charge of submarines as to my service, which I promised
to do.

I can never forget the feeling of calm repose given at this time and
could leave the issue of all this in the hands of the dear Redeemer and
I believe a willingness was given to leave my unknown, and, certainly
at this time, dark, future in the hands of my Covenant God.

I duly obtained the required certificates which were as follows:

Admiralty S.W.

Lieutenant D. E. Bradford, R.N.R. served for
four years in submarines during the time I was in
charge of the Submarine Service.

In March, 1919 he was invalided out of the
Service.

He was continually in oversea submarines on
the enemy coast under the most trying conditions
of service whilst the casualties were very heavy.

There can be little doubt that, in common with
so many others, his health and eyesight have been
permanently affected as a direct result of the
continual strain which service in these vessels
entailed.

Lieut. Bradford was perfectly fit when he
joined and did excellent service. I have no
hesitation in recommending his case as one
deserving of very special consideration.

28 December, 1921
S. S. Hall
Rear Admiral
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Admiralty S.W.

Lieut. D.E. Bradford, R. N. R. served under my
orders on active service during the war.

During the time he was with me, he showed
himself to be an able, zealous and efficient
officer.

The work carried out by the submarines in the
Harwich flotilla was more strenuous and dangerous
than that of any other flotilla and the losses
were much greater. It consequently imposed a
very heavy strain on all those who continued
serving in this flotilla as did Lieut. Bradford.

I understand he was invalided out of the
service and has his eyesight permanently
affected. There is no doubt that the excessive
strain he underwent for so long was the primary
cause and I strongly feel that his case 1is
deserving of very sympathetic consideration.

14 December, 1921 A.K. Waistell Rear Admiral

31 Weymouth Street
Portland Place, W.1.

This is to certify that Lieut. D. E. Bradford,
who formerly had perfect sight, 1is becoming
myopic and astigmatic.

As this has supervened upon his periscopic
work whilst in a submarine, it is, in my opinion,
possible and probable that his present eye
disability has been largely due, if not solely
caused, by the strain upon his eyesight and
constitution whilst on active service.

12 July 1921

Stroud Hosford, F.R.C.S. Hon. Surgeon
Royal Eye Hospital

I duly sent these three certificates to the Ministry of Pensions
(disabled Ex-Service Officers), who eventually awarded me with a
temporary pension of £85 per annum.
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Seeking employment

Being married, and with my first child under three years, this
amount would not take us very far, and I should have to find work.
Things were very bad in the nation with much unemployment and post-
war unrest. I was given a willing spirit to do anything or go anywhere
if only I could find honest work.

I searched the Press every day to this end and one morning I saw
there was an advertisement for an Ex-Service Officer to travel. An
address in London was given, to which I proceeded. It was a newly-
started firm in Chancery Lane to travel on a commission basis in ladies’
blouses. At first my whole soul revolted against this, and all my pride
(which I thought grace had subdued) rose up. However I soon saw this
was wrong. I told the manager I had no experience but he said he was
willing to give me a trial.

I started out the next day with a large case stuffed full with these
garments. Very little success did I have, and after walking round
London all day, weary and depressed was my condition. After about a
month [ was out of pocket and realised it was useless to continue and so
gave in my resignation.

Soon after this I heard of an engineering firm in London who
wanted Ex-Service men to operate acetylene plants to harden the
tramway lines. On application I found this meant night work; however,
I agreed to give it a trial. Work started at midnight and lasted until 5
a.m., during which hours the trams were off the road. I soon found it
impossible to carry on as I could not sleep by day, so after about two
months I gave it up.

I tried to cast my burden upon the Lord and
sustaining grace was given. I lived very near the
Lord in those days and read much of Doctor Gill
and Owen and other Puritan writers. The
immortal coal heaver (William Huntington) was
often my companion, and one of his writings was
made a word of caution respecting the ministry.
His subject was the running of Ahimaaz and §
Cushi to inform King David of the death of
Absalom. Cushi ran with tidings. And Joab said
to Cushi, “Go tell the king what thou hast seen.”  wirtiam Huntington
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But Ahimaaz said to Joab, “Let me, I pray thee, also run after Cushi.”
And Joab said "Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast
no tidings ready?” I said, “Lord, don’t let me run before I am sent,” and
that request was heard.

In October, 1921 I obtained employment with the Daily News as a
Supervisor of a party of canvassers. The work consisted in going round
from door to door in outer London to obtain readers for this newspaper,
and those who registered were covered by a very comprehensive
insurance scheme. This work lasted about six months. [ was now once
more thrown upon the kind providence of God. My pension was now
reduced to £1 per week, and with a wife and child to keep a heavy cloud
hung over me. I seemed to obtain a little help from dear Mr. Cowper's
hymn:

“Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.”

Also at this time I was reading Mr. Huntington’s Bank of Faith
which seemed to be an encouragement to watch the
§ Lord’s hand to open a door for me. A very dear friend at
| the chapel where I attended seemed to take a great
| interest in my case and said I reminded him of Joseph,
. and felt God was with me and would in due time appear
on my behalf. Years after his words proved to be true
and he was the very instrument that was to be used.

Employment offered by one of the Deacons

About May 1922, after a week-night service at chapel, one of the
Deacons spoke to me. He was a Master Builder and he said he had heard
that I was seeking employment and that he could give me work but felt
I deserved something better than he could offer me, and had hesitated
in approaching me. I remarked it was very kind of him to think of me,
but feared I had no qualifications in his line of business, to which he
replied, “Can you drive?” [ answered, “Yes”, at the same time
wondering what was in his mind. “Well,” he said, “I have bought
another lorry. Will you drive it? It will be hard work and I feel you are
too much of a gentleman for such work, and thus my hesitation in
asking you.”
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I'thought of dear William Huntington, humping coal from barges on
to the Thames-side Wharfand dear Charles James in the Shropshire coal
mines, both raised up to preach the everlasting Gospel of the grace of
God. He went on talking for a little while but I hardly knew what he
said as inwardly I was trying to ask the Lord for a word of direction and
decision, and most wonderfully the words came:

“I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness” (Isaiah 41. 10). Then I heard
my friend’s voice saying, “Don’t decide now, just think it over,” to
which I answered, “I can decide now. I accept and believe strength will
be given.” He looked surprised but said, “I believe it will be so,” and
for four long years I proved it was so.

A remarkable experience

About a month after starting the aforesaid work, I had a remarkable
experience. [ woke in the early hours of the morning with these words:
“A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse” (Song 4. 12). I did not
seem to take much notice of this and fell asleep again, but ere much
time had elapsed I was again awakened with the same words but this
time much more powerfully and arresting. I now lay awake for some
considerable time thinking over this and wondering if it was the voice
of Godtome. As far as [ could remember I had never read these words
but felt they were the voice of Christ to His spouse, His church, but the
question was, Were they for me? In thus musing again sleep overtook
me, but wonder of wonders when I again woke up the same words, “A
garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse,” and I had no doubt it was the
voice of my Beloved to unworthy me. I was given wisdom to keep this
experience to myself and deal with God only.

These words were almost like a dream to me as they came in the
night watches and like Joseph’s, they were to be tried, as we read in
relation to his remarkable dream (which was the word of God to him):
“Until the time that his word came: the word of the Lord tried him”
Psalm 105. 19. It was many years (not less than twenty) that Joseph had
to wait for the fulfilment of this word, like Jacob before him also. I do
not presume to put my little experience on a par with these gracious
characters, nevertheless I had to wait for over twenty years for the
unfolding of the word given, as I will try to show later on.
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What a strength this promise was to me at this time in my
employment. I had to take long journeys with heavy loads of building
materials. No comforts like drivers have today! The driving cab open
except for a top covering, no heaters, no self-starters, no pneumatic
tyres, no batteries and consequently just oil lights. Strange as it may
seem [ was not unhappy, as [ was alone with God.

The Word confirmed

But to return. I now had to plead with God that He would confirm
this wonderful word. As I have already mentioned, I had to take long
journeys which meant it was not often I could get to the evening
services at chapel. It was about four weeks after the gracious Spirit had
applied these words to my soul that during the day they seemed
remarkably renewed and opened up. Doctor Watts” words in his hymn
dealing with the Church as the “garden” of Christ (Gadsby’s Hymns
363) were very sweet especially verse 2:

“Like trees of myrrh and spice we stand,
Planted by God the Father’s hand;
And all His springs in Zion flow
To make the young plantation grow.”

What a sweet hope there seemed to be that such a one as myself was
a plant of my Heavenly Father’s planting. During this day I seemed to
have such a desire to get to the service in the evening, and to this end I
asked the Lord to help me through my work. I did not get home very
early and knew if I was to be at the chapel in time, I should have to go
without changing my clothes, which I did. The minister was in prayer
so I did not go in but stood at the door and listened.

The first words I heard him say in his supplication were, “May we
be as a garden inclosed.” To write what the effect these words were to
me is impossible! I can only say my soul stood still in holy awe and
expectation. After the prayer I crept into the back scat. The hymn being
sung, the minister said, “I desire as helped to speak from the first clause
in the twelfth verse of the fourth chapter of the Song of Solomon: ‘A
garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse’.” This almost overcame me as
I realised that this was an answer to my request that the Lord would
confirm this word to my soul. The text was very nicely opened up, it
being pointed out this was a special love message from Christ the
Bridegroom to His Bride (spouse) and it was the marriage bond that
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neither time nor eternity could separate. How this also confirmed the
word given to me when I came before the church, that nothing (as laid
out in Romans 8. 38, 39) “shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

I came out of the service during the last hymn feeling too full to
speak to anyone. I now asked the Lord if there was anything else that
might be interpreted from this wonderful message to my soul. Had it
any application to my exercise in regard to the ministry which was much
in my mind? Would He give me some indication that my thoughts in
this solemn matter were from Him, or for ever dismiss them from my
mind?

Conveys the experience to his Pastor

I'thought it would be a kindness and an encouragement to my Pastor
to tell him of this experience, as evidently the Lord had used him as an
instrument to confirm the word to me. Well, one evening I summed up
courage to call upon him. The Lord took away all fear of man and I was
enabled, as everything was fresh in my mind and the sweetness of the
visit was still with me, to speak freely. My Pastor seemed very
impressed and thought it a very remarkable and clear confirmation.
After a little more conversation, he suddenly looked at me and said, “I
believe the Lord is going to enclose you for Himself.” Not being clear
as to what was in his mind I asked what he meant and he said, “For the
ministry” and added, “but keep that to yourself, and watch the Lord’s
hand in the matter. It may be a long time unfolding” (indeed it was 23
years) “and you will have much to learn to qualify you for such a
solemn office.” No further remarks were made, he asked no questions
as to my thoughts on the matter, and I said nothing, and kept my secret
to myself.

Felt unfitness for the ministry

I can never forget my journey home that night and the cogitations
of my mind. I tried to tell the Lord what a poor, weak, nervous creature
I was - so unfit to speak in public. Also my unfitness for so sacred an
office. Nevertheless I knew the Lord called sinners to preach to sinners.
I resolved more than ever now that, as helped, I would never give the
slightest clue to my “thoughts of heart.” I felt it would be a mistrust of
God, and like Samson, in a discovering of our secrets to others, instead
of waiting for the Lord to lay it on the minds of His people. I wanted
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more evidence of a more distinct call of God.

Soon after this experience the words of the inspired apostle Peter
seemed to be much with me: “Beloved, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you.” I concluded from this that what the Lord had done
for me was to be tried, but how or in what way [ was perfectly ignorant.
I tried to ask that whatever it was I might be given grace to “resist
steadfast in the faith.”

Journey to Maidstone

I have already mentioned that I had to take long journeys in my
lorry. One of these was to Preston Hall, Maidstone, where my master
was building a chapel and, as he did quite a lot of this class of work, I
did not give much heed to this particular building. I went down to this
place quite often with loads of material and on one occasion had to
collect from a firm in London some goods which were to be very
carefully handled. Amongst these were silver candlesticks, candles,
wine cups, chalices and ornaments of the virgin Mary. As I drove away
it crossed my mind - what had images of the Virgin Mary to do with a
chapel? Perhaps there was a mistake and I had been given the wrong
consignment, so | pulled up and consulted the invoice, which to my
great amazement said for the “R.C. chapel, Maidstone.”

I'shall never forget this journey down to Maidstone and the solemn
thought that passed through my mind. God had shown me most clearly
by the Scriptures that popery was the great “Anti-Christ” and the pope
was the “man of sin ... the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God” (I
Thess. 2. 4.).

As a professing Christian I knew the Word of God exhorted me to
have nothing to do with that blasphemous “harlot church” and the words
came very solemnly into my mind - “Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you” (Il Cor. 6. 17). This convinced me that I
must have nothing more to do with this contract and must tell my
master, even though it might mean the end of my employment. But my
Heavenly Master spoke to me with these words - “But he that denieth
me before men shall be denied before the angels of God” (Luke 12. 9).
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The outcome

I thought about my employer, how solemn was the position. We
were both members of a Strict Baptist Chapel in London, and he held
the solemn office of a Deacon. He had certainly been kind to me and I
respected him, but my conscience told me I must not let this stand in the
way of being faithful.

It was with some trepidation when next morning I asked to see my
master, but mercifully while waiting all fear of man was taken away.
He received me kindly and asked after my family and then said, “What
can I do for you?” Itold him very briefly the exercise of my mind and
added that I could no longer take any material to the Roman Catholic
Chapel that he was building, and as I spoke his face went ashen grey.
There was a pause after which he said: “Oh, the job is not mine, my
manager quoted for it.” I said, “It’s in your name and I have seen you
on the site” to which he made no reply. Another pause and then, “What
do you want me to do?”’ to which I said, “My conscience will no longer
permit me to carry goods to this temple of Satan.”

After this I quite expected to be given a week’s notice, but his reply
to this was, “I respect your honesty and would not have you do anything
against the dictates of your conscience. 1 will give instructions that you
are no longer to be sent to this job. Let it be the end of the matter.” I
thanked him but added, “I fear this will not be the end,” and it was not.
Through another source the whole matter came to light and before the
Church. A Church Meeting was called but my master did not appear
before them, and the Church withdrew from him.

Painful indeed was this experience to me being so young in the way
and equally so to have to record it.

TO BE CONTINUED

MATTHEW HENRY

The great preacher and Bible commentator was not in favour of long
sermons. He once said: “If it be good, it need not be long. If it be bad,
it must not be long.” He had the gift of expressing much in a few words.
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THE WONDERS OF CREATION: WATER
Frank Hayden

There are many things in our world that the Lord has created for our
benefit, and among these are the following:

1 The perfect distance of our sun from the earth so that we have
warmth without being baked.

2 The gravitational effect of the moon in causing tides which prevent

the vast oceans becoming stagnant.

The salt content of the oceans that provides a cleansing affect.

4 The canopy of the ozone layer in the stratosphere some 20 to 30
kilometres above the earth. This layer shields us from 97 to 99%
of the ultraviolet light from the sun that, if it were allowed to reach
the earth’s surface, would severely damage all life.

(O8]

The evolutionists would tell us that all these factors came about by
pure chance. But there is one thing that I would set before you which is
virtually impossible to judge as being by chance because it is practically
unique. Irefer to the fact that the most abundant liquid on the earth, i.e.
water, is the same as other substances in that it becomes more dense as
it comes colder - BUT, only down to four degrees Celsius. Mercury, for
example, expands as the temperature rises, thus causing the
thermometer to read a higher temperature, and contracts when the
temperature falls. This is the case for most liquids throughout the liquid
state.

At four degrees Celsius water becomes less dense. As it cools
below this temperature, ice floats on water, as is exhibited by floating
icebergs. Now what are the consequences of this phenomenon? If
water continued to increase in density as it froze, the ice would sink, and
in cold weather all the lakes and the seas would gradually freeze from
the bottom up and continue to do so, killing all aquatic life. Asitis, all
ice is formed on the surface of the water because it is /ess dense than the
water underneath and it actually provides an insulating jacket.
Considering that some 70% of the world is covered with water, and
contains billions of living creatures, one can only stand amazed that the
Lord brought about this wonderful design feature in nature to preserve
life. Only God could have made this happen because there is no
evolutionary cause involved.
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THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM
The Fourth Point - Irresistible Grace

CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM

John Calvin 1509-1564 Jacobus Arminius 1560-1609
The Fourth of the Five Points | The Fourth of the Five Points
of Calvinism of Arminianism
Irresistible Grace Resistible Grace
When God calls the elect, they God'’s call can be resisted and
cannot resist the call salvation rejected

In many ways the doctrine of irresistible grace is the doctrine most
difficult to ‘defend’, if ‘defend’ is the right word at all. (God’s Word
never needs defending.) There are many texts quoted by the Arminians
that appear to support the view that God’s call can be resisted and
rejected. Here are a few examples:

“I have called, and ye refused” (Prov. 1. 24).
*  “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” (Acts 7. 51).

*  “How often would I have gathered thy children together... and ye
would not” (Mat. 23. 37).

*  “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men” (Titus 2. 11).
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From this, says the Arminian, we can see that God offers salvation
to all men, and man must then make his own choice. He must either
receive or reject Christ. After all, does not John 1. 12 say, “As many as
received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God.”
Yes, God offers salvation to all men.

But how wrongly Arminianism puts salvation in the power of man.

“Have you any room for Jesus -
He who bore your load of sin?
As He knocks and asks admission,
Sinner, will you let Him in?

That man’s free will can limit the Spirit in the application of
Christ’s saving work makes man more powerful than almighty God.
Until the sinner responds, the Spirit cannot give life. The Lord Jesus
said to the Sadducees: “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” The
Arminian does not see that in the Scriptures the term ‘call,” or ‘calling,’
or ‘called,’ is used in two senses. One denotes an external, the other an
internal, call. In Matthew 20. 16 we read, “For many be called, but few
chosen.” This is an external call. In Romans 8. 30 we read, “Whom He
did predestinate, them He also called.” This is an internal call.

Scripture makes it plain that it is God who starts the work. The
Lord Jesus said, “Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you” (John
15. 16). The Apostle James said, “Of His own will begat He us with the
Word of truth.” This work of regeneration is irreversible. It can never
be lost, as it is “hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3. 3). God Himself'is the
preserver of it. He is the author and finisher of it (see Heb. 12. 2).

“No, it was not the will of man
My soul’s new heavenly birth began;
Nor will nor power of flesh and blood
That turned my heart from sin to God.”

When God calls, it is not a proposition to be received or rejected,
but rather:

“The appointed time rolls on apace,
Not to propose, but call by grace:
To change the heart, renew the will,
And turn the feet to Zion’s hill.”
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Site of Calvin’s House in Geneva showing proximity
to St. Pierre’s Cathedral where Calvin preached daily.

The doctrinal system of Calvinism stands or falls as a whole. All
five points are related. For example, if one believes in the doctrine of
election, it is impossible to believe that God’s call to any of His elect
people can finally be rejected. Mr. J. H. Gosden, in his book What
Gospel Standard Baptists Believe, wrote: “If the initial step in the
recovery of man from his dreadful fall and alienation from his Creator
is attributable to the free choice of the sinner’s will, then all Scripture
doctrine falls to the ground.”

We firmly believe that all God’s predestinated people will be
irresistibly called and finally saved. Not one will be lost. “All that the
Father giveth me shall come to me; and Him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out,” said the Lord Jesus. At another time He spoke of
His sheep, for whom He laid down His life. “Them also I must bring,
and they shall hear My voice.” Note the word ‘must.” “I MUST bring.”
“And they SHALL hear my voice.” No man can resist the mighty power
of God when put forth in the salvation of sinners.
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As we consider these wonderful truths, may we never forget that
they came at a cost:

“But none of the ransomed ever knew
How deep were the waters crossed,
Nor how dark was the night the Lord passed through
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.”

The Church of England, in its Article 17 on Predestination and
Election, declares it to be “full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable
comfort to godly persons.” So, too, is the doctrine of irresistible grace.

And in case any fear their name might be left out, think over hymn
no. 333 in the Young People’s Hymnal. We personally know of one
godly deacon and one young girl to whom it was much blessed.

“If I ask Him to receive me,
Will He say me nay?
‘Not till earth, and not till heaven,
Pass away.””

There can be no more encouraging text than this: “I will in no wise
cast out.” Blessed be God.

Calvin as a young man Calvin as an old man
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THE SMITHFIELD MARTYRS

Last quarter we gave a general account of Smithfield and the martyrs
commemorated in this area. This quarter we give an account of the
second martyr mentioned on the plaque on nearby Bart’s Hospital.

JOHN BRADFORD (adapted from Foxe’s Book of Martyrs)

Birth

John Bradford was born at Manchester in Lancashire. His parents
brought him up in learning from his infancy, until he attained such
knowledge in the Latin tongue, and skill in writing, that he was able to
gain his own living in some honest employment.

He became servant to Sir John Harrington, a treasurer to King
Henry the Eighth, and King Edward the Sixth. Harrington had such
experience of John Bradford’s skill in writing, and also of his faithful
trustiness, that he used his faithful service above all others.

But the Lord, who had pre-ordained him to preach the gospel of
Christ, called this, his chosen child, to an understanding and partaking
of the same gospel. For then Bradford did leave his worldly affairs and,
after a just account was given to his master of all his doings, he departed
from him; and gave himself wholly to the study of the Holy Scriptures.

Leaves London for Cambridge

To accomplish his purpose the better, he departed from London and
went to the university of Cambridge. His diligence in study, his
profiting in knowledge and godly conversation, so pleased all men, that
within one whole year after that he had been there, the university did
give him the degree of a master of arts.

Immediately after, the master and fellows of Pembroke Hall did
give him a fellowship in their college with them: yea, that man of God,
Martin Bucer, so liked him, that he oftentimes exhorted him to exercise
his talent in preaching. Unto which Bradford answered always, that he
was unable to serve in that office through want of learning. To the
which Bucer replied, “If thou have not the finest manchet bread [eaten
only by the rich], yet give the poor people barley bread, or whatsoever else
the Lord hath committed unto thee.”

While Bradford was thus persuaded to enter into the ministry, Dr.
Ridley, that worthy bishop of London, and, later, glorious martyr of
Christ, called him to take the degree of a deacon. This being done, he
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obtained for him a licence to preach, and did give him a prebend in his
cathedral church of St. Paul’s.

In this preaching office, by the space of three years, how faithfully
Bradford walked, and how diligently he laboured. Sharply he reproved
sin, sweetly he preached Christ crucified, earnestly he persuaded to
godly life.

Death of godly young King Edward

After the death of blessed young King Edward the Sixth, when
Queen Mary had gotten the crown, still continued Bradford diligent in
preaching, until he was unjustly deprived of his office, and his liberty,
by the Queen Mary and her council.

The circumstances were these: on the thirteenth of August 1553, in
the first year of the reign of Queen Mary, the popish priest, Master
Bourn, then bishop of Bath, preached a sermon at Paul’s Cross in
London, setting forth popery abroad, that it moved the people to no
small indignation, being almost ready to pull him out of the pulpit.
Neither could the reverence of the place, nor the presence of Bishop
Bonner, nor commands of the mayor of London, whom the people ought
to have obeyed, stay their rage.

At length Master Bourn, seeing
the people in such a mood, and
| himselfin such peril, (whereof he was
sufficiently warned by the hurling of
a drawn dagger at him, as he stood in
the pulpit,) and that he was put from
ending his sermon, fearing lest
(against his will) he should there end
his wretched life, desired Bradford,
= who stood in the pulpit behind him, to

4 come forth, and to stand in his place
{ and speak to the people.

Good Bradford, at his request,
was content so to do, and there spake
to the people of godly and quiet
obedience: whom, as soon as the

: s & people saw him, so glad they were to
Bradford appeasing the riot ~ hear him, that they cried with a great
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shout, “Bradford, Bradford; God save thy life, Bradford!” - well
declaring not only what affection they bare unto him, but also what
regard they gave unto his words.

After that he had preached a little unto them, eftsoons [13th C - soon
after] all the raging ceased, and in the end each man quietly departed to
his house. Yet in the mean while (for it was a long time before that so
a great multitude could all depart) Bourn thought himself not yet full
sure of his life till he were safely housed, notwithstanding that the
mayor and sheriffs of London were there at hand to help them.
Wherefore he desired Bradford not to depart from him till he were in
safety: which Bradford, according to his promise, performed. For while
the mayor and sheriffs did lead Bourn to the schoolmaster’s house,
which was next to the pulpit, Bradford went at his back, shadowing him
from the people with his gown, and so set him safe.

The multitude that remained behind, were not a little grieved in
their minds that so good a man as Bradford should save the life of such
a popish priest who so openly railed against King Edward. One
gentleman among them said these words: “Ah Bradford, Bradford, thou
savest him that will help to burn thee. If it were not for thee, I would
assuredly run him through with my sword.”

Preaches at the Bow Church
The same Sunday in the afternoon, Bradford
| preached at the Bow Church in Cheapside, and

reproved the people sharply for their behaviour. [The
church of Bradford’s day was destroyed in the great fire of
London, and rebuilt to a design by Christopher Wren. St.
Mary-le-Bow is the church of ‘Oranges and Lemons’ fame.]

Three days after, he was sent for to the Tower of
London, where the queen then was, to appear there
' before the council. There they objected against him
for preaching. By them he was committed first to the
Tower, then unto other prisons, where he remained
. until by death (which he suffered for Christ’s cause),
. he obtained the heavenly liberty, of which neither pope
nor papist could ever deprive him.

From the Tower he came to the King’s Bench in
Southwark: and after his condemnation, he was sent to

St. Mary-le-Bow
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the Compter in the Poultry in London. In these two places, for the time
he remained a prisoner, he preached twice a day continually, unless
sickness hindered him. Here also the sacrament was often ministered.
The keepers so well did bear with him, that commonly his chamber was
well nigh filled with good folks attending. Preaching, reading, and
praying was his whole life.

The Poultry Compter prison. A
contemporary account describes the
prison: “the mixture of scents that
arose from mundungus (an offensive
dark Spanish tobacco), foul feet, dirty
shirts, stinking breaths, and uncleanly
carcases, poisoned our nostrils far
worse than a Southwark ditch, a
tanner’s yard, or a tallow-chandler’s
melting-room. Theill-looking inmates,
with long, rusty beards, swaddled up
in rags, and their heads covered with
thrum-caps or thrust into the tops of
old stockings.

He did not eat above one meal a
day; which was but very little when he took it; and his continual study
was upon his knees. In the midst of dinner he used often to muse with
himself, having his hat over his eyes, from whence came commonly
plenty of tears dropping on his plate.

Very gentle he was to man and child, and in so good credit with the
prison keeper, that he had licence, upon his promise to return again that
night, to go into London without any keeper to visit one that was sick,
lying by the Still-yard. Neither did he fail his promise, but returned to
his prison again, so constant was he in word and in deed.

Of personage he was somewhat tall and slender, spare of body, of
a faint sanguine colour, with an auburn beard. He slept not commonly
above four hours in the night; and in his bed, till sleep came, his book
went not out of his hand. His chief recreation was in honest company,
and comely talk, wherein he would spend a little time after dinner at the
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table; and so to prayer and his book again. He counted that hour not
well spent, wherein he did not some good, either with his pen, study, or
in exhorting others. Commonly once a week he visited the thieves,
pick-purses, and such others that were with him in prison, unto whom
he would give godly exhortation, to learn the amendment of their lives.
And, after that, he would distribute among them some portion of money
to their comfort.

Troubled by dreams

The night before Bradford was had to Newgate, which was the
Saturday night, he was sore troubled divers times in his sleep by dreams,
how the chain for his burning was brought to the Compter gate. He
dreamed moreover that the next day, being Sunday, he should be had to
Newgate, and on the Monday burned in Smithfield; as indeed it came to
pass.

Now he, being vexed with this dream, about three o‘clock in the
morning he waked him that lay with him, and told him his unquiet sleep,
and what he was troubled withal. Then, after a little talk, Master
Bradford rose out of the bed, and gave himself to his old exercise of
reading and prayer, as always he had used before; and at dinner,
according to his accustomed manner, he did eat his meat, and was very
merry, nobody being with him from morning to night, but he that lay
with him.

Heavy news

In the afternoon, as they two walked together in the keeper’s
chamber, suddenly the keeper’s wife came up, as one half amazed, and
seeming much troubled, being almost windless, said, “O Master
Bradford, I come to bring you heavy news.”

“What is that?” said he.

“Marry,” quoth she, “tomorrow you must be burned; and your chain
is now a buying, and soon you must go to Newgate.”

With that Master Bradford put off his cap, and lifting up his eyes to
heaven, said, “I thank God for it; [ have looked for the same a long time,
and therefore it cometh not now to me suddenly, but as a thing waited
for every day and hour; the Lord make me worthy thereof!”

And so, thanking her for her gentleness, he departed up into his
chamber, and called his friend with him. When he came thither,
Bradford went secretly himself alone a long time, and prayed: which



PERCEPTION: SPRING 2015 25

done, he came again to him that was in his chamber, and took him
divers writings and papers, and showed him his mind in those things
what he would have done.

After they had spent the afternoon till night in many and sundry
such things, at last came to him half a dozen of his friends more, with
whom all the evening he spent the time in prayer, and other good
exercise, so wonderfully, that it was marvellous to hear and see his
doings.

His prayer of farewell

A little before he went out of the Compter, he made a notable
prayer of farewell, with such plenty of tears, and abundant spirit of
prayer, that it ravished the minds of the hearers. Then he put on himself
a clean shirt that was made for his burning by one Master Walter
Marlar’s wife, who was a good nurse unto him, and his very good
friend.

At his departing out of the chamber, he made likewise a prayer, and
gave money to every servant and officer of the house, with exhortation
to them to fear and serve God. That done, he turned him to the wall and
prayed vehemently, that his words might not be spoken in vain, but that
the Lord would work the same in them effectually, for his Christ’s sake.

Then beneath in the court, all the prisoners cried out to him, and
bade him farewell, as the rest of the house had done before, with
weeping tears.

Carried to Newgate

They carried him to Newgate at about .
eleven or twelve o’clock in the night, when it £
was thought none would be stirring abroad:
and yet, contrary to their expectation in that
behalf, was there in Cheapside and other
places, (between the Compter and Newgate,) Fi
a great multitude of people that came to see e a i -
him, which most gently bade him farewell, Newgate prison
praying for him with most lamentable and
pitiful tears; and he again as gently bade them farewell, praying most
heartily for them and their welfare.

Now, whether it were a commandment from the queen and her
council, or from Bonner and his adherents, or whether it were merely
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devised of the lord mayor, aldermen, and sherifts of London, I cannot
tell; but a great noise there was over-night about the city by divers, that
Bradford should be burnt the next day in Smithfield, by four of the clock
in the morning, before it should be greatly known to any. In which
rumour, many heads had divers minds; some thinking the fear of the
people to be the cause thereof: others thought nay, that it was rather
because the papists judged his death would convert many to the truth,
and give a great overthrow to their kingdom. So some thought one
thing, and some another.

The next day, at the said hour of four o’clock in the morning, there
was in Smithfield such a multitude of men and women, that many
thought it was not possible that they could have warning of his death,
being so great number, in so short a time, unless it were by the singular
providence of Almighty God.

Well, this took not effect as the people
thought; for that morning it was nine o’clock
of the day, before Master Bradford was
brought into Smithfield; who, in going through
Newgate thitherward, spied a friend of his
whom he loved, standing on the side of the
way, unto whom he reached his hand over the
people, and plucked him to him, and delivered
to him from his head his velvet night-cap, and
¥ also his handkerchief, with other things

John Bradford Martyr besides.

And after a little secret talk with him, and
each of them parting from other, immediately came to him a brother-in-
law of his, called Roger Beswick, who, as soon as he had taken the said
Bradford by the hand, one of the sheriffs of London, called Woodrofe,
came with his staff, and brake the said Roger’s head, that the blood ran
about his shoulders; which sight Bradford beholding with grief, bade his
brother farewell, willing him to commend him to his mother and the rest
of his friends, and to get him to some surgeon betimes: so they,
departing, had little or no talk at all together.

Then was he led forth to Smithfield with a great company of
weaponed men, to conduct him thither, as the like was not seen at any
man’s burning: for in every corner of Smithfield there were some,
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besides those that stood about the stake.

Bradford then, being come to the place, fell flat to the ground,
secretly making his prayers to Almighty God. Then rising again, and
putting off his clothes unto his shirt, he went to the stake.

u\\ NSy
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The burning of John Bradford and John Leaf

As he was tied to the stake, he held up his hands, and lifted his eyes
to heaven, and said: “O England, England, repent thee of thy sin!
Beware of idolatry, beware of false Antichrists! Take heed they do not
deceive.” And there he suffered joyfully and constantly, with a young
man of twenty years of age, whose name was John Leaf, a prentice.

THE SAFE CHANNEL

A ship was passing along a dangerous stretch of coast where thousands
had made shipwreck. A passenger said to the captain, “I suppose you
know every rock and sandbar along this coast.” The captain, looking
earnestly at him, said, “I know where they are not.” Yes, in that lay the
safety of those who had committed their life to his keeping.
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THE LORD’S DAY - A MEDICAL POINT OF VIEW
by Professor Verna Wright, MD, FRCP

Professor Wright passed away in January 1998 at the age of 69. He
was a Professor of Rheumatology at Leeds University, and Co-Director
of the Bioengineering Group for the study of human joints. The Lord’s
Day Observance Society, some years before his death, published this
booklet on the medical aspect of Sabbath observance. We are indebted
to the Society for permission to print extracts from the booklet.
Obviously some references, particularly those relating to legislation,
are out of date.

‘Hurry, Worry, Bury’ has been the epitaph suggested for many
people in this 20th century.

The increasing number of patients taking tranquilizers; the rising
incidence of stress diseases; the frequency of attempted suicide, which
has reached epidemic proportions: all reflect sadly on our modern
society and demand an answer.

I have no doubt that a proper regard for the Lord’s Day would help
to ameliorate these problems. Speaking as a physician there are good
reasons physically, mentally and spiritually why we should set aside the
first day of the week as a special day to the Lord. The ancient promise
still holds true: “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon
the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy
father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it” (Isaiah 58. 13,14).

Physically

There are natural, in-built laws which govern human behaviour. An
obvious example is that you cannot continue to work without sleep
indefinitely. After a certain number of hours you fall asleep whatever
you are doing. In a torture situation, where people are forcibly kept
awake, there comes a breaking point when they crack up
catastrophically.

There are many examples of 24-hour cycles in the body (called
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circadian rhythms), showing the natural functioning of the body on a
daily basis. Your temperature varies by two degrees; many chemicals in
the blood stream alter in their concentration; and your ability to
concentrate fluctuates in a cyclical manner. You can test the last by
keeping awake all night - around 6 a.m. you begin to ‘wake up,” even
though you have not been asleep!

Similarly, there are weekly cycles. It is significant that the natural
split of the year is in lunar months (4 x 7 days) rather than calendar
months. From time to time societies have tried to extend the working
week to eight days or ten days. Each attempt has failed. The natural
variation is six days’ work, one day rest. The body cries out physically
one day in seven for rest and change.

At the University of Leeds we have measured for several months in
a working man the 17-oxogenic steroids in his urine. These chemicals
are breakdown products of the hormones from the adrenal gland. High
volumes occur with stress and activity. There was a weekly rhythm of
these chemicals in the urine. The lowest levels were on a Sunday. It is
not clear whether this was an inherent rhythm, or whether it was a
reflection of decreased stress and activity. Whichever it was, it
demonstrates the beneficial effect of a weekly day of rest.

This is one reason why responsible Union leaders are opposed to
Sunday trading. [Written 1980's] They recognise that their members need
a day of rest. Once legislation permits the opening of shops on a
Sunday as a general principle, storekeepers who do not wish to open
seven days a week will be forced to do so if they wish to remain
competitive. The burden of extra work will fall on the employees - not
only must this mean higher prices, but shop workers will be subjected
to even more unsocial hours and physical pressure. [Professor Wright’s
predictions have come to pass.]

Mentally
Said the poet:
“What is this life if full of care
We have no time to stand and stare?”

He appreciated that to get the best out of life we needed time to
relax mentally. We need time to unwind from the tensions of the week,
whether these are produced by the frustrations of a repetitious job, or by
the demands of an administrative position. Doctors have to treat many
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illnesses which are categorised as ‘stress diseases.” These include
peptic ulcer, muscular rheumatism, migraine, hypertension (raised blood
pressure), and coronary heart disease. Stress is not the only factor.
Very often there is a constitutional predisposition, shown by a family
history of the same condition. Nevertheless, as the sufferers are only too
well aware, stress plays an important part in precipitating attacks.
Animal experiments by Professor Hans Selye, a pathologist of Montreal,
have provided confirmatory evidence, suggesting that these stresses
affecting the mind produce many hormones from the adrenal glands, and
these in turn harm the body.

God’s provision of a day of rest helps to combat the harmful effects
of'a week of stress. The verse of Sir Matthew Hale, a former Lord Chief
Justice, remains even more true today than when first written:

A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content
And health for the toils of tomorrow;

But a Sabbath profaned, whate’er may be gained,
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.

As a University teacher I warn my students against over-studying
before exams and in particular advise them not to revise on Sundays.
The most striking and sad case we had was a student who worked
throughout Sunday, and took amphetamines to keep himself awake as
he remorselessly revised through the night. He sat down to the exam on
Monday and spent three hours covering sheet after sheet of paper with
nothing but his name.

The brain is an amazing computer which God has programmed to
need one day’s rest in seven. That is not a rash analogy. There is
suggestive evidence that most dreams are the computer ditching rubbish.
Your own experience will tell you that often the solution to a problem
comes when you have laid it on one side and you are relaxing - then out
of the blue the answer comes to your consciousness. The computer has
been working, uncluttered by the additional data and signals you are
trying to feed it. That is why Archimedes leapt out of his bath shouting
‘Eureka!” It was whilst relaxing in the warmth of the water that his
great principle came. Intense, single-minded, unremitting concentration
is not the best stimulus for creative thinking. We need that one in seven
time to set our mind on other things.
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Spiritually

To live as if man is just a body and a mind is to be guilty of
unutterable folly. It leads to futility and frustration. It has driven many
of the most ‘successful’ to suicide. It flies in the face of overwhelming
evidence. Man has a spiritual dimension to his nature. Indeed he is
distinct from the animal creation in being made in the image of God.
For his spiritual well-being he needs one day in seven to concentrate on
this vital aspect of his character. As Prince Charles commented in a
recent after dinner speech at the Royal College of Physicians, “We can
too easily forget that ‘healing’ and ‘holy’ come from the same root.”

Since God has made us He certainly knows what is best for us as
individuals and as a society. No one quibbles with the prohibition on
stealing, lying, coveting, murder, nor even with the command “Thou
shalt not commit adultery” despite our permissive age with its epidemic
of venereal disease and broken homes. Why then should we argue with
the command that we are to keep holy the Sabbath day?

A man told me it was needlessly restrictive. It is no more needless
than the law which forbids you to drive up the right hand side of the M1,
or to mainline with heroin for pleasurable purposes. Restrictions are
necessary for our welfare and the benefit of others. True freedom is not
the liberty to do what you like, but the ability to be what you were
meant to be and the power to do what you ought. Physically, mentally
and spiritually there are bounds within which we must live. Within that
fence we have an almost endless variety of possibilities for freedom. A
man said to me recently, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath. Surely that means man can do what he likes on a Sunday.”

May I illustrate the problem and solution in this way. [ am driving
along a clear road early one morning. As I approach a set of ‘keep left’
bollards, a child darts out from the pavement. The only way I can avoid
the child is to drive to the right of the bollards. I do so unhesitatingly
because the bollards were made for man, not man for the bollards. Yet
as a general rule I still keep to the left of the bollards. Jesus Himself
delineated the two clear areas of exception: works of necessity and
works of mercy. I will go into hospital to see a patient of mine who has
developed a medical problem on Sunday, but I will not accept
invitations to teach general practitioners taking postgraduate courses on
the Lord’s day.
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“But I thought we lived under grace, not under law,” another man
said to me. It is true that our salvation is entirely of grace. I may keep
the Sabbath meticulously, but it will not save me. I trust entirely on the
redeeming work of Christ upon the cross for my salvation, not pleading
a single good deed to merit God’s favour. Justification is by faith alone.

But that does not mean I ignore the law. Apart from being my
schoolmaster to lead me to Christ, it provides the guide rails for my
Christian living. Indeed the teaching of Jesus sharpens the law; it
doesn’t dispense with it. Adultery, says Jesus, is now in a look, not just
an act. Murder comes down to the harbouring of hatred in the heart.

Nevertheless, the motive for keeping the law is different. May I
illustrate again. I drove to a friend in Norfolk who lived in a stately
home. In the built-up areas I restricted my speed to 30 mph (especially
when [ saw a police car in my rear view mirror)! As I turned into the
drive leading up to the hall, no speed limit applied, since I was off the
main road. Nevertheless I kept well below 30 mph, because [ knew my
friend appreciated those who drove slowly through the grounds. Love
was an even more powerful influence in keeping me below the limit
than the law.

God has made it perfectly clear what He desires as far as the
Sabbath day is concerned. Out of love for Him I wish to obey.

Conclusion

From a medical point of view, one day set apart for rest and worship
is best for man physically, mentally and spiritually. The Creator God,
who made man in His own image, certainly had man’s welfare at heart
when from the beginning of creation He instituted the weekly Sabbath.
The fourth commandment underlined its importance. We ignore the
Sabbath at our peril. We keep it to our inestimable benefit.

“CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM”

It is well to know and feel that there stands on record the dear Lord’s
gracious command to cast all our care upon Him for that He careth for
us. How often we ‘cast’ it, but do not ‘leave’ it, there: as it were, rolling
it upon Him for the time being, but taking it away from Him, and
bearing it again just as before.

Canon Richard Hobson of Liverpool
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BURNING THE BUSHEL

A poor woman in the country went to hear a sermon wherein,
among other evil practices, the use of dishonest weights and measures
was exposed. With this discourse she was much affected.

The next day the minister, according to this custom, went among his
hearers, and calling upon the woman, he took occasion to ask her what
she recollected of the sermon. The poor woman complained much of
her bad memory, and said she had forgotten almost all that he had
delivered; “But one thing I remembered,” she said, “I remembered to
burn my bushel.”

BURIAL OF A MUCH-LOVED WELSH MINISTER

The funeral cortege left early that fine Tuesday morning. After all,
there were thirteen miles to go.

It was 15 June 1841 that the sad procession left the farmstead at Y
Fron, Llangefni on the Isle of Anglesey. Before the coffin rode a
number of carriages carrying ministers and doctors. Then, behind the
hearse, carriages carrying the family. Afterwards, forty ministers riding
in twos; followed by about forty carriages. Then one hundred and fifty
horse riders in twos: and a huge throng walking in fours. By the time
the procession reached Beaumaris, it was a mile and half long. An
estimated 10,000 people had joined the throng that wished to pay its
respect. There was a further mile and half to go.

Who could it be that demanded such respect?

John Elias was born on 6 May 1774 at Crynllwynbach Farm in the
parish of Aberch, not far from Pwllheli on the Lleyn Peninsula, North
Wales. He was born as John Jones. This was far too confusing, and
when he was 19 years of age, it was suggested he adopt as his surname
his father’s first name, Elias Jones, which he did.

In 1795, at the age of 20, he began to preach the gospel, and great
power attended his ministry. He said, “I saw myself very deficient in
my views of the glory of Christ and experience of His love. But God
bore with me, and supported me in a wonderful manner. After [ was
received to preach, I was called every Sabbath to various places in the
country. The people were filled with curiosity to hear such a young man
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preach, so that I had no rest.”

The Lord provided for him a
godly wife, Elizabeth Broadhead.
They were married on 22 February
, 1799 at Llanfechell Church.
Richard Jones, also a preacher, was
best man. The newly-weds made
their home in Llanfechell. Elizabeth
was well-educated, the eldest of
nine children. Her parents bitterly
— e ! opposed her marrying a penniless

Lianfechell Church Methodist preacher. Later, they
came to love and respect him. In the same year as his marriage, he was
called to preach in Anglesey.

Many remarkable answers to prayer were given to him. For
example, in 1830 horse races were to be held the same day as the
Methodist Association meeting. Elias’s spirit was much moved within
him at the thought of'it, and he prayed to the Lord most earnestly in the
morning of that day to put a stop to them. The sky became so dark soon
afterwards that they were obliged to light the gas in most of the shops
in the town. It began to rain very heavily about 11 o’clock, and
continued to do so until 5 o’clock the next day. The multitudes on the
race ground were dispersed in less than half an hour, and did not
reassemble that year. It seems the rain was confined to that vicinity.

The couple were blessed with four children. John was born in 1800,
and Phebe was born in 1801. An infant daughter was born 18 April
1804 but died a few days later. Then Elizabeth, now 49 years of age,
gave birth to an infant son on 31 January 1819 who died the same day.

John Elias worked in Elizabeth’s family shop, Y Siop Fawr. There
is a document referring to him as ‘grocer.’

The time came for Elizabeth to be taken from him. She died 2 April
1828 aged 59 years, and was buried at Llanfechell. John Elias said,
“She was a beloved, faithful and industrious wife, a careful and tender
mother, and a sincere Christian.”

Two years’ later he was provided with a second wife. On 10
February 1830 he was married to Anne Bulkeley. He remarried without
telling his children, or his great friend Richard Lloyd, or any other
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Methodist ministers. His children were rebellious, especially Phebe.
The marriage took place in Liverpool - we wonder why.

Eventually they left Llanfechell to live the rest of their days at Y
Fron, Llangefni. Sadly, in 1832 John Elias was involved in a horse and
carriage accident, from which he never fully recovered. The following
is an account of the accident: “Three of us were travelling in a two
wheeled covered cabriolet, drawn by one horse. Two lads got behind
the carriage, and jumped off as we descended the hill, upon which the
shaft gave a loud crack. We leaped out. I sustained no injury, but alas!
I saw Mr Elias laying on the ground insensible having fallen upon his
head. He was put into an armchair lent by a neighbour. Mr Williams,
surgeon at Bala, speedily arrived, bled him, and administered some
stimulants to him. Through the mercy of God Elias gradually recovered
and was able to use his pen slowly.”

The evening before the funeral the Rev. William Roberts of
Amlwch preached an appropriate sermon at Llangefni chapel to a
crowded congregation. His text was 2 Kings 2. 11-14. In the Welsh
Bible, Elijah is rendered Elias which imparted additional effect to the
words in the 14th verse, “Where is the Lord God of Elias?”

The congregation made efforts to sing. So overwhelmed were they
with grief, they were obliged to desist. They ‘hung’, as it were, ‘their
harps upon the willows’ and ‘sat down and wept.’

o The following
morning, when the coffin

4 was brought out to the

[ door of the house,

g5 Philippians 1. 18 - 24 was

read, after which the sad
= procession began slowly
Y to make its onward way.
Between twelve and one
o’clock, the procession
Beaumaris Green - here the choir sung ~ made its appearance at the
Menai Bridge. Then on to
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Beaumaris. On Beaumaris Green, the choir of the Calvinistic Chapel,
Bangor, drew up on either side of the road, singing a funeral hymn while
the assemblage passed
through. The ships in the
harbour lowered their flags
to half mast. Every shop
in the town was closed.
And the blinds of the
houses were drawn. They
continued towards the
village of Llanfaes. Here,
at St. Catherine’s church,

s e he was buried.  The
Beaumaris Harbour - every ship half mast churchyard was secluded
and peaceful, a scene of
beauty, the site of an ancient monastery of Franciscan friars. His wish
was to be buried next to Richard Lloyd of Beaumaris, a Methodist
minister. After reaching the Church, the services were solemnly read by
the Rev. H. Griffith.

His tombstone is one side Welsh,
the other English, both today almost
unreadable. However, one phrase
can still be read: “Resting all his hope
on the cross of Christ.”

The epitaph ends with the words:

He finally triumphed over death,
and sleeps in Jesus,
on the eighth day June, 1841,
in the sixty-eighth year of his age.
Writing shortly before his death
' he said: “ I have nothing to say of
' myself, but of my sinfulness,
e { vileness, and great misery; but I
Llanfaes Church. The upright would be happy to speak of God’s
tomb is that of John Elias. In goodness, mercy and grace towards

the foreground is that of his M- This is the poor man that was
friend Richard Lloyd raised out of the dust, and the needy
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man that was lifted out of the dunghill, and set with princes, even with
the princes of his people. If any good has been done by my imperfect
labour, God in His grace has performed it. To Him belongs the glory;
I was as nothing. If God took me to be an instrument in His hand, to
bring some sinner or sinners to Christ, this is an unspeakable privilege.
It will be a joy to me, in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain
neither laboured in vain.”

What kind of a preacher was John Elias? The Rev. D. Charles,
grandson of the celebrated Thomas Charles of Mary Jones and her Bible
fame, wrote the following description:

“As a preacher, he was powerful and persuasive. He simplified
everything, and set all truths forth in their clearest light, so that a child
could understand him. His sermons invariably reached the heart. In all
my journeys through Wales, I have not heard of any one Minister whose
preaching has been so universally blessed to the conversion of sinners,
as that of John Elias. In almost every country place, village, or town,
you can find some person who will ascribe his conversion to one of his
sermons. This I have witnessed in very many cases. You know that we
are accustomed to very powerful preaching in Wales: indeed I may say,
with truth, there is no ministry on earth that can compete with the
Welsh, in solidity, warmth and energy. Yet John Elias was remarkable
among the Welsh. Some of his sermons, which I heard while yet boy,
are still fresh and vivid on my mind, while thousands of other sermons
have passed into oblivion. I can never forget the extraordinary effects
produced upon the multitudes assembled at Bala Association, about
seven years ago, when he was preaching from Isaiah 6. 10. There was
not, | believe, a dry eye in that vast assembly on the occasion. The
preacher wept and prayed in the pulpit; multitudes fell down as dead
and every countenance seemed filled with terror and dismay.”

A FEW THOUGHTS ON PROPHETS - TRUE AND FALSE
Adapted from My Wanderings in the East by John Gadsby

About 8 o’clock in the evening, the men suddenly stopped and
moored the boat, and, without giving us any notice, all went on shore.
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I said to my companion, “There’s something up here. The men are all
off. Let us go and see what it is.” Leaving the boat entirely
unprotected, we clambered up the bank, and saw, at a little distance, the
light of a fire. We found our men had formed a semicircle in front of it,
while, on the opposite side, there sat a man, without a particle of
clothing upon his person. He sat upon his heels, his elbows on his knees
and his head in his hands, his eyes rolling about. Two or three times he
stood up, and then he reminded me of the maniac amongst the tombs.
The man was prophesying to our boatmen; or rather, to translate the
word into English, he was telling them their fortunes.

For upwards of 20 years this man had not moved 20 yards from the
spot upon which we saw him, neither had he a rag upon his person,
night or day during the whole time. These prophets are never left to die
of want. All they need is supplied by the people. I believe that
hundreds would have parted with their last penny for his support, if
necessary. And to this Zechariah refers in chapter 11 verse 17, when he
calls such characters “idol shepherds.” That is to say, they are made
idols of.

How did the widow of Zarephath know that Elijah was indeed a
prophet? Assuredly by his dress. The distinctive outward mark of a
prophet was that he wore a garment of sheepskin, or goatskin. The
former Elijah wore; and this is what
is called, in 1 Kings 19. 19, his
mantle. In confirmation of this, we
read, in 2 Kings 2. 8 that “he took his
mantle, and wrapped it together, and
smote the waters;” but the Septuagint
translation reads, “he folded up his
sheepskin.”  Therefore it is that
Elijah is called a “hairy man;” (2
Kings 1. 8) the meaning of which is
that he wore a hairy garment, the
badge of the prophet.

When one of these prophets dies,
— he bequeaths his garment to some
favourite, and that man is at once
- recognised as his successor. “The

e
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spirit of Elijah doth rest upon Elisha,” said the sons of the prophets.
That is, Elisha has become Elijah’s successor. All the customs which
belonged to the true prophets were followed by the false, and have been
handed down to the present time.

But there were false prophets in Elijah’s day as in the present day;
and these false prophets wore hairy garments, in imitation of the true
prophets. Hence it was that the widow of Zarephath was not sure that
Elijah was a true prophet until he had raised her son to life; and then she
said, “Now by this I know that thou art a man of God.” What? Was she
not sure of it when the barrel of meal and cruse of oil failed not? No;
that might have been done by sleight of hand, at which many of the
Orientals ever were adept; but the widow knew that God would not raise
the dead to life by means of any false prophet.

These false prophets, wearing the sheepskin, are referred to in the
Zechariah 13. 4, wearing a “rough garment to deceive.” That is, making
people believe they were prophets when they were not. “Beware of
false prophets,” said the Redeemer, “who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Doubtless they had
been bad characters before they assumed the dress of the prophets; and
their being called “ravening wolves” would prove that they had not
changed their occupation, only their dress, to enable them to deceive
more effectually.

I need hardly say that all the pretended saints of whom I have been
speaking, like monks and friars, live upon the foolish charity of others.
Sometimes we find them with a drum and a horn; and as they go about
the villages with the music, the people run up to them, and give them
what they require; and when anyone has given to them liberally, they
blow the horn to his praise. I think Matthew 6. 2 refers to some such
custom; for the margin reads, “When thou doest thine alms, cause not
a trumpet to be sounded.”

I have seen some of these prophets also with bags round their necks
in which they deposit what is given to them, if not required for
immediate use. One I saw with the skin of a kid for a bag. These bags
are the scrips mentioned in Matthew 10. 10 and other parts of the
Gospels, which the disciples were commanded not to take with them.
They were to trust to the Lord’s kind providence from hand to mouth.
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A FEW CURRENT MATTERS

Funeral services

It is shocking to hear of funeral services taking place in churches
where the most awful pop songs and worldly music are sung and played.
We welcome moves, from whatever quarter, which attempt to restrain
this God-dishonouring trend. We were, therefore, pleased recently to
learn that the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth has issued some
guidelines for funerals which state: “Only readings from the Sacred
Scriptures and only music with words that express the paschal mystery
of the Lord’s suffering, death and triumph over death may be used in
church. When choosing music to be played at the funeral, please take
care that the texts are related to the readings from Scripture.” The
guidelines go on to say, “Sometimes people request secular songs and
music to be played in church. The Church does not usually permit this,
as secular songs and poetry often do not accord with the Church’s faith
and her joyful hope in the Lord’s resurrection.” We commend this
attempt to maintain traditional values in banning personal eulogies, non-
biblical readings and pop songs from funeral services. May many
Protestant churches follow this lead.

2015's Extra Second

The year 2015 will be one second longer to compensate for the gradual
slowing of the rotation of the Earth. The extra second is needed because
the Earth’s rotation is slowing by around two thousandths of a second
per day and needs to catch up with atomic time. The tiny adjustment
will be made at the International Earth Rotation Service based in Paris.
The ‘leap second’ will be added at midday on June 30 which will have
86,401 seconds, instead of 86,400 seconds.

A lone voice

The first female bishop was ordained at York Minster at the end of
January. As the Archbishop of York, Dr. John Sentamu, asked the
congregation if it was their will to ordain the Rev. Libby Lane as Bishop
of Stockport, the Rev. Paul Williamson stepped forward and declared:
“No. It is not in the Bible.” Dr. Sentamu continued by reading a
prepared statement that the consecration of a woman as bishop was
“now lawful under the law of the land.” Man’s law is now above God’s
law it seems - “But I suffer not a woman to teach” 1 Timothy 2. 12.




BLUEBELLS

Britain has some of the finest bluebell woods in the world - in fact, 50%
of the world’s bluebell population is found in Britain. As daylight hours
increase in April, the bluebell races to bloom before the leaf canopy
becomes too dense. Surely nothing can beat a bluebell wood in spring!
So valuable is the bluebell it is protected by the Wildlife and Countryside
Act (1981).

® In the Bronze Age, people used bluebell glue to attach feathers to

their arrows

* The Victorians used starch from crushed bluebells to stiffen the

ruffs of their collars and sleeves.

¢ Bluebell sap was used to bind pages to the spine of books.

But have we thought of that wonderful organ of sight given to us by
the Creator? How kind of God to enable us to enjoy those deep violet
blues, and all of nature’s wonderful range of colours! The eye is the most
remarkable part of our body. There was a case recently of a young
evolutionist scientist, who, as part of her training, completed an in-depth
study of the human eye. The more she learnt, the more she became
convinced that such complexity could never have happened by an
evolutionary process. Her views changed completely and she became an
ardent Creationist.

It is estimated that the human eye can distinguish 10 million colours.
A top quality SLR camera may have a 20 megapixel sensor. One estimate
(if it was truly possible to measure it) is that the human eye has a resolu-
tion equivalent to 576 mp! How much God’s work exceeds man’s. The
image formed by the cornea is projected onto the retina. Within the
retina are buried receptor cells consisting of 120 million rods and cones,
which transmit signals to the brain by the optic nerve.

Wonderful though the works and beauties of nature are, there is one
sight that exceeds them all, which all of God’s people will see one day.
We will leave Job and Isaiah to tell us of it:

“Yet in my flesh shall | see God: Whom | shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another” Job 19. 26.
“Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty” Isaiah 33. 17.
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EDITORIAL

“The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man
took, and sowed in his field: which indeed is the least of all seeds”
Matthew 13. 31.

The first chapter of the Bible tells us of God’s wonderful acts of
creation. Amongst those acts, on the third day of the world’s existence,
God created plants that would yield seeds. “And God said, Behold, I
have given you every herb bearing seed” (Genesis 1. 29).

We notice first that the provision of seed-bearing plants is one of
God’s gifts - “I have given you.” The provision is not limited to the
benefit of man, but to all God’s creatures, both man and beast. In this
context we take herbs to be any plants used for food, flavouring,
medicine or perfume. It is worthy of note that before God created man,
He created the food that was needed to provide nutritional support for
the body. It speaks much of God’s mercy and kindness to mankind that
there is such a vast variety of food available, something to suit every
palate, and to provide enjoyment and satisfaction. How often do we
hear someone say, “I love my food,” we trust not in a gluttonous sense
but rather as an expression of genuine appreciation of what God has
provided.

Our text this time is from one of the parables of the Lord Jesus. In
Matthew chapter 13 we find no less than six parables, which were
delivered at the seaside from a ship, while “the whole multitude stood
on the shore.” This presents us with an interesting mental picture of the
many people listening in rapt attention to the wonderful words that
proceeded from the mouth of One of whom it was said, “Never man
spake like this Man.” Of course, some were offended at His teaching
(as they are today), as later in the same chapter we read of those who
said scornfully that they knew His father the carpenter, His mother
Mary, and His brothers and sisters - so how was it possible that this Man
had all this wisdom?
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A parable is a story intended to instruct. We remember a story
when facts we may forget. In His parables the Lord Jesus chose familiar
objects, everyday things around us, or everyday happenings such as
losing something to communicate spiritual truths. A parable differs
from an allegory like Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress where a journey is
used to explain something else. But it is a solemn thought that
sometimes the Lord Jesus spoke in parables to hide the truth from the
hearers because of their unbelief (see Luke 8. 10).

The Lord Jesus referred to the mustard seed as being a very small
seed, “the least of all seeds”, and no doubt the people of those parts
knew of nothing smaller. Today it is generally accepted that the
; N AN smallest seed in the world

- is that of a Tree Orchid
4 found in Brazil, known as
& Sophronitis purpurata.
§ Over a million seeds
¢ would easily fit into a
& teaspoon! Some time ago
® in Bethany, opposite the
{ entrance to the tomb of
- Lazarus, we found a
* woman cultivating the
mustard tree in her back
garden and making a little
money from selling the
seed in tiny pots to tourists. (We have always regretted not buying one.)

Before considering the parable told by the Lord Jesus, we will say
just a few things about seeds. First of all, what is a seed? Perhaps this
seems a very basic question, but the more we look into the structure and
properties of seeds the more we realise how complex they are.
Essentially, a seed contains an embryo plant and a food source. Itis a
living, breathing organism, even though it usually appears inert or even
dead. If the seed runs out of food it will die - and a dead seed is of no
value whatever.

Scientists explain how, when a seed has access to water, it takes up
that water and this in turn creates a biochemical change in the seed
which starts the process of germination. The food source is made
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available to the embryo, which then starts to grow.

Have you ever wondered how many different kinds of seeds there
are in the world? Well, this is impossible to answer. What we can say
is that the Millennium Seed Bank at Wakehurst in Sussex stores over
two billion seeds at -20 degrees Centigrade in bomb-proof vaults. The
aim is to save plants from all round the world for future generations
which may otherwise die out. They tell us that four plant species face
extinction every day. So far, 10% of the world’s wild plant species have
been saved here.

r e g : S _ 2 : "' i "': .
The Millennium Seed Bank, Wakehurst Place in Sussex, owned by the
National Trust, but managed by Kew Gardens. Open to the public every day.

So how are we to understand the meaning of the parable about this
tiny seed, the mustard seed?

There are several different explanations given. Many feel the
parable is speaking of the growth of the church that was planted upon
earth, the church itself being the grain of mustard seed. Others interpret
it that Christ Himself is the mustard seed, or that Christ is the one that
sowed the seed, whilst others feel that the central meaning is the burning
heat that is shut up in so small a grain, and that the mustard seed was
chosen for its fiery qualities. Others tell us that the birds in the branches
represent Satan who comes to destroy the seed.



4 PERCEPTION: SUMMER 2015

Let us look at it in slightly different way. When God begins a work
of grace in the soul, it is as if God puts into our heart a tiny seed.
Perhaps that seed causes us thoughts we have not had before - are these
things we hear at chapel really true? Or perhaps it causes us to look
round at the Lord’s people and to think, I wish I was like one of them.
We may have the first serious thoughts about the Lord Jesus Christ, and
a desire that we might know Him more. It may, at first, be only a tiny
wish, not a strong wish, but if God plants the seed there in your heart,
it will grow into something much larger.

I hope it will not be thought out of place to relate something from
my own experience. When | was teenager, a Saturday evening Bible
class was begun at Clifton chapel. It was taken by that dear servant of
God, Mr. E. Woodcraft, who our older readers will remember. Month
by month he was going through the Psalms, and had reached at least
Psalm 100 when sadly he passed away before completing the task he
had set himself. The meeting was not a young people’s meeting - it was
for all ages. I have to confess, I just did not want to go. Fancy sitting
in chapel on a summer Saturday evening when I could be out and about
with my friends! However, to please my parents I went, reluctantly.
One evening, looking round on the assembled meeting, the thought
came, “These people want to be here. It is no hardship to them to be in
chapel this summer evening.” Then another thought followed: “I wish
I was like them.” It was only a little wish, but the seed had been sown.

The Bible uses the word quicken to mean to give life. “You hath
He quickened,” says the Apostle Paul writing to the church at Ephesus.
There can be no life unless the Holy Spirit gives it. Just as the tiny
mustard seed will grow one day into a tree, a tree large enough for the
birds to live in, so will there be a growth, a gradual growth in the soul.
One wonderful truth is that, when God begins a work, He will finish it.
“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1. 6).

May it please God to plant within us each that seed, that we may
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. The beautiful hymn, number 250 in the Young People’s Hymnal
puts it so well: “The knowledge of Christ is more precious than gold.”

With greetings and best wishes to you all.
The Editor
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DOUGLAS EDWARD BRADFORD
(CONTINUED FROM SPRING 2015 PAGE 14)

A marked man

As time went on I was to prove that I was a marked man in the
business. In the office there was a man who each day allocated the work
we drivers had to do and I now found the hardest jobs were my portion.
However this was good for me as it gave many a journey to the Throne
of Grace for daily strength, and wonderful indeed what strength was
given. But what was harder to bear was this man’s manner towards me
and the unbecoming language he used in addressing me. Once he
cursed me and this was overheard by another who reproved him, but it
only seemed to make him harder.

This went on for a long time and I felt it would be necessary to try
and obtain easier work, but where could this be found? Things were bad
and much unemployment.

The following incident I record as I seemed to see the hand of God
in it. I received my orders one morning from this man which were
heavier still and I must have shown my feelings by the expression on my
countenance. He said, “You are not in the Navy now. What you’ve got
to do is to learn to put your pride in your pocket.” For a moment I felt
the rushing tide of anger rising, but my God checked it and I said,
“Thank you for your advice, I hope my ‘pocket’ will be big enough to
hold all my pride!” He turned to me and for the first time a smile came
over his face, but no remarks, but to me the words came, “A soft answer
turneth away wrath, but grievous words stir up anger.” How the
grievous words already on my tongue had been stilled. From thence
onwards this man’s attitude was altogether different towards me.

“Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the lovingkindness of the Lord” (Psalm 107. 43).

Exercises concerning the ministry continue

As already mentioned, driving a builder’s lorry in the early twenties
was very different from today (1974). I found it hard going and had to
ask for daily help. However, there was one consolation that, except for
loading and unloading, I was on my own and I was favoured to have a
measure of meditation and communion with my Covenant God.
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The exercise of the Ministry was never far from my mind and one
day when passing through Slough I saw a little tin Gospel Hall and with
great earnestness I said, “Lord, give me a little place like that to preach
in.” I believe that prayer was heard, albeit twenty-two years passed
before the answer was given, and then not a tin hall but a nice chapel.
Thus we learn by experience:

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

A remarkable blessing

It was in January, 1923, that I had a very remarkable blessing and
I have always called it ‘My Elephant and Castle blessing’ because it was
in the vicinity of this crowded London thoroughfare where it took place.
It was early forenoon, bitterly cold and snowing hard. Iwas feeling very
low in spirit and very cold. I was to call at an Ironfounders for rails and
gates, and having loaded up I felt it would be impossible to drive any
distance without a hot drink, so I pulled up by a Lyons Tea shop (no
parking restrictions in those days!) and ordered a glass of hot milk and
sat down.

I suddenly seemed entirely to lose sight of my surroundings, and
was given such a sight of Christ on the cross and the two thieves on
either side, and the blest Redeemer gave me such a look, which I cannot
describe, but can never forget. The effect of this upon me was
remarkable. My whole spirit revived and I felt strengthened in body and
soul, and I vowed a vow and said, “Lord, if ever I am allowed to speak
in Thy Name, Thyself and Thy cross shall be all my theme.”

How long this sweet experience lasted I just cannot say, but when
I came back to earth my glass of milk was cold. This did not trouble me
as I felt my heart was warmed with ‘Heavenly heat.’” Under the
influence of this wonderful view of Christ I imagined I could easily, by
plain persuasion, convince others, but being very young in the way [ had
much to learn.

Appointments

In February, 1924, I was asked to serve on the Committee of the
Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Society, which was founded in the year 1843.
I mention this appointment, it being one of the links in the chain of
God’s wonder-working providence to unworthy me:
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“His providence unfolds the book,
And makes His counsels shine;
Each opening leaf, and every stroke,
Fulfils some deep design.”

In September of this year I was elected as Deacon of the Strict
Baptist Church which I was led to join as already related.

No further door in providence being opened I still had to continue
driving my lorry. What daily strength was given, otherwise it would
have been impossible to continue. However, much exhaustion was
often experienced after a specially hard day. There was one
consolation: I was much on my own, and in my journeys I was
sometimes much favoured in having sweet meditations with my
gracious Covenant God.

The savour of my ‘Elephant and Castle’ blessing remained much
with me during the four years I was on the road. The view that was
granted then of the Cross of Christ made up much of my meditations
during these years, and I believe was God’s way of preparing me for the
Ministry.

Leadings to appointment as Assistant Secretary

About June, 1926, after an evening service, the Secretary of the
Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Society asked if | would come and see him
one evening as [ was very much on his mind in a certain matter. This
gentleman (and he was one naturally and graciously) had always taken
much interest in me and had tried without avail to find some better
employment for me. He said I reminded him of Joseph. All I could say
was that if Joseph’s God was my God all would be well. An interview
was arranged when he unfolded his mind.

He said, “I have now reached the age (76) when I must seriously
think of laying down my office of Secretary in favour of a younger
man.” After much prayer he was fully persuaded I was the man. But as
the work of the Society was complicated (at that time there were over
900 members and half of these were under the National Health, then
administered by Friendly Societies) he thought a period of not less than
six months would be necessary under his tuition to pick up the work.
He was prepared to offer me half of his salary which would be about £3
per week. Of course, it would mean the giving up of my present
employment. How did I feel about it?
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I replied that it was not the giving up of my employment or the
salary (which he had said was very poor) but my felt inability for this
type of work. However, he was confident that the Lord would be my
Helper. I felt it was impossible to give an answer to the weighty matter,
and requested a week’s grace to consider it and ask the Lord to give a
word of direction, to which he readily consented and then most
graciously offered up prayer.

I shall never forget leaving his house that night. It was a glorious
mid-summer evening and I sat down in a nearby park like one in a
dream, and I said, “Lord, art Thou turning my captivity?” and then so
clearly the words came, “The Lord hath done great things for us;
whereof we are glad,” and this settled the matter that [ was to venture
in faith and 